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frgq seeks U.N. permission for flights 

AMMAN (AP) — Iraq has asked the United Nations sanctions 
committee to allow its national airline to travel between Amman and 
Baghdad to fly out sick and eWeriy Iraqis, diplomats and officials said 

Friday. An Iraqi embassy official said Nourreddine Safi Hammadi the 

chainmn of Iraqi Airways, asked the U.N. earlier this week to allow 
the shtine.to fly once a week to Amman for “strictly humanitarian 
. purposes.” A. Jordanian cabinet minister said the government was 
aware^of the Iraqi request and that the Kingdom was awaiting the 
response of the world body. “We have no problems at all to allow 
Iraqi flights to Jordan, but it all depends on whether the United 
Nations wiH approve such a request.” the minister said. The Iraqi 
request, similar to one made earlier this year, comes as Baghdad tries 
to get the U.N. to lift international sanctions imposed after Iraq’s 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Iraqi airports remain dosed under 
the sweeping embargo. Official delegations and ailing Iraqis seeking 

treatment in the Middle East and the West use the Jordanian land 
route, Iraq's main link with the outside world. 
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Merry Christmas 

■The Jordan Times will not be published on Sunday, 
Dec. 26, on account of the Christmas holiday on 
Dec. 25. The next issue of the paper will appear on 
Monday, Dec. 27. The Jordan Times wishes its 
readers a very Merry Christmas. ■ 
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Kurds agree to 
ceasefire in Iraq 

HALABXA (AFP) — Two riv- 
al Kurdish groups' in northern 
Iraq have agreed to halt 
dashes which killed at least 72 
people, Kurdish officials here 
said on Friday. Mohammad 
Ahmad, a security officer, told 
AFP that the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
pro-Iranian Kurdistan Islamic 
League (KEL) met in Halabja, 
near the Iranian border, and 
agreed on a ceasefire. The 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) has denied involvement 
in the fighting and said it was 
mediating between the two 
parties (see page 2). 

Ayatollah speaks of 
past 'Baha'i 
killing' 

NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
Ayatollah told Friday prayer 
worshippers in Tehran how 
senior Sbi'ite Muslim cleric last 
century considered killing 
Baha'is as part of his day-to- 
day activities. Iranians consid- 
er Baha'ism, which originated 
in Iran in die 19th century, a 
heretic sect. But Iran's Islamic 
leaders deny charges that they 
persecute Baha’is and usually 
do not publicly discuss past 
pogroms against them. Howev- 
er, Ayatollah Abdolakrim 
Mousavi Ardebili in a sermon 
quoted a 19th century cleric 
named Saeed A1 Ulama Baboti 
as saying “for a long time I 
have beat occupied here with 
day-to-day .issues. I am en- 
gaged in Baha’i killing." He 
was speaking to a group of 
Shi’rtes who, after the death of 
the leading Sbi’ite scholar of 
the timev asked hm» to take on 
bis mantle. “These are the 
tilings I do. Sometimes I don’t 
get to read one page during a 
whole vteek," said Baboti, who 
was in his hometown Babol 
near the Caspian Sea. He said 
be did not consider himself to 
be the most learned scholar, 
Aydollah Ardebili said. 

Archaeologists find 
ancient Cyprus port 

LYON (AFP) — French 
archaeologists announced Fri- 
day that they had uncovered 
pvt of the ancient port of 
CStium on the island of Cyprus 
dating from the 5th and 6th 
centuries B.C. Several years of 
excavations at Lamaca, on the 
southeast side of die island, 
had revealed the ancient port 
which at the time was the 
capital of the Cyprus- 
Phoenician empire. The royal 
fleet was harboured in the 
port, according to a report 
published in La Lettre de (a 
Maison de {’Orient, based in 
Lyon, eastern France. 
Archaeologists found shelters 
on the south of the port — 
today cut off from the sea — 
made of parallel ramps leading 
into- hangars covered with a 
roof- resting on rows of col- 
umns. Six stone and brick-built 
shelters have already been 
found, and the width so far 
measured between the rows of 
columns was found to be more 
than five metres. So far the 
total length of the ramp inside 
is not known, although it is 
thought to be more than 25 
metres. A reconstruction of 
the Athenian vessel Olympias 
in 1987 showed that the boats, 
according to ancient texts, 
were about 37 metres long and 
5.50 metres wide. 

German held 
for bidto 
bomb hostel 

WIESBADEN? Germany (R) 
— Police arrested a 20-year- 
oM German on Friday who 
confessed to-trying to bomb a 
hostel for foreign refugees. A 
police spokesman 'said the un- 
named man said he had 
planted the home-made bomb, 
matfe of a length of pipe pack- 
ed with explosives, because he 
hated foreigners. The bomb, 
was attached to a car outside 
the hostel- in the town of 
Taunnssfeih, near Wiesbaden 
and Frankfort, on Thursday 
and the -vehicle was set on fire 
to trigger an explosion. But 
firefighters put out the blaze 
before any blast. The hostel 
was one of hundreds in Ger- 
many fat refugees from East- 
ern Europe and the Third 
Worid seeking political asy- 
lum! Asylum-seekers bave 
been among the chief targets of 
a wave of neo-Nazi attacks - 


Israel, PLO nearing 
accord on key issues 

Officials hope for final agreements on 
crossings, Jericho and settlements 


By Wafa Amr 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel are approaching 
agreement on key security 
issues blocking implementa- 
tion of the Palestinian self-rule 
-accord, Palestinian officials 
said Friday. 

They said both sides expect 
to agree on most issues such as 
control of border crossings, the 
area of Jericho and the area of - 
settlements in the Gaza Strip 
on Monday m Cairo. 

Officials said there was 
agreement on a number of 
issues during the 14-hour sec- 
ret talks which ended in France 
on -Thursday. However, other 
disputed issues required de- 
tailed negotiations, which 
would continue on Monday. 

Tunis-based PLO officials 
said Israel has accepted the 
raising of the Palestinian flag 
on border crossings between 
Gaza Strip and Egypt and 
Jericho and Jordan. The PLO 
rejected Israel’s demand for 
hoisting the Israeli flag as well. 

The officials said both sides 
were contemplating agreeing 
to coordinate on some security 
issues on checkpoints at the 
Crossings, such as joint PLO- 
Israeli patrols. 

They said both sides had 
agreed on creating mechanisms 
to control border crossings. 

“There has been initial 
Israeli acceptance to a propos- 
al of having separate windows 
in the same terminal for 
travellers going to Israel and 
the rest of the West Bank and 
for others passing to Jericho 
and Gaza Strip... it is an air- 
port terminal system.” 

“Visitors to Gaza Strip and 
to Jericho would pass through 
PLO-manned control points or 
windows, and their travel 
documents would be moni- 
tored by sophisticated Israeli 
devices,” a PLO official said. 
“But we reject an Israeli de- 
mand for symbolic physical 
presence at the PLO- 
controlled windows.” 

“Visitors to Israel and the 
rest of the West Bank would 
pass through an Israeli control 
point,” he said. 

Israel has rejected a PLO 
request of international pre- 
sence at the border crossings, 
officials said. 

Key differences that have 
delayed the implementation of 
the PLO-Israel accord include 
control of access to the Gaza 
Strip and Egypt and to Jericho 
and Jordan. Under the self- 
rule deal, Israel should have 
started withdrawing its troops 
from Gaza Strip and Jericho on 
Dec. 13. 


PLO officials said the PLO 
and Israel had reached draft 
compromise ideas on key 
issues of contention in Oslo 
last week. These ideas were 
under discussion in France, but 
officials said some issues still 
required detailed discussions. 
The area of the Jericho is one 
of these issues. 

“In France, Israel said it 
would accept that the size of 
Jericho to be 150 square 
kilometres, which was what it 
offered Jordan daring disen- 
gagement talks back in 1974,” 
one PLO official said. 

The PLO has demanded that 
the size of Jericho be 300 
square kilometres almost half 
its area according to the Israeli 
demarcation. 

PLO officials said real prog- 
ress has been achieved, but 
that there was no break- 
through yet. They said Israel 
was as keen as the PLO to start 
implementing the September 
accord before a planned meet- 
ing between Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad and U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton takes place. 

“They are worried that 
another delay in implemention 
would prompt Assad to take a 
more hardline position,” said 
one official. “ 

“We have felt flexibility on 
Israel's part on several key 
issues such as security and the 
area of Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip," said one PLO. 
official. 

“We believe real progress 
would be ensued in Cairo on 
Monday,” he said. 

Agencies add: A senior PLO 
official said meanwhile the 
peace process was endangered 
by Israel's seizure of Palesti- 
nian land in the West Bank to 
expand Jewish settlements. 

“These practices violate the 
agreement... we are not pre- 
pared to continue sitting with 
them (the Israelis) if these me- 
asures are not cancelled,” Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo said. 

Regarding the issue of who 
controls checkpoints between 
Arab states and Palestinian- 
run areas, Yasser A bed -Rabbo 
said: “We can say that there 
was a slight progress in the 
Israeli position on this issue at 
the Paris talks but the solution 
needs more progress from the 
Israeli side in recognising 
Palestinian responsibility." 

Mr- Abed Rabbo, a PLO 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber, headed the Palestinian 
team to talks in Paris. 

Negotiations which resume 
in Cairo next Monday were 
“the last opportunity to reach 
an accord," Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said. 


He said differences re- 
mained over definition of the 
size of the Jericho area from 
which Israel's army will with- 
draw and of the Jewish settle- 
ments in Gaza. 

“We are ready to coordinate 
some security aspects with 
Israel on the checkpoints,” 
Mr. Abed Rabbo said. “The 
need for security is not an 
Israeli demand, but also a 
Palestinian demand.” 

He also called for an interna- 
tional presence at the border. 

Still disputed was the size of 
Jewish settlements in the Gaza 
Strip, he said. 

Israeli demands for a 40- 
square-kilometre "security 
zone” around the settlements 
were unacceptable, he said. It 
would set a dangerous prece- 
dent in legalising settlements in 
Gaza and the West Bank, be 
said. 

Mr, Abed Rabbo expected 
the Cairo meeting to last two 
or three days. PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
might meet after that if enough 
progress was made. 

But he was concerned by 
Israeli expansion in the West 
Bank.. 

“The most dangerous issue 
for us today is-tiiat the Israelis 
while negotiating about with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
with us, seize new Palestinian 
lands for settlement purposes 
west of RamaJlah to the east of 
Jerusalem,", he said. 

“Such measures will endan- 
ger the whole process. They 
give with one hand and they 
take back double with the 
other. Our agreement includes 
freezing all settlements activi- 
ties and any seizing of new 
land, otherwise this agreement 
will be the greatest deception 
in our history,” he said. 

PLO leaders, who met 
Thursday night to discuss 
negotiating strategy, felt Mr. 
Rabin left open the chance for 
progress in the talks when he 
agreed to increase the amount 
of land to be given to Palesti- 
nians in Jericho to 150 square 
kilometres, said Samir 
Ghosheh, another PLO execu- 
tive. 

Mr. Ghosheh said Mr. 
Rabin's offer was made 
through an emissary directly to 
Mr. Arafat. But he said the 
PLO leadership derided the 
offer is not yet enough and that 
Mr. Arafat had not accepted it. 

PLO sources said Mr. Arafat 
wanted the Jericho zone to 
measure 200 square 
kilometres, down from the 267 
square kilometres he initially 
demanded. 


Israelis stake out 88 new 
colonies ; Peres voices rej ection 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Jewish settlers 
marked the sites of at least 88 
new settlements in the occu- 
pied territories Friday as part 
of a campaign to scuttle Israel’s 
peace deal with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). . . 

“The goal of this campaign is 
to fight the agreement and 
bring down the government, 
which is tearing the nation 
apart with this pact,” said set- 
tler spokesman A. David 
Romanoff. 

But the government, whioi 
signed a historic self-rule deal 
with the PLO in Washington in 
September, said such new set- 
tlements would not be allowed 
to stand. 

“The government will m no 
way permit the creation of new 
settlements. I don't see how 
the settlers can establish new 
ones without permission from 
the authorities,” Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres told 
Israel Radio. 

Asked if the new settle- 
ments, which have not been 
authorised by the government, 
would be allowed to stand, Mr. 
Peres told Israel Radio: 


“Absolutely not, under no cir- 
cumstances." 

Settlers have spearheaded 
Israeli grass-roots opposition 
to the Palestinian self-rule 
accord. 

Shai Bazak, the spokesman 
of the council of Jewish settle- 
ments in Gaza and the West 
Bank, announced Wednesday 
that settlers planned to create 
the new communities under a 
project to be launched January 
5. 

He said it was aimed at 

obstructing Israel's negotia- 
tions with the PLO to imple- 
ment the autonomy accord. 

• In' 70 settlements, residents 
have been demarcating land 
outside the borders of their 
communities. 

They also laid the corner- 
stone for a new settlement in 
the middle of the West Bank, 
named after Mordecbai Lapid, 
a settler killed with his son 
near Hebron on Dec. 6, the 
radio said. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz has 
reported however that some 
30,000 settlers would be ready 
to leave the West Bank and 
Gaza to relocate inside Israel if 
they received compensation. 


The government tried to halt 
all settlement building in the 
occupied territories last year 
bnt finally allowed the comple- 
tion of 11,000 housing units 
already under construction. 

On Friday, the settlers 
placed signs identifying scores 
of sites as future settlements 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The campaign is led by a 
new group, “tms is our land,” 
many of whose activists are 
U.S. -born immigrants to 
foael. 

Spokesman Romanoff said 
there were about 50 settlers 
and supporters at each new 
settlement point. He said set- 
tlers would only stay at the 
points for a day or two, but 
would return in January. 

“A total of 130 points will 
eventually become permanent, 
doubling the number of the 
settlements the government 
will have to contend with,” 
Mr. Romanoff said. 

He said the group hoped five 
or six of the new settlements 
would become permanent en- 
claves beginning in January. 



A Palestinian replaces the Palestinian flag on the town hall roof of Bethlehem. The flag was taken 
down by Israeli soldiers (AFP photo) 

2 Palestinians and Israeli 
officer killed in W. Bank, Gaza 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Palestinian 
hardliners shot dead an Israeli 
lieutenant colonel and wound- 
ed three other soldiers in a 
road-side ambush Friday in 
Gaza City. 

A Palestinian passer-by was 
also killed as the soldiers re- 
turned fire. 

In the West Bank Israeli 
soldiers shot dead a young 
Palestinian man Friday in Beit 
Ummar village near Hebron, 
Palestinian sources said. 

Hie' Israeli army gave no 
details on the killing of Ahmad 
Abdul Majid Khaulye, 17. 

Palestinian sources said his 
death brought to 1,160 the 
total of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli bullets in the occupied 
territories since the intifada 
began in December 1987. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, (Hamas), claimed 
responsibility for the Gaza 
attack, in a statement issued 
here. The lieutenant-colonel 
was the highest-ranking Israeli 
officer to have been killed by 
the group. 

Three or four assailants in a 
car fired automatic weapons at 
a jeep and managed to escape, 
an army spokesman said. 

Meir Mintz, a 36-year-old 
officer in the infantry, was 
killed and a major was among 
the three other Israelis slightly 
wounded, he said. The army 
found a Kalashnikov assault 
rifle and cartridges left behind 
at the scene. 


A Palestinian witness said a 
Peugeot car burst out of an 
orchard on the road from the 
Sheikh Radwan district of 
Gaza City to Jabalia refugee 
camp and fired at the jeep, 
killing the officer. 

One of the soldiers shot back 
with a pistol, killing a passer- 
by, he said. 

On Thursday, the armed 
wing of Hamas announced a 
halt to attacks on Jewish set- 
tlers up until Dec. 26 but 
vowed to carry on its strikes 
against the Israeli army. 

“We are giving a chance" to 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
to order the Israeli army to 
cease fire, said the Ezzedin A1 
Qassam group. 

Since the autonomy deal, 
Palestinian opponents of the 
Sept. 13 Israeii-PLO autonomy 
accord such as Hamas have 
killed 20 Israelis, 12 of them 
civilians. 

Israeli troops were to have 
begun withdrawing from the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
on Dec. 13 under the terms of 
the Palestinian self-rule accord 
but the deadline was missed 
due to continued dispute over 
the exact terms of the deal. 

In Amman, Hamas denied 
Friday it had offered Israel a 
truce to stop attacking Jewish 
'settlers and vowed to step up 
its attacks on settlers. 

"The alleged reports that 
have circulated about Hamas 
and its military wing calling for 


a ceasefire in the occupied 
territories are baseless and un- 
true,” Mohammad Nazal, 
Hamas's representative in Jor- 
dan, told Reuters. 

“Hamas's position is dear. 
We will continue to resist the 
occupiers until they leave our 
Palestinian soil ...we will con- 
tinue our escalation of attacks 
on military targets and settlers 
in the coming days,” Mr. Nazal 
said. 

The statement by Izzeddin 
A1 Qassam Brigades, distri- 
buted in a leaflet in Gaza on 
Thursday, said it was “willing 
to review its position concern- 
ing attacks on settlers." 

It gave Mr. Rabin three days 
to go on television and 
announce a truce. 

Hamas, the most active 
opponent of the lsrael-PLO 
peace deal, has claimed re- 
sponsibility for killing two 
Israelis in the occupied West 
Bank on Wednesday. 

A spokesman for Mr. Rabin 
declined on Thursday to com- 
ment on the Hamas statement, 
but senior Israeli sources were 
reported on Israeli Television 
as dismissing the “offer” as 
“propaganda." 

Hamas says it killed 13 of the 
20 Israelis who have died in 
guerrilla attacks since the 
September peace deal. It said 
it had begun attacking Jewish 
settlers because the Israeli 
army was killing unarmed 
Arabs. 


Hijackers free most hostages 
for $8m ransom in Russia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Armed men holding about a * 
dozen schoolchildren hostage 
on a helicopter in southern 
Russia released most of their 
captives Friday in exchange for 
an SS million ransom, an offi- 
cial said. 

The gunmen freed seven 
children and a teacher but still 
held four children and three 
adults and were demanding to 
be flown to the Azerbaijani 
capital Baku. 

The drama started Thursday 
when the hostages were seized 
Thursday from a school in the 
city of Rostov-on-Don. 

Ivan Tetereviatnikov, depu- 
ty police chief in the southern 
Stavropol region, said seven 
teenagers and their teacher 
were freed Friday in exchange 
for the ransom which was 
flown from Moscow. 

Their release, which fol- 
lowed the liberation of two 
children Thursday, left four 
children, a bus driver and two 
pilots on the helicopter which 
nad flown them from Rostov- 
on-Don to Mineralnye Vody. 

Initially the gunmen had de- 
manded $10 million ransom, 
which was put together from 
private banks in Moscow and 
flown to Mineralnye Vody dur- 
ing the afternoon. 

Mr. Tetereviatnikov cited 
the gunmen as saying they 
wanted to keep a number of 
hostages to ensure their own 
safety, and also as agreeing to 
accept “only” an $8 million 
ransom. 

The gunmen were now de- ■ 
mending to leave the Russian 
spa town, where the helicopter 


landed early Friday morning, 
to Baku, via Makhachkala, 
capital of the Russian republic 
of Daghestan, he said. 

They had initially demanded 
to be flown to Iran. 

The hijackers said they 
would release the other hos- 
tages in Baku before proceed- 
ing to Iran, said Vladimir 
Shcherbakov, a duty officer at 
the Mineralnye Vody police 
department. 

The hijackers earlier had 
allowed authorities to send 
blankets and hot food to the 
shivering children on an over- 
cast winter day. 

Viktor Gerashchenko, chair- 
man of Russia’s central bank, 
told reporters in Moscow that 
it was not easy for the govern- 
ment to gather so much foreign 
cash on short notice. Some of, 
the money was borrowed from 
private banks, he said. 

"The country’s leadership 
quite correctly considers hu- 
man life to be its top priority. 
There is nothing more valuable 
than life, especially the lives of 
innocent children,” he said. 

Commandos of the former 
KGB’s elite “Alpha” unit and 
other troops also arrived at the 
airport Friday. But there was 
no sign of a rescue attempt. 

Earlier, Friday, the gunmen 
ordered the helicopter to take 
off, then landed an ho&r later 
after circling Mineralnye 
Vody, a mineral springs resort 
1,300 kilometres south of Mos- 
cow. Russian TV said they 
were forced to turn around by 
helicopters carrying comman- 
dos, but security ministry 
spokesman Alexei Kandaurov 


said bad weather kept the air- 
craft from heading south to- 
wards Iran. 

“The bandits are changing 
their demands and conditions 
every minute, and they could 
change their destination, too. 
They don’t really know what 
they want,” Maxim Peshkov, a 
Russian Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial, told the Associated Press 

In Tehran, the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry expressed 
“deep concern over the ugly 
and indecent act of hijacking 
several innocent children” and 
said the Islamic republic was 
ready to cooperate with the 
Russian government to save 
the children’s lives. 

The drama began Thursday 
morning when the gunmen, 
armed with three automatic 
rifles and a pistol, burst into a 
classroom at school No. 25 in 
Rostov-on-Don. 

They forced teacher Ludmi- 
la Selikbova and approximate- 
ly a dozen students, believed to 
be about 14 years old, into a 
bus and drove to a military air 
base, where they demanded a 
plane or helicopter to Iran. 

It was not dear exactly why 
the gunmen chose Iran as their 
destination, Itar-Tass said they 
were "Caucasians,” meaning 
that they came from the Cau- 
casus mountains region of 
southern Russia, Armenia, 
Georgia and Azerbaijan. 

Itar-Tass quoted some chil- 
dren as saying the hostage tak- 
ers wanted treatment for syphi- 
lis. A conflicting report said 
the gunmen warned that they 
were infected with AIDS and 
had nothing to lose. 


Palestinians 
win ‘battle 
of flags’ in 
Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM, occupied 
Wesr Bank (Agencies) — The 
Palestinians Friday won their 
four-day battle of the flags with 
the Israeli army in Bethlehem, 
allowing Christmas eve festivi- 
ties in the birthplace of Jesus to 
go ahead as planned. 

“There's no use fighting 
against a flag and so we de- 
cided to let it go so as not to 
spoil the festivities.” General 
Gaby Zohar. head of the milit- 
ary administration for the West 
Bank, told AFP. 

“But we think it's a shame ro 
mix nationalism with religion.” 

Elias Freij, mayor of the 
West bank town and a peace 
negotiator with Israel, battled 
for four days with the army, 
which on Tuesday ordered the 
Palestinian flag to be lowered 
from the town hall. 

On Friday morning, just 
hours after the red-green- 
black-white flag was torn down 
for the second time members 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's mainstream 
Fateh faction asked the mayor 
for permission to raise the col- 
ours again. 

“Do what you want. I ha- 
ven't been able to get the 
Israeli authorities to agree,” 
was Mr. Freij’s response. The 
defiant activists raised the 
flap, and after moments of 
hesitation and tension, the sol- 
diers decided to ndte no action. 

On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day nights, the army pulled 
down the flap under the cover 
of darkness, trying to avoid 
both the media and confronta- 
tion, but they went up again. 

Mr. Freij had threatened to 
call off the Christmas festivi- 
ties, which he himself had de- 
clared for the first time on six 
years of intifada against Israeli 
rule, to mark the Sept. 13 
autonomy deal. 

But Mr. Arafat intervened 
on Thursday, phoning the 
mayor to order that the festivi- 
ties go ahead. The PLO chair- 
man promised to contact 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and find a solution. 

Mr. Rabin refuses to allow 
Palestinian flap over public, 
municipal and religious build- 
up, although the colours have' 
been hoisted across the West' 
Bank and Gaza Strip since the. 
Israel-PLO accord on auton- 
omy. 

But Tourism Minister Uzi 
Baram said Friday that it was 
wrong to allow such a fuss over 
flap. 

“We have the right to hoist 
our national symbol, but we' 
will do everything to avoid 
clashes with soldiers so that 
Christmas passes in peace," 
Mr. Freij said. 

While hundreds of Palesti- 
nian scouts paraded through 
Manger Square in from of the 
Church of the Nativity, a 
Palestinian climbed a ladder 
and replaced the flag Friday. 

Israeli police tried to detain 
the man, but crowds hustled 
him into the cityhail and 
taunted the officers with cries 
of “Fateh.” 

After a few minutes, under 
the glare of television cameras 
from around the world, the 
police gave up trying to reach 
the activist. 

Israeli forces had not 
attempted to interfere with the 
parading scouts who were mar- 
ching behind Palestinian flap 
past several thousand onlook- 
ers. 

Fateh spokesman Nafiz A] 
Rifai stood under the flag on 
the municipality steps and said- 
“We said we would raise the ■ 
flag if the Israelis pulled it 
down and we have done so. 
This is a Palestinian national 
holiday for Christians and* 
Muslims.” 

Mr. Arafat, in a three-page 
Christmas message faxed to 
Bethlehem, said all Palesti- 
nians regardless of their faith ' 
must work together to build an 
independent state with Jem-' 
salem as its capital. 

Mr 1 . Arafat said he hoped to 
be in Beihelehm for next* 
Christmas. 

“We are embarking on a 
new and decisive stage in the ' 

(Continued on p» gr S) 
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Rabin’s Christmas speech 
urges patience for peace 


NAZARETH (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
bringing Christmas greetings to 
Arabs in the Galilee town 
.where Jesus lived, urged 
Israelis and Palestinians not to 
lose faith in the pursuit of 
peace. 

“We will overcome the 
obstacles and find the solu- 
tions. But please, let's not lose 
patience,” he told Arab Christ- 
ian leaders ir» Nazareth, the 
biggest Arab city in Israel, on 
Thursday. 

I Arabs from all over Galilee 
3gave Mr. Rabin a warm wel- 
come in Nazareth, where Jesus 
made his home. 

! But in Bethlehem, Jesus's 
.traditional birthplace in the 
occupied West Bank, a row 
raged with Israel over the rais- 
ing of a Palestinian flag. 

Palestinians hoisted the flag 
up a five-metre pole outside 
dty hall. Israel said so blatant a 
symbol of Palestinian state- 
hood most not fly from a public 
building in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

“This is a Palestinian feast 
and we want to celebrate it 
with our national flag," in- 
sisted Nafiz A1 Rifai, an activ- 
ist from the Fateh movement 
in Bethfehem. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
in September signed a historic 
accord offering limited auton- 
omy to Palestinians on the- 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

But Israeli and PLO nego- 
tiators have since then failed to 
agree on implementing the 
agreement, which is to take 
effect initially on the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. 

Fateh is keen to sell the 
accord on limited self-rule and 
a troop withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho as the foundation 


stone of an independent home- 
land. Hence its attachment to 
the symbols and trappings of 
statehood. The flags, outlawed 
before the September accord. 


fly from many private homes 
buildings. 


but few public buildings. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias 
Freij, defending the flag, said 
the row could" force him to 
cancel the first Christmas plan- 
ned in Bethlehem in the six 
years since the start of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

It was unclear how the affair 
would end. 

In a reminder of the violence 
that has plagued the occupied 
territories, a small pipe-bomb 
was discovered and defused by 
the Israeli army near the 
Church of the Nativity in Man- 
ger Square on Thursday night. 
It was not known who planted 
the device. 

In Nazareth, home to 60,000 
Israeli-Arab citizens, Mr. 
Rabin dodged questions about 
the flag dispute and everything 
else. 

But in a speech be said: “Let 
us not forget that we are part- 
ners — Palestinians, the PLO 
and us — on the (peace) path. 
We must stick to this path, 
even if there are brief stops, 
and not lose the faith and hope 
we will adieive our goal." 

In Nazareth there was no 
sense of the menace pervading 
Bethlehem, the other major 
Christmas venue in the Holy 
Land. The only flags in sight 
were little plastic Israeli ones 
beside Mr. Rabin as he spoke 
at a hotel. 

Nazareth, a half-Christian, 
balf-Muslim town, is site of the 
Catholic Basilica of the 
Annunciation, built on the ate 
where tradition says angels 
told Mary she would bear the 
Son of God. 

Speakers who greeted Mr. 
Rabin praised the birth both of 


Jesus and of Arab-Israeli 
peace. Hundreds applauded 
when he was presented as the 
brave man who chose to walk 
the path of peace. 

Answering criticism by Tew- 
fik Zayyad, Nazareth’s mayor 
and an Israeli parliament mem- 
ber. Mr. Rabin committed his 
government to work for grea- 
ter equality of Israeli Arabs 
and Jews. 

One of the chief complaints 
of Israel's SOOjOOO Arab 
citizens is that they do not 
receive government services 
equal to those of 4.3 million 
Jews. 

Israel and Palestinian peace- 
makers are due to resume their 
talks in Cairo on Monday, hop- 
ing to break a deadlock that 
delayed the planned Dec. 13 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from the occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 


Smith meets Rabin 


Mr. Rabin briefed Britain’s 
opposition Labour Party leader 
John Smith on the Middle 
East peace process Wednes- 
day, a government spokesman 
said. 

“The prime minister drew a 
picture of the peace process 
and the general situation m the 
Middle East," spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari said. 

“He explained the progress 
made in discussions with the 
Palestinians and Arab coun- 
tries." 

Mr. Smith, who arrived on 
Monday night, was also sche- 
duled to meet Palestinian lead- 
ers, tour the Galilee and Golan 
Heights and take a three-day 
family holiday in Israel before 
flying home on Dec. 30. 

The Labour leader was in- 
vited by the Israeli Labour 
Party and the foreign ministry. 


18 said killed in 
Iraqi Kurdish clash 


ANKARA (R) — Clashes in 
northern Iraq between rival 
Iraqi Kurdish groups have kil- 
led at least 18 people in the 
past few' days, a Kurdish offi- 
cial said Friday. 

Safeen Dizayee, Ankara- 
based representative of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP), said the .KDP would 
mediate between the Kurdish 
Islamic Party (KIP) and the 
leftist Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) if the two sides 
agreed to a ceasefire. 

“It’s a vendetta which 
started a few months ago and 
seemed to have settled down 
but has now erupted again," he 
fold Reuters. “Both sides are 
on the alert." 

• The fundamentalist KIP, 
$aid to have links with both 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, has 
long refused to integrate its 
forces within the united Pesh- 
(nerga army set up by the 
regional Kurdish government 
which holds sway in northern 
Iraq. 

; Mr. Dizayee said the dashes 
began after the burial of a KIP 
man in the northeastern town 
bf Raniya four days ago. KIP 
fighters stormed a PUK office 
jn the town, killing five PUK 
members. 

.* The PUK then retaliated 
with an attack which killed 
four KIP members in the near- 
by town of Khoi Sanjafc. 

; Five PIK fighters and three 
PUK men, including a major 
named Kaizan, were killed in 
clashes on Thursday in the 
mountainous Haybat Sultan 
area between Khoi Sanjak and 
Suleymaniyeh. 

I Clashes between the two 
groups have also been reported 
in Chamchamal on the 


Suleymaniyeh- Kirkuk road, 
and in Shaqlawa. 

KDP leader Massoud Barza- 
ni and PUK leader J ala! Tala- 
bani met in Erbit last Saturday 
and agreed to form an eight- 
man security committee com- 
prising themselves, the head of 
the regional government, the 
parliament speaker and two 
other leading members of the 
KDP and PUK with a mandate 
to enforce the rule of law. 

The two men, who com- 
mand large followings in north- 
ern Iraq, urged “the resolution 
of all differences and problems 
through brotherly ways and 
political means and (without) 
use of arms.” 

That move was prompted by 
an attack on government 
forces by fighters loyal to a 
renegade member of the now- 
dissolved Kurdish Socialist 
Party, named Mohammad Ha- 
jji Mahmoud. 

Kurds gained control of a big 
swathe of northern Iraq after 
the 1991 Gulf war. Since then 
Western warplanes based in 
Turkey have protected them 
from Iraqi government forces. 

The Turkish cabinet agreed 
on Thursday to ask parliament 
to renew for a further six 
months the mandate of the 
Western force, known as Op- 
eration Provide Comfort Two. 

The United States, Britain 
and France have protestd to 
Iraq about an incident on 
Tuesday in which they said 
Iraqi soldiers fired on a patrol 
of 25 U.S. British, French, 
Kurdish and Turkish personnel 
in a four-vehicle convoy - 

They warned Iraq of unspe- 
cified serious consequences if 
its troops fired agin at an 
international patrol. 


U.S. honours 
employees 
executed 
in Sudan s 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
United States government has 
presented the families of two 
Sudanese nationals executed 
while serving with USAID in 
southern Sudan a prestigious 
award. The U.S. embassy here 
said Thmsday. 

The award was granted to 
the families of Andrew Tombe 
and Boudoin Tally “in recogni- 
tion of the exceptional loyalty, 
valor and heroism they display- 
ed in service to the U.S. gov- 
ernment’s humanitarian relief 
efforts and to their col- 
leagues," the embassy said in a 
statement. 

The awards were presented 
to the families of the deceased 
in a ceremony organised at the 
U.S. embassy Tuesday, it said. 

Mr. Tombe and Mr. Tally, 
who worked at USAID’s office 
in Juba in southern Sudan, 
were arrested in mid-1992 and 
executed by the Sudanese gov- 
ernment. 

The release lamented that 
“to this date the government of 
Sudan has . yet to provide these 
employees* families and foe 
U.S. government with a satis- 
factory explanation of how and 
why they died.” 

An earlier government state- 
ment said Mr. Tombe had 
been executed in October 1992 
after confessing at his trial in 
Juba on August 15 last year to 
anti-government activities. 

The embassy said that 
statement had referred to 
“unspecified evidence from 
unnamed witnesses and an 
alleged confession by Mr. 
Tombe that has never been 
released." 



U.S. soldiers in Mogadishu decorate a Christ mas tree (AFP photo) 

Strong U.N. presence needed in 


Somalia for a year — diplomats 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — A strung U.N. pre- 
sence is needed in Somalia fur 
at least a year after the with- 
drawal of U.S. troops to give 
the war and famine-ravaged 
country a chance to rebuild. 
U.N. officials say. 

The International organisa- 
tion faces a difficult tusk in the 
coming months, with units 
from France. Belgium. Ger- 
many and Italy due to leave 
Somalia along with the remain- 
ing 11.000 U.S. forces, due to 
leave by March 31. 

But Britain's U.N. Ambas- 
sador Sir David Han nav said 
the Security Council countries 
hoped to maintain a substantial 
U.N. presence beyond March. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali has heen seeing 
peacekeeping forces from 
some 40 countries — notably 
African states as well as India. 
Pakistan and Malaysia — to 
keep the level of troops at 
about 20.000 from the current 
29. IKK), a Western diplomat 
said. 

Diplomats said U.S. Admir- 
al Jonathan Howe, the Secur- 
ity Council representative in 
Somalia, told a closed-door 
meeting Tuesday, that an end 
to the U.N, mission in, March 
could plunge the country back 
into chaos, but that prospects 
•would be better if the mission 
is extended until March 1995. 

Mr. Hannay said that in the 
interim, the U.N. must work 


on establishing a national 
council that will "bring together 
warring clans in Somalia. 

Mr. "Howe's comments to 
Security Council members and 
during a meeting with ambas- 
sadors from troop contributing 
states were related to reporters 
its the council was trying to 
figure out how to hold together 
the operation after U.N. States 
troops pull out in March. 

The most hopeful news came 
from Pakistan which offered 
1.5(H) infantry troops, a hospit- 
al unit and -support soldiers for 
a total of about 2.500 person- 
nel. This would he in addition 
to the 5.tX)0 Pakistanis already 
in Somalia. 

One condition is that they 
receive proper equipment from 
the United States or else- 
where. Pakistani envoys said. 
Pakistan’s U.N. Ambassador 
Jamsheed Marker made foe 
offer despite the 33 casual ities 
his country has suffered. 

In addition to Pakistan, 
which may command the op- 
eration. troops are expected 
from India. Egypt. Malaysia. 
Nigeria and other states, 
although few have committed 
themselves yet. But heavy 
equipment and logistics are 
still lacking. * 

“Over time dearly we must 
move to a dvilian operation by 
-scaling down foe troops." Mr.- 
Howe, a retired U.S. rear 
admiral, was quoted as saying. 
“In the interim, troops will be 


needed, in ever redudng num- 
bers we hope, until March 
1995." 


Most U.N. forces to date 
have been tied down in Moga- 
dishu. sealed behind barracks, 
against hostile militia, many 
loyal to warlord General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. 


Fierce battles in October in 
which 18 U.S. Army Rangers 
were killed resulted in Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's decision to 
remove all American troops by 
March 31. 


Diplomats said Mr. Howe 
wanted a smaller presence in 
Mogadishu and more U.N. 
efforts in areas where recreat- 
ing political structures and a 
functioning police force were 
possible. 

To this end other ports, air- 
ports and supply routes would 
have to be opened to avoid 
dependence on the capital. 

Mr. Howe hopes Somalis 
can create a loose transitional ' 
national council next month 
even if General Aideed refuses 
to join. 

“There is no plan to isolate 
anyone.” Ambassador Hannay 
told reporters. 

“The approach is to find an 
inclusive solution that includes 
all the clans in Somalia... that 
•does not mean to say it could" 
not be established in a less than 
inclusive way,” he told repor- 
ters. 


Palestinian children to learn own history 

By Acii Tabbara throughout the Palestinian 

Agence France Presse education system the following 

vear. 


BIR ZEIT. occupied West 
Bank — Palestinian children 
will next year for the first time 
study the history of their own 
people and learn that Israel has 
the right to exist alongside a 
future Palestinian state. 

"Our history books will be 
based on resolutions of the 
Palestine National Council 
which stipulate the right to a 
Palestinian state alongside the 
state of Israel.” said Fathieh 
Nasro, a lecturer at the depart- 
ment of education at the main 
Palestinian university of Bir_ 
Zeit. north of Ramallah. 

“Our teachers will relate the 
creation of the state of Israel 
with reference to United Na- 
tions Resolution 181 on the 
partition of Palestine and the 
exile of hundreds of thousands 
of their parents through Re- 
solution 194 which stipulates 
their right to return or to com- 
pensation." 

She added: “They will relate 
the known facts of our history 
and rely on U.N. resolutions 
leaving aside ideological pre- 
judices." 

The new works will be used 
on an experimental basis in 
some schools in 1994 before 
becoming standards texts 


Geography books will show 
the different stages of the 
partition in maps, first under 
the British mandate after the 
1947 U.N. vote, in 1949 after 
an armistice between Israel 
and Arabs, and then the map 
of occupation following the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Since the signing on Sept. 13 
of foe Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy agreement. 124 
Palestinian education experts 
have been hammering out a 
unified curriculum for the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Naim Abul Hommos, gener- 
al secretary of the Palestinian 
Higher Education council, 
which brings together all edu- 
cational establishments, said 
the curriculum had been de- 
bated in the autonomy talks at 
El Arish. Egypt, where Israel 
and the PLO have negotiated 
the transfer of civilian power. 

“The Israelis at first deman- 
ded a say in the programmes, 
which we refused." said Mr. 
Hommos. who took part in foe 
El Arish talks. 

"We finally settled on a re- 
solution saying ‘foe Palestinian 
and Israeli school programmes 
should contribute to the peace 


process’," he said. 

“We are talking about a re- 
volution .because until now 
Palestinians have never studied 
text books which they have 
prepared themselves." 

During the mandate period, 
the British set the curriculum, 
then Jordan in the West Bank 
and Egypt in the Gaza Strip. 

After 1967. the Israeli milit- 
ary authorities removed all re- 
ferences to the Palestinian 
question as well as maps of 
Palestine. Even the word 
Palestine disappeared from 
text books and the curriculum 
has not changed in 26 years. 

Today Palestinian children 
still learn from tattered text 
books that, "the Yemenite 
people pursue foe fight against 
British occupation. 

But that finished in 1967. 

They are taught that the 
United Arab Republic, a brief 
union between Egypt and Syria 
which ended in 1962, still ex- 
ists. 


In the Gaza Strip, students 
learn the history of the phar- 


aohs. 

“Palestinian pupils study 
from books which have no- 
thing to do with reality," said 
Mr. Nasro. “They learn every- 
thing abput the Nabataean dty 
of Petra, but nothing about 
Jerusalem, their capital." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Fresh claims of Gulf syndrome In Britain 


LONDON (R) — Fresh claims emerged on Friday of British 
Gulf war veterans suffering from an unexplained illness since 
serving in foe Gulf to drive Iraq from Kuwait. The Guardian 
newspaper, which on Thursday launched extensive coverage of 
illnesses among Untied States servicemen and foeir auldren, 
reported similar problems among British servicemen. In one 
a British doctor who served on an air force base tn the Gulf 
believed she had contracted foe so-called Gulf syndrome, 
leading to unexplained breathing problems, high temperatures, 
chest pains, profuse sweating and sickness. She ha d be en 
seating others suffering from such an illness. The Guardian 
reports say as many as 500 British service personnel we suffering 
from similar symptoms to the 4,000 U 5. Gulf veterans said to be 
suffering from the syndrome. Some have fallen HI themselves^ 
others have bad children with defects. The iH doctor, whom the 


Guardian did not name, was quoted as suggesting her illness 
ed to others. “At times l was unable to walk 


could also be passed - ~ - .... 

straight and I slurred my speech as though I was drunk, she 
'said. “My father, who was caring for me, also contracted the 
symptoms. He broke out in a rash of blisters and was m hospital 
•for two weeks.” No one seems to have a clear answer on foe 
cause of foe syndrome. Some researchers have pointed to the 
widespread use of depleted uranium-tipped, armour-piercing 
weapons in foe 1991 Gulf war. suggesting large areas could be 
contaminated by radioactivity. 


Turkey deports freed, German reporter 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish authorities on Friday deported a 
German journalist who was jailed on charges of helping rebel 


Kurds, the Anatolia news agency said. Stefan Waidberg, 26, was 
released from jail in foe Aegean port of Izmir on Thursday on a- 

S residential pardon and flown home to Germany.. President 
u ley man Demirel pardoned him after receiving a medical 
report that he was suffering from "chronic psychosis.'' A court 
sentenced Mr. Waidberg to three years and nine months jn 
January for helping and sheltering guerrillas of the separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK). He was arrested in November 
1992 on suspicion of being a PKK courier. Tape cassettes and 
documents of separatist Kurds were found in his possession. Mr. 
Waidberg, a warehouse worker for an electronic company m 
Freiburg. Germany, worked as a freelance journalist for Radio 
Dreyeckland in foe same town. Ji": 


UAE offers rewards for information on drugs 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab emirates (UAE) on 
Friday offered rewards for people with information of drag 
smugglers. The Emirates News Agency (WAM) quoted an 
Interior Ministry official as saying authorities will give rewards d£ 
than 200,000 dirhams ($54,495) “to those who give- 


more 


information that leads to the arrest of drug smugglers and 
traffickers." “The official said assurances would be given to 
safeguard foe secrecy of the information and its source” The 
official gave telephone numbers that people could call in. the! 
seven emirates of foe UAE, the region's busiest trade centre 
with 12 ports. “Hie Interior Ministry urges each citizen and 
resident to directly contribute to this national duty... towards 


drug trade on foreigners who make up more than TO per cent 
of its two million people. Officials say the UAE authorities 
seized more than eight tonnes of drugs between 1987 and 1992- * 


India, Israel to cooperate In agriculture 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India' and Israel signed an agreement 
here Friday for cooperation in the fields of agricultural science 
and technology, including research, education and joint ven- 
tures. The agreement was inked by Agriculture Ministers 
Balram Jakhar of India and Yaakov Tsur of IiraeL Indian 
officials said a key area of cooperation would be in water and soil 
management, including foe optimal use . of water through 
sprinkler irrigation systems, the development of ground water 
resources and erosion control. “There is a vast scope for bilateral 
cooperation.” Mr. Jakhar said, adding that India would import 
liquid fertilisers from Israel to boost production. Mr. Tsur said 
scientists from foe two countries which established diplomatic 
links only last year, “can cooperate intensively in plant and 
animal sciences, plant protection, veterinary science, farm 
mechanisation and technology." 


Sudan and Ethiopia to boost ties 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan and its eastern neighbour Ethiopia, 
who have had troubled relations in, foe past, have agreed to 
improve ties. An eight-day meeting of a joint ministerial 
committee, headed by Sudan Vice President Major General A1 
Zubeir Mohammad Saleh and Ethiopian Prime Minister Tamirat 
Layne, ended in Khartoum on Thursday. The two sides signed 
nine agreements to promote Dade and commerce and encourage 
cooperation m culture in foe fields of information, youth, 
education, health, water resources and refugee problems. Three 
trade agreements worth between $10 million and $15 million 
were also endorsed. They agreed to combat customs fees evasion 
at the border and car smuggling. Sudan and Ethiopia also 
decided to build cross-border roads, one of them a highway, at a 
cost of $51 million. " 


1 
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U.S. will not release Somalia battle footage 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. militaiy will not release a 
video of an Oct. 3 gun battle that killed 18 American troops in 
Somalia and probably contributed to the resignation of U.S. 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin, a newspaper says. The U.S. 
Defence Department cited national security considerations in 
rejecting requests by ABC News and the National Security News 
Agency to obtain the tapes, the Boston Globe reported in 
Friday’s editions.. According to the globe, foe film shows: Two 
ranger helicopters going down, two members of a U.S. Army 
Delta sniper team dropping from a helicopter to protecr 
survivors of one of the crashed craft until they in turn run out of 
ammunition and are killed; another small helicopter making a 
daring landing in foe middle of a street to take off wounded. 
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Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 
652526. 

EvaageBcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
824338. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregatftm Td. 684195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 823824, 654932 
Chordi of Naartne Tel. 675691, 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


The weather will be dear and re- 
latively cold. Fog will cover the desert 


St. Mary afNacareth Church SwcHfcht 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 

6327X5. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Charcb of the Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

Do la SoBc Church Td. 661757 
Tcrrammta Charcb T. l: 622366 


and mountainous areas during the 
ning. In the < 


night and the early morning. In the day 
time a slight rise in te m p era ture will 
take place. Wadi ^ ^ easterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaoa. winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 


MinTMax- temp. 

7/18 

13/22 

4/19 


Jordan Valley 10 / 23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman 64 per cent. Aqaba 56 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY* 

AMMAN: 

Or. Mohammad Al Suwwi 732056 

Dr. Jamil Maratt 77 614 9 

Dr. Mukhfcs Haiass 819220 

Dr. Jamal Jibarah 847351 

Flras pharmacy 6619 12 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

AiAscma pharmacy 637055 

Naireukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yarn ub pharmacy 644945 

Sbmctsani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBUh 

Dr. Ali Omari 272032 

Al Quds Pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef A wad 988075 


Khafifcfc pharmacy . — 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 66111) 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 63034! 

Gvfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoTicc 192.6211 1). 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PsbBe Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaDs 010230 

Ccnrral Amman Telephone 

S «s 623101 

Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 il 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity J.Aran.,,, 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Maims. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsaai 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 7T7101/3 

Al-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15. 

Onccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt. Hospital (WW83323 

Zaroa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

AlHiluu Modem Hospital (09)990990 

IRBID-. 

Princess Basraa Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02072275 

IbnAINafccs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

flrincessHaya Hospital .... (03)3141(1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


litN Frank f u rt, Vienna (RJ) 

213i (add.) Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Vienna (O A) 

1*30 - Sanaa (IY) 

1735 Rome(AZ) 

18*5 Dubai (EM) 

28=18 Paris. Damascus (AF) 


HUM RAILWAY TRAIN 


Art. 

Dtp. 

Air. 


IWOsja.creiy Monday 
5J0jwo. every Mowtajr 
- 730 un, every Susdq 
> 5dJ0p.«.ererfSnad«y 


MARKET m 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


UppciAowcr price In Os per kg. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


This information is s u pp Bc d by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart - 
meat at the Queen Aka International 
Airport Td. (08153200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

5* kkrta-SinpDaretRJ) 

£5 NcwDrik(RJ) 

•MS Again (W) 



•W8 — Karadri. Dubai (RJ) 

*•=•• - - — Beirut (RJ) 

5* CotoebojRj) 

15;» London (RJ) 

■&£ New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*55 _ Okofaj 

■755 London. Sofia (RJ) 


•jW Bcfniti 

11-38 (Rj| 

11:35 -■ Paris, Brussels 

■1:45 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

»*<* London (RJ i 

12*5 Cairo! 

>«• (add.) Jcddahl 

3M9 ........................ Laraueil 

- Bahrain. Doha I 

3fc3# Jeddah ( 

2WS - Damascus! 

21:38 Abu Dhabi. Dubai 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Ap^ie 720/400 

Banana «... 68Q 

Banana (Mukamraar) QD 

Beans 600/900. 

Criohage 80/50 

— ..««» 240/160 

Cauliflower I... 200/ {Q0 

Oemondoo 22B/14Q 

Cuewnhewpaiirt. 150/100 

Cucumbers (sanity 330 / 300 

240 / 70 

Grapefruit .. — .. 3WW0 

Uw*r 170 /MB 

MarrowfWI™ 160/80 

Marrow ( bimB) 320 / 220 

Obve»(jrccii) 700/500 

55W----C WHO- 


.*** — Dutm(EM) 

23=55 — Damascus, Paris (AF) 


Orion (dry) .. 

Orrion (giixn) 

PrapcrTbgt). 

■ItMHMlrii 

Pepper (sweet) 

ftSaifr. - 

RmHsh 140/80 

30V ISO 


.. 400 / 300 
.. 240/160 
1. 240/180 
- 260/-180 
•ri 26V 160 


-f 


■ » |.. 


V 

V 


.... 180/GO- 
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Japan to extend over 30 m 
in aid to Jordan next year 


By; a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN. — ; Japan is appre- 
ciative of the Jordanian con- 
tribution to the Arab-Israeli 
peace process and win extend 
$30 million to $40 million m 
. aid to the Kingdom during 
1994 tB addition to financing 
a major power-generation 
project in Aqaba, according 
‘.to a senior official. 

The official said the peace 
process was one of the key 
topics for the discussions that 
prime Minister Abdul Salam 
.Majali held with his Japanese 
counterpart Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa and other Japanese 
government leaders during 
his visit in mid-December to 
Tokyo. 

The Japanese leaders ex- 
pressed appreciation of Jor- 
dan's commitment to a 
negotiated peace settlement 
with. Israel and urged the 
Kingdom to make some 
“symbolic” gesture to reflect 
the progress Jordan has 
reachra m peace talks with 


the Jewish state, said the 
official, who did not want to 
be identified. 

In his talks with Dr. Ma- 
jali, Mr. Hosokawa pledged 
Japanese help to Jordan to 
reduce the Kingdom's foreign 
debts, Tokyo Foreign Minis- 
try officials said. But this 
does not mean any writing off 
of the Kingdom's debts to 
Japan since Tokyo is an ar- 
dent opponent of such type of 
debt relief. 

The underlying philosophy 
in the Japanese approach to 
international assistance was 
shaped by Japan’s own ex- 
perience after World War II . 

Japan, which grew from 
die ashes of its economy after 
the war to become one of die 
top international aid donors, 
insists that aid recipients de- 
pend on themselves to de- 
velop their economies and 
repay foreign debts in the 
long terra rather than seeking 
debt relief in the form of 
write-off. 

Japan holds $900 million in 
Jordanian debts, the bulk of 
it (up to $800 million) ex- 
tended in the form of soft 


loans with one per cent 
annual interest and repayable 
in 30 years. The loans were 
mostly extended shortly after 
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
in August 1990 and aimed at 
helping Jordan absorb its 
economic losses from the cri- 
sis sparked by the invasion. 

The Japanese government 
is ready to reschedule Jor- 
dan’s debt repayments, but 
said debt write-off was out of 
question, the official said. 

Tol$yo promised to look 
into a Jordanian request to 
extend op to $150 million in 
loans to an expansion project 
of the Aqaba Thermal Power 
Plant, the official said. 

The project, which entails 
doubling the 130-megawatt 
diesel-run generation capac- 
ity at the plant, was frozen in 
1989 when commercial 
quantity gas was found in the 
Kingdom's eastern border 
with Iraq. 

According to the official, 
the return of more than 
320,000 Jordanian expatri- 
ates after the Gulf crisis 
scrambled the Kingdom’s 
power-generation plans and 
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AMMAN iJ.T.i A -roup of 
young Jordanians were 
awarded certificates Tltursilax 
In 'Tourism and Antiquities 
Minister Mohammad Affasli 
Adwan at the competition of a 
training course in the techni- 
ques and methods of restora- 
tion and renovation of 
mosaics. 

The two-month course was 
conducted by experts from the 
Madaba Mosaics School and 
funded hv a grant of S27.IHKI 
from the United States Agency 
for International Development 
{USAID). 


The graduation ccrcniuin 
uys. held at Mount N, l'.* ••..n 
Madaba. and was attended by 
Jordanian. U.S. and Italian 
government officials, the gra- 
duating students and their 
families. 

Jordanians received practic- 
al training during the course by 
working on tlv* cleaning, res- 
toration and renovation of the 
mosaic floors in two Bxzaniinc 
(5th 'fit h centuries) churches in 
Madaba: The Sunna' Church 
and the Church of Al Khader. 
The students also remnnted 
mosaic pavements which the 
Department of Antiquities has 


had to remove Irom their ori- 
ginal sites in Madaba and (lie 
Mirnmnding area. These are 
now on display in the Madaba 
ArchaeoUmic-.il Park. 

Since IWI. USAID Jordan, 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities and the American 
Centre for Oriental Research 
(ACOK) in Amman have been 
actively cooperating in protects 
leading to cultural preserva- 
tion. 

"Hie Madaba Mosaic School 

is administered jointly by the 
Jordanian Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Ministry of Tour- 
ism and Antiquities. 
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IAF 
holds 
elections 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) held 
Majlis Shura elections Friday, 
lV, ^ronly four days after an open 
' “ split between party dores and 
hardliners threatened to create 
an unprecedented crisis. 

Six of the party's seventeen- 
member executive committee 
resigned . last Tuesday over a 
dispute involving the last mi- 
nute inclusion of some 300 new 
v \ applicants to the party’s elec- 
toral list. 

. r ~ x Hardliners wanted the inclu- 
sion of the new. members while 
✓ dores, led by IAF Secretary 
_ General Ishak Fariian, did not. 

After the last Majlis Shura, 
or central Committee, meeting 
^ of the year decided Thursday 
. .i(fAf 1 to hold the elections on time 
jkZ i** it and postpone the inclusion of 
. new members, the IAF lead- 
#■**■ • ership announced that the par- 

. 5 N *y wolHd bold it’s second eleo- 
bons since' the party was legal- 
-M rf in December 1992, on 

... 6 Friday. 

... -** , The Majlis has 120 seats, 
* which are filled by any of the 

party’s 2000- members. The 
fAF who said election results 
} wouhi be announced Saturday, 
j said Friday .that “most IAF 
j mem ben voted.” 

* The^Majlis is elected for a 
? one year term. 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


JTV presents morning programmes 

AMMAN (Petra) — As of Thursday, Dec. 23, Jordan 
Television started morning broadcasts or programmes mainly 
directed at school children who have started a month-long 
mid-year holiday. A television statement said that program- 
mes will start every day at 10 a.m. in the morning and run until 
12 noon when a news bulletin will be presented. 

Over 75,000 persons apply for jobs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Service Commission (CSC) has 
received 76,342 applications for employment as of die end of 
the November, according to the commission’s statistical 
bulletin. The bulletin said the CSC appointed 8,933 applicants 
during the reporting period. The commission has granted 
scholarships to 205 government employees and involving 163 
others in training course until the end of October, according to 
the bulletin. 

ACC gave farmers JD148m of credits 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Agricultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) has granted JD148 million worth of loans to thousands 
of fanners in Jordan since its establishment. The loans were 
used to finance development projects, including land develop- 
ment and reclamation projects, planting fruitbearing trees, 
developing animal wealth, and purchasing agricultural equip- 
ment, according to ACC Director Mohammad Arabiyat. The 
corporation also invested JD1 .2 million in public shareholding 
agncuftural projects, he said. 

Government prepares for Arbor Day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will celebrate Arbor Day on Jan. 
15 at Wadi Al Qitar area in Abu Alan da. Ministry of 
Agriculture, in cooperation with Amman Municipality, is 
embarking on the necessary preparations. The selected site for 
this year’s celebration is intended to be a national park. With a 
total area Of 1247 dunums, the new “Al Hussein National 
Park” will be planted with 1,000 trees and will be equipped 
with drip irrigation system. 

Major training programme under study 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Service Commission in coop- 
eration with the Institute of Public Administration and the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), will 
undertake a study on a training programme for senior level 
administrative staff. Gerald Graver, director of the top 
leadership training programme at Pittsburg University, has 
arrived here recently on a two week assignment in Jordan to 
carry out the study. 


warranted the resurrection of 
the Aqaba project to meet 
. the projected demand in the 
next few years. 

It was not immediately 
dear whether the sougbt-for 
$150 million Japanese loan 
for the plan included an $80 
million credit that was 
pledged in early 1993 at a 
donors' conference in Paris. 

That $80 million matched a 
World Bank loan to Jordan 
to help streamline the King- 
dom's energy sector. 

In addition to the $30 to 
$40 million in technical aid 
and the $150 million loan for 
the Aqaba project, Japan will 
also extend financing for 
other projects in Jordan, the 
offidal said. Details of the 
projects have not been work- 
ed out, the offidal added. 

Jordan does not qualify for 
outright Japanese grants 
since Tokyo continues to fol- 
low an international conven- 
tion which allows assistance 
to be given to countries with 
less than $800 per capita in- 
come. Jordan’s per capita in- 
come was $1,020 in 1992. 


Police hunt 
murderer 
in Aqaba 

By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A 49-year-old 
man was found brutally mur- 
dered with a sharp weapon in 
his bouse in Aqaba. Thursday, 
and police are investigating the 
case, police and family sources 
said Friday. 

The battered body of Mar- 
wan Mohammad Kabariti, a 
supermarket owner in Aqaba, 
was discovered by his brother, 
a police report said. 

A dose relative of the victim 
told the Jordan Times the vic- 
tim’s brother went to check on 
his brother in his shop in the 
morning but did not find him. 
The brother wept, to. his home, 
and after knocking several 
times on the door he noticed 
some blood on the window, 
and reported the matter to the 
.police. 

“He was killed in a very 
brutal way, and the person 
who killed him must have tor- 
tured him before murdering 
him,” the family member told 
the Jordan Times. 

Furthermore, the source 
said there is a possibility that 
the killer/ldlleis were in search 
of some money, because the 
victim usually takes the cash 
home instead of to the bank, 
and it is possible that the kil- 
ler's aim was the money. 

However, the source said, 
the thieves were unable to find 
the money and left empty 
handed. 

The relative expressed shock 
and disbelief at the murder 
because he said the victim had 
no enemies, and was liked by 
everyone. 

“It had to be money, be- 
cause Marwan (the victim) was 
loved by everyone, and he was 
good to everybody,” the rela- 
tive said. 

Meanwhile, in a separate in- 
cident, a man from Urn Al 
HIran district, south west of 
Amman, has been arrested for 
allegedly killing bis two year- 
old-son, according to a police 
report. 

One report indicated that 
the father had severely beaten 
bis son before killing him with 
severe blows to the stomach, 
and neck. 

It said the victim’s 10-year- 
old sister informed the police 
about the incident which 
occured nearly a month ago. 

The police exhumed the 
body and apprehended the 
child's father. 


Crown Prince briefs new deputies 
on political, economic developments 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Has- 
san Thursday briefed newly- 
elected parliament members 
on the latest developments in 
the peace process and the poli- 
tical and economic pressures 
which Jordan has been facing 
since the Gulf crisis. 

The Prince spoke at length 
about Jordan's polities that 
back the Palestinian drive to 
ensure the Palestinian people 
their legitimate rights in their 
homeland. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
addressing the audience during 
a breakfast banquet held at 
Basman Palace and attended 
by His Majesty King Hussein. 

The King discussed with the 
deputies a number of issues, 
answered their inquires and 
wished them success in their 
important task. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by House Speaker 
Taher Al Masri and Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Al Ma- 
jali as well as the King’s advis- 
ers, the Crown Prince stressed 
the need for enhancing the 
process of close consultations 
with the deputies. 

“We would also like to 
emphasise the importance of 
the Jordanian role in maintaining 
stability in the region amid 
continued Israeli attempts to 
impose hegemony on the re- 
gion,” Prince Hassan stressed. 

Referring to Jordan's imple- 
mentation of the economic res- 
tructuring programme, the 
Crown Prince said that the 
World Bank has paid tribute to 
Jordan for its success in im- 
plementing the programme 
which yielded good results. 



His Mqjesty King Hussein greets the deputies. (Below) His Royal Highness Crown 
outlines to the deputies the latest political and economic developments (Petra photo) 


Prince Hassan 



Economic consultancy 
Council to discuss sales 
tax draft Monday 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
will chair an Economic Consul- 
tancy Council meeting Monday 
to discuss a draft Jaw on the. 
controversial sales tax. 

The council members, repre^ 
senting economic and commer- 
cial sectors will discuss the 
government's dispute with the 
private industrial and commer- 
cial sectors over this law which 
surfaced during the last Tues- 
day's traders and industrialists' 
meeting with Finance Minister 
Sami Gammoh. 

Mr. Gammoh said Tuesday 
that the government's move 
towards the introduction of the 
sales tax would not represent a 
new tax and would not lead to 
higher prices since the new tax 
was aimed at correcting certain 
imbalances in the present taxa- 
tion system. 

He stressed that the sales tax 
would only replace the present 
consumption tax. 

The minister noted that 


under the present system, four 
main categories paid 70 per 
cent of the JD 143 million 
collected in 1993. He specified 
the categories as being the 
cigarettes, cement,, soft drinks 
and steel ban industries. 

The issue has drawn debate 
for more than a year. 

Meanwhile Minister of 
Supply Radi Ibrahim has 
announced that the govern- 
ment was in the process of 
preparing a list of citizens 
whose monthly income ex- 
ceeds JD 500 and. therefore, 
should not be given supply 
card. 

The minister noted this 
group was no more eligible to 
receive food coupons as of the 
beginning of 1994. 

He said that the card can- 
cellation measure would allow 
the government to provide 
basic food supplies to limited 
income groups according to a 
government decision. 


Radio and TV Corp to 
have new staff regulation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Radio and TV Corporation 
Director-General Radi Ai 
Khas Friday said the corpora- 
tion will implement a new staff 
regulation as of the beginning 
of 1994. 

Mr. Al Khas said the new 
regulation was one of the most 
modem in the world noting 
that it would contribute to 
attracting the best and highly 
qualified cadres which, in turn, 
will be translated into better 
programme and better per- 
formance. 

The new regulation will cov- 
er almost 1.000 people working 
at Jordan Radio and Televi- 
sion. One of the major features 
of the new regulations is that it 
gives the salary to the post and 
not the to the degree which the 
employee holds. 


Under the new regulation. 
Jordan Radio and Television 
employees will get attractive 
salaries in return for unique 
performance to encourage 
them to dedicate all their time 
to their work in the radio and 
TV. 

Radio and TV staff, who will 
be covered by this regulation, 
will not be allowed to do any 
part-time jobs outside their 
duty stations. 

Mr. Al Khas stressed the 
need for producing new high 
quality programmes that cun 
compete with international 
programmes. 

He announced that Jordun 
Television will start airing a 
live morning TV programme 
entitled "Good Morning Jor- 
dan." as of Januarv. 


Miserable Christmas for thousands 


(Continued from page 101 

warned of worsening ’floods. 

In France weathermen 
warned of gusting winds of up 
to 13) kilometres an hour on 
the Channel coast, up to 100 
kilometres on the Atlantic 
coast with Corsica fating gales 
of up to 150 kilometres an 
hour. In the coming days, a 
cold front accompanied by 
more rain and snow was ex- 


pected to move across the con- 
tinent. 

In Bonn and the historic city 
of Cologne the waters were 
slowly subsiding Friday morn- 
ing after being swamped by 
record flows. Parts of the old 
town of Cologne were still im- 
mersed Friday, and hundreds 
of people had been forced to 
flee their homes. 

In Lille, northern France, 
homeowners were preparing to 


spend Christmas under water 
as experts warned the Aisne 
would reach record levels at 
about midday Saturday in Sois- 
sons. In flooded areas resi- 
dents have been told to leave 
their homes before Christmas 
day (Saturday). 

Two policemen were feared 
drowned overnight Thursday 
in Ardennes, northern France 
after failing to return from 
their night patrol in their car. 


Libya denies knowledge 


(Continued from page 10) 

But his apparent slip of the 
tongue points to the embar- 
rassment and irritation the in- 
cident has caused the Egyp- 
tians, an ally of both Libya and 
its main foe, the United States. 

President Bill Clinton wrote 
to Egypt to express his concern 
about the disappearance of 


Mr. Kikhia. The missing man’s 
wife and children are U.S. 
citizens and be repotedly in- 
tended to move to the United 
States Mid become an Amer- 
ican citizen. 

Mr. Montasser repeated 
Libya's unyielding line about 
the 1988 Lockerbie airliner 
bombing, saying Libya bad not 

Uaam imirvIiro/4 iv* Mmirt’riO ivn 


the Pan Am plane and two 
Libyans accused of planting 
the bomb would not hand 
themselves over for trial 
The United Nations imposed 
sanctions on Libya in April last 
year and tightened them this 
mouth because it has failed to 
hand over the men for trial in 
either the United States, since 
the plane was American, or 
Scotland, since it exploded 
above the Scottish town 


Workshop studies link of 
demographic changes and 
development planning 


AMMAN (Petra) — The U.N. 
Fund for Population Activities 
(UNFPA) has opened an 
eight-day workshop at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan to discuss 
ways of incorporating demog- 
raphic changes in Jordan's de- 
velopmental planning. 

Organised in cooperation 
with the University of Jordan's 
department for population stu- 
dies. the workshop includes 
lectures and practical applica- 
tions designed to orient the 
participants from private and 
public sector institutions on 
modern trends linking demog- 
raphic changes to development 
schemes and consumption of 
food and water, said Mousa 


Samha. head of the Universi- 
ty’s department director in an 
address at the opening session. 

Lina Obeidat. assistant to 
the U.N. Fund director in Jor- 
dan. paid tribute to the con- 
tinued and. fruitful cooperatiorr 
between the fund and -the uni- 
versity which established the' 
department in 1976- 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion .also was Mohammad Ma- 
qousi the university’s vice pres-' 
ident for academic affairs, who - 
underlined the links between 
the demographic changes to 
social and economic develop- 
ment in the country's . urban 
and rural regions. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

The second exhibition of engineering boobs at the Jordan 
Engineers Association. 

tr Exhibition on the 100th anniversary of the death of French 
novelist Guy De Maupassant at the French Cultural Cente. 

* Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by artists Ibrahim Al Abdnli and- Abdul 
Hussein Twaij at Alia Art Gallery. 

tit Art exhibition by a number of Jordanian artists entitled 
-The Sixth Exhibition — Samples From The Contemporary 
Jordanian Art 93” at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

tic Exhibition “Prints and Drawings of Fakhrdnissa Zeid’’ 
(1915-1991) until the 15th of January *94 at Darat ai Fun on 
of the Abdul Hameed Shoraan Foundation. Also showing the 
“Permanent*’ Exhibition. (TeL 643251/2). 

CHRISTMAS BAZAARS 

& Christmas bazaar at Al Nukhbah Exhibition Hall, Uni- 
versity Road (Tei. 837304, 684257). 

tir Christmas bazaar at the Amman International Auto 
Exhibition/Airport Road. 

LECTURE 

tir Lecture in Arabic entitled “In’ the Historical Memory in 
Light of the Current Stage in the Arb-Israefi Dispute” by 
Dr. Ahmad Sidqi Al Dajani at Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation at 6:00 p.m. 


TAHA & QASH0U 


MECCA ROAD PHONE 81 62 59 
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Hope for new spirit 

THERE WAS bope only a few weeks ago that this 
year’s Christmas in the Holy Land win be different 
from the past 26 years due to the breakthrough on the 
Palestinian-Israeli front as well as on other Arab 
tracks. That hope appears to have been shrinking, 
however, since even hoisting the Palestinian flag over 
the municipality building in Bethlehem has caused an 
Israeli fun*. Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij had been 
promising full celebrations during this year’s Christ- 
mas season as a dramatic sign that peace is weU on its 
way. Needless to say the best Christmas gift that the 
peoples of the area could receive this year would be a 
real movement not only on the PLO-Israeli track but 
also on the other tracks affecting Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon. The recent endeavours in Oslo and Paris 
have taken place amid reports that a compromise is in 
the offing. Shared control over border crossings 
appears to be the basis of this compromise. 

But the spirit of the season has yet to penetrate the 
psyche of the Israelis since they appear to ding to an 
outmoded security doctrine based on militarily secured 
frontiers. Perhaps with time Israel would work on its 
complexes about security, but till **iat happens there 
can be no genuine peace in the land of peace. 

Jerusalem Roman Catholic Patriarch Michel Sab- 
bah sensed the incompletion of the peace process by 
stressing on the occasion of Christmas that Israel 
cannot hold to Jerusalem with utter disregard to 
Palestinian national rights in the holy city or the rights 
of the other two monotheistic faiths in it- “Jeru- 
salem,” he was quoted as saying Tuesday, “belongs to 
two nations, two peoples, Israelis and Palestinians, 
and three religions. So we must find a special statns for 
that which satisfies all these parties.” 

This position obviously irked the Rabin government 
which described the remarks of the Church on the 
future of Jerusalem as repugnant to the peace process 
altogether. At a time when the Vatican is embarking 
on a new policy towards the Jewish state including the 
prospects of establishing diplomatic relations with it, 
the least that we should expect from the Rabin 
government is more appreciation of the religious and 
national rights of others. Hopefully, the Pope would 
not press ahead with his new relations with Israel till 
there is a clearer manifestation of accommodation by 
the Jewish state of the points of view of other parties. 
Patriarch Sabbah summed up the situation when he 
said that “if Israelis want to have peace they most 
rethink it, and if they want reconciliation, if they want 
Jerusalem as they want it, a city of God, a city of 
reconciliation, they must change their mind.” 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily commented on the killing of two Jewish 
settlers in the West Bank town of Ramallah by describing the 
settlers' presence amidst the Arab population as a time bomb 
ready to blow up at any time. Despite arrangements for the 
continued existence of settlements within the autonomy rule 
area in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, no one can deny that 
the settlements constitute a major threat to the whole peace 
process, said the paper. There is no doubt that die settlers’ 
behaviour and the extremist Jewish groups’ actions against the 
Palestinians lie behind the attack bunched by the Palestinian 
freedom fighters two days ago, said the paper. It said that with 
the counterattack, the Palestinians have found the best and 
most proper means to reply to these extremist groups’ actions 
in order to force the Rabin government to respond to the Arab 
demands of ending the occupation. Therefore, the paper 
added, the only means to end the bloodshed is withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from the occupied territories and immediate 
recognition of Palestinian rights. The paper said the Rabin 
government should stop being a victim of the abuses of the 
settlers and the extremist movements in Israel and ought to 
apply the peace deal to avoid further acts of violence. 

A COLUMNIST in Sawt AI Sbasb daily bitterly criticised the 
United States for its double standard policies in dealing with 
Israel and the rest of the countries of the world. Once again, 
Washington proves its total bias towards Israel, by opposing 
calls for its withdrawal from the occupied Arab land, said 
Salameh Ekour. Hie writer said that die United States, which ■ 
has been exercising pressure on the Arab countries to maintain 
the U.N.-imposed sanctions on Iraq, has also been adamant in 
its position against any condemnation by the United Nations 
of Israel's aggression on Arab countries, supporting the Israeli 
government’s intransigent policies and its refusal to comply 
with the requirements of a just peace, said the writer. He said 
that Washington’s policies are bound to continue to serve 
Israel’s interests rather than being of service to American 
.interests. By taking decisions to serve Israel's interests, be 
added, the United States is encouraging the Jewish state to 
reject U.N. resolutions and to drive to maintain Israel's 
military superiority, he added. Criticising Washington's role as 
. a supposedly peace mediator, the writer said that only when 
the United States exercise a neutral stand, it can be considered 
as a genuine peace mediator. He said it is regrettable to find 
the Palestinian leadership and the Arab governments still 
trusting Washington’s policies accepting its suggestions and 
betting » U.S. Middle East policies. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


PLO should reconsider options, 
strategies in fight for ancestral land 


THE LABOURED negotiations between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) are not simply a battle of 
political wits between an occupier and the occupied. By and 
large, the negotiations represent the tug-of-war between two 
peoples both of whom believe that they have undisputable 
historical rights to the land of Palestine. And the deadlock 
between them could be better understood if the negotiations are 
seen in the context of the sovereignty that the Palestinians are 
seeking and the Israelis are not willing to even acknowledge. 

The Palestinians’ negotiating position is based on the premise 
that they are making a historic compromise by simply agreeing 
to negotiate with Israel rather than continuing a war of total 
liberation aimed at eliminating the Jewish state that propped up 
in their 'land 45 years ago. 

On the other hand, with Mr. Yitzhak Rabin and Mr. Shimon 
Peres leading Israel, the Israeli stands bases itself on a 
psychology that it is the Jewish state that is making a concession 
by negotiating with the Palestinians. For them, the creation of 
Israel in 1947/48 was only the culmination of a natural course of 
events. 

While the Palestinian position could be easily understood, it 
might take a closer look to realise the underlying theory in the 
Israeli argument. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres and several others in the ruling 
Israeli circle belong to the Sabra segment of the Israeli society 
— those who were bom and brought up with the notion that .the 
land of Palestine is Jewish land and it was only a matter of time 
before the land is returned to the Jews. 

For them, any acknowledgement of Palestinian sovereignty 
and independence immediately translates into an undermining 
of Israeti claims to sovereignty to the Biblical land. The belief is 
set into their life and blood. 

It is also true that If Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres were in power 
in 1980, then rite return of Egyptian territory under the Camp 
David agr eement would have gone through a much laborious 
process than it actually did under Likud Prime Minister 
Menacfcem Begin. Quite simply, it was easier for Mr. Begin, 
who was of Eastern European origin, to consider returning 
Egyptian territory to Egypt, but it would have been a very 
difficult decision for Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres to have done so, 
given their psychology that any such act would mean giving 
away part of Israel, particularly that several settlements had to 
be dismantled before the land was returned to Egypt. 

Also relevant here is the call by a former chief rabbi on the 
Israeli army on soldiers to disobey orders, if they ever came, to 
dismantle the Jewish settlements in the occupied territories. It 
would be naive to see the call amply as the expression of a 
fanatical extremist Jewish leader on his people to hold on to 
occupied land even if it meant a mutiny in the armed forces. It 
was an appeal by a religious leader to his people not to allow the 
return of what he staunchly believes as the land of Israel and the 
abandonment of not only Biblical land but also a home that was 
given to the Jews as a compensation for their sufferings in 
Europe. 

Whether we like it or not, whether the Israeli argument has 
any international legitimacy or nor, whether Mr. Rabin and 
Company are justified or not in their denial of Palestinian tights, 
the fact remains that given the geopolitics that govern the region 


there is little else the Palestinians could do other than bargaining 
over their rights and making concessions after concesions. 

It is dear that Israel today wants to pacify the Palestinians by 
extending some token gestures that imply the aoeptana ot 
their rights in the long term but any acknowledgement of their 
sovereignty is totally out of the question. 

The “legal” argument that Mr. Rabin mid Mr, Peres are citing 

that the Sept. 13 declaration of principles does not provide 

for Israel agreeing to any step that mean Palestinian sovereignty 
and that the future of the land has to be negotiated tn i three to 
five years from now — is only a smokescreen for the actual 

Israeli intentions. „ , . . 

Obviously, the Israeli leaders believe that once a Palestinian 

self-rule authority takes over the difficult job of keeping peace 
in the occupied territories, Israel can argue that it is on its way to 
eventually address the rights of the Palestinians. Mr. Rabin and 
Mr Peres have predetermined that there is not going to be any 
independent Palestinian state, now or ever if they could help it, 
but in the meantime, they want legitimacy for their country as 
an accepted member of the Middle East; and their objective 
remains to be domination of the region by working from within 

the system. . : . . 

Augmenting the Israeli belief are strong signs that a majonty 
in the Arab World does not really care what happens to the 
Palestinians’ rights in the long run. By going it alone with Israel, 
the PLO has played into the hands of that majonty, which is 
now armed with an argument that it is the funeral of foe 
Palestinians, and the Arabs should not be expected to extend a 
helping hand. 

No doubt, the realisation that the Arab World could not erne 
less for foe Palestinian fate played a major role in propelling the 
PLO into accepting the Oslo accord, hoping that it was only a 
matter of time that it would be able to wrench the required 
“concessions” from the Jewish state. 

But what faces foe PLO today is a formidable negotiator 
whose bottom lines were drawn decades ago and who has no 
intention of going beyond token steps implying that wider doors 
are open at a later stage. 

Jordan is caught in foe middle. It is strongly committed to a 
negotiated peace settlement with - Israel, but it cannot and will 
not proceed unless such a settlement is intrinsically linked to the 
return of foe legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. It is not 
a political strategy or tactic; it is a belief and conviction 
stemming from its commitment to justice and fairness. 

But Jordan is unable to extend a helping hand to the 
Palestinians in their battle with the Israelis if only because the 
Palestinians themselves have positioned themselves at a dis- 
tance. Unless they reposition their stand and swing themselves 
. into a position where they could accept Jordanian help, Jordan 
will remain unable to help them. 

It is time for the PLO to stop in its tracks for a moment and 
reconsider its options and strategies; it might be a good thing for 
foe organisation to realise and appreciate that the present stage 
in Middle East negotiations is too crucial to be undermined by 
narrow visions and undear action and it is high time that it dears 
foe atmosphere with its partners in the peace process. 

Otherwise, foe land of Palestine would be sacrificed at the 
altars of the Sabras of Israel. 


THE’ WEEK IN -PRINT 


Disagreement over Oslo deal 
provisions adversely affects 
the peace process 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallab 


IN THE past week, the local 
Arabic dailies gave promin- 
ence to the Middle East ques- 
tion, the PLO-Jordanian 
links and the PLO-Israeli 
Oslo deal, as well as inter- 
Arab relations and a host of 
domestic issues. 

In discussing the impk- 
mestation of the Oslo dead 
between the PLO and Israel, 
AI Dustour daily said that 
differences in views between 
the two sides are oversha- 
dowing the peace process and 
are bound to adversely affect 
the Middle East process and 
weaken the credibility of the 
PLO and Israeli leaderships. 

The paper noted that the 
abuses of the Jewish settlers 
in the occupied Arab lands 
are responsible for the delay 
in implementation of the 
deal. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i 
daily said that discussing the 
Oslo deal, does not, in any 
way, indicate going back on 
foe Gaza and Jericho first 
agreement. 

Tareq Masarweh said the 
PLO-Israeli difE. cnees focus 
on the interpretation of the 
provisions of that agreement, 
on the border with Jordan 
and Egypt and the extent of 
the areas from which the 
Israelis will withdraw, said 
the writer. 

The Israelis’ realisation 
that foe question of security 
for the Jewish state is as vital 
as is the future of the city of 
Jerusalem. 

Furthermore, said the wri- 
ter, the Palestinians’ control 
of the borders with Jordan 
and Egypt is considered by 
Israel as dangerous for the 
security of the Jewish state 
which considers it as a pre- 
lude to the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

Ibrahim Zarour, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra’i, said the 
‘leftist government in Israel 
has proved that it is no diffe- 
rent from the extremist 
Israeli right. 

Noting that the two sides 
have pioved to be hostile 
towards the implementation , 
of the deal, the writer said ’ 
that the Rabin. government. 
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which is delaying the imple- 
mentation of the deal is con- 
torting the Israeli image to- 
wards peace and discouraging 
the optimistic groups in- 
volved m foe Middle East 
peace process. 

Another AI Ra’i columnist 
said that freezing the Oslo 
deal considered as doing less 
harm to the Palestinian cause 
than its implementation 
which favours Israeli in- 
terests. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said the 
Arabs and the Palestinians 
have been hoping that the 
deal would open foe way for 
the restoration of Arab 
rights, something which 
made foe Palestinians hope 
they will regain their rights 
and the Arabs hope they will 
end the Israeli occupation of 
their homeland, but, he said, 
that it is regrettable to find 
foe Israelis holding adamant- 
ly on to their rejection of a 
comprehensive peace. 

Taher Udwan. a columnist 
in AI Dustonr, e xpr es sed foe 
view that do Arab govern- 


pe&ce in the Middle East. 

The writer said that foe 
Arab regimes, which for 
years have been advocating 


the idea of liberating foe 
Israel-held Arab lands, are 
now driving to promote foe 
concept of peace only by 
advocating foe idea of peace 
based on U.N. resolution 242 
and not demanding the thor- 
ough implementation of 
U.N. resolutions. 

Commenting on the ques- 
tion of Palestinian refugees, 
Fahed AI Fanek, a columnist 
in AI Ra’i, said that while 
initial estimates put the num- 
ber of refugees and displaced 
people at 700,000, the num- 
ber of refugee camps resi- 
dents has proved to be no 
more than 150,000. The wri- 
ter said that since foe camps 
are close to foe main cities, 
the latter have been trans- 
formed into their suburbs. 

■» 

He noted that Jordan is 
home to three million and foe 
Palestinians ought to be 
granted their wish to repat- 
riation and allowed to return 
to their homeland. If they do 
wish to return, as long as foe 
refugees are holding Jorda- 
nian passports, the Jordanian 
government bears responsi- 
bility for their fate, said foe 
writer. 

.Referring to the sales tax, 
which foe government insists 


on implementing at foe be- 
ginning of 1994, a columnist 
in Sawt AI Shaab daily, said 
that the majority of the 
citizens do not know about 
foe government plans which 
are known to the private sec- 
tor’s businessmen only. 

Ahmad Dabbas said the 
merchants and manufacturers 
are not bound to suffer as a 
result of foe tax, but the 
limited-income consumers 
will bear foe brunt. 

Improving Irving conditions 
of civil service employees lies 
in granting them salary in- 
creases, said Mohammad 
Daoud, a writer in AI Dus- 
tour daily. 

The writer said that foe low 
salaries have contributed to 
foe drain of highly qualified 
personnel who resign in order 
to seek a higher salary in the 
private sector here and 
abroad. 

Nazih Qusous, a columnist 
in Sawt AI Shaab, criticised 
Jerash municipality for frill- 
ing to shoulder its duty to- 
wards its citizens. The writer 
said that Jerash is one of the 
main attractions for tourists, 
£ftL.now victim to the 
thousands of rats infesting 
the homes and the streets of 
the Greco-Roman dty. 


U.S. seeks support 
for tough position 
on Iraqi oil 


By Evelyn Leopold 
■ Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
United States- has lobbied new 
U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers to convince them not to 
lift the oil embargo against 
Iraq until President Saddam 
Hussein's policies have 
changed toward Kuwait and 
on human rights, diplomats 
said. 

Bv doing so. U.S. Ambassa- 
dor’ Madeleine Albright is 
saying clearly what she has 
indicated all along: that Iraq's 
compliance with weapons re- 
quirements will not be enough 
to lift the oil sanctions imposed 
after Baghdad's troops invaded 
Kuwait in Augusr 1990. 

•if Iraq's behaviour in every 
other way demonstrates dis- 
dain or rejection, that will 
undermine the confidence we 
need to lift the oil embargo,” a 
U.S. official said. 

"Otherwise what happens to 
the weapons of mass destruc- 
tion the day after we lift the 
embargo?" the official added. 

While the United Slates, one 
of five permanent council’ 
members with veto power, can 
stop any lifting of sanctions. 
U.S. officials apparently want 
strong support for their view/ 

The U.S. official said Argen- 
tina, the Czech Republic. 
Nigeria. Oman and Rwanda 
had been approached both at 
the United Nations and in 
capitals as well as other key 
members of the council. The. 
five nations become members 
of the 15-member council in 
1994. 

But Washington's public 
political interpretation of the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire resolu- 
tion. which ties the oil embar- 
go to weapons demands, is 
making the other four perma- 
nent council members uncom- 
fortable. France and China* 
have already voiced outright 
disagreement over the past few 
months. 

France's Ambassador Jean- 
Bemard Merimee said he’ had 
"made it dear several times to 


the council we arc w 

Resolution 687 as it is” and 
that position had not changed. 

“Of course we recognise foe 
necessity for Iraq to recognise 
foe boundaries and the 
sovereignty of Kuwait but Re- 
solution 6a7 k perfectly clear 
as far as the relationship be- 
tween the oil embargo and the 
destruction of weapons.” 

British and Russian envoys 
were said to be uneasy that the 
issue was raised far in advance 

of when they win be forced to 
make a decision. 

One British source said that 
Iraq's flouting' of the border 
with Kuwait would figure into 
the “context of lifting the oil 
embargo.” But he said that 
human rights demands might 
be more difficult as they were 
not part of Resolution 6S7. 

To this end, the United 
States. France. Britain and 
Russia early ia 1994 intend to 
protest to Iraq's' Ambassador 
Nizar Hamdoon for his coun- 
try's treatment of minority 
Kurds and Shiites as well as 
new political assassinations, in- 
cluding some from President 
Saddam Hussein's own village. 

But that “doesn't. mean that 
all the people who are making 
the demarche have signed up 
- to a particular posture on the 
oil embargo.” one key council 
envoy said. 

The issue is still moot — the 
U.N. special commission in 
charge of dismantling Iraq's 
weapons does not expect to 
declare it is satisfied until at 
least six months after if begins 
a long-term monitoring prog- 
ramme in 1994. 

Mr. Albright has told the 
council she waqted foe moni- 
toring programme, accepted 
by Iraq recently after almost 
two years of objections, to be 
tested for six to (2 months. 

She also said in a New York 
Times interview that Saddam 
Hussein must give "clear evi- 
dence of respect for Kuwait's 
borders” and “show respect 
for his own people” by ending 
_hj$ blockade, of the Kurds and 
hk attacks against dissident 
.Shiite Muslims. 


Fear of the word 


By Karim Alrawi 

IT is 9 JO at night. I am in the 
crowded reception room of the 
heavily guarded three-storey 
villa that is foe Cairo interroga- 
tion centre for Egyptian State 
Security. The room is full of 
anxiously waiting students. On 
one wall is a large picture of 
Hosni Mubarak, sole candi- 
date in Egypt's recent pres- 
idential elections. 

I am led to an office on the 
top floor of the building. More 
framed photographs of Presi- 
dent Mubarak adorn the walls. 
There are three plain-clothes 
officers waiting for me. One of 
them snaps at me to sit down. 
He introduces himself as Ma- 
jor Mahmoud Rifat. 

I ask why I have been called 
in. The major- tells me to shut 
up. He glances through my 
file, "What's your full name 
and date of birth?” . he de- 
mands. “My name is on foe 
file.” I reply. He starts to shout 
and cuss at me. He asks the 
question again. I reply as be- 
fore. He hurls my file to the 
floor. “You'll tell me every- 
thing." he yells as he hammers 
on the desk with the palm of 
his hand. 

I ask him to proceed with 
due respect for the law. He 
scoffs: "What law? There is no 
law. I am the law." He rips up 
foe papers on his desk and 
throws them on the floor. He 
threatens to call in the soldiers 
standing in foe hall: "I'll show 
you what I can do to you.” he 
yells. 

The major demands to know 
what my religion is. I refuse to 
answer any questions until 1 
am told what the charges are 
against me. He starts shouting 
at me: "Pray for the prophet.” 
To which every Muslim should 
reply: “God's prayers and 
peace be upon him.” He leans 
forward, his face in mine, 
shouting: “Pray for the 
prophet, pray for the' 
prophet.” I feel like a part of 
me has disassociated itself 
from the proceedings and is 
looking down from a height at 
a scene from an old movie. 

The demand for personal 
details continues. Fearing to 
have my Egyptian identity pap- 
ers confiscated. I show him my 
faculty card for Iowa State 
University where I was Writer 
in Residence for two years. 

The effect is immediate. The 
officer sitting behind me gets 
up and leaves the room. The’ 
second officer smiles ing- 
ratiatingly. “This is getting out 
of hand,” he savs. "There's 


obviously been a misrake,” I 
realise now^hev think I am an 
American citizen. That would 
be bad news for the interrogat- 
ing officer. The U.S. govern- 
ment carries significant influ- 
ence commensurate with its 
massive aid programme to 
Egypt. 

The major is now down on 
his knees collecting the scat- 
tered papers, “Look what 
you've made me do,” he sighs. 
"The universities are aflame 
and you have to pick today to 
give me a hard time." 

I ask again abojit the* 
charges. He .tells me it is 
alleged I made derogatory 
statements about Egypt at a 
diplomatic party. Though I 
made no such remarks it is easy 
to identify the informer. There 
was only one other Egyptian at 
that party. For most of it he 
was drunk on Campari and gin. 
"He is not a reliable source, 
anyway.” says the Major dis- 
missively. 

Task him if I can leave now, 
"No.” he says. He smiles de- 
ferentially. There is another 
file. He looks it up and then 
reads from it out loud. Hits 
time the charge is "being disre- 
spectful to Islam." The major 
shows me an article I wrote, 
about the assassination of the 
Egyptian human rights activist. 
Dr. Farag Fouda, by Islamic 
militants. He tells me* I should ' 
not write about such matters 
and that I should avoid writing 
in the foreign press. In fact, he 
says, it would be better if I jusr . 
stopped writing altogether. 

There is yet a third file. It is 
about my wife, the Guardian 
correspondent in Egypt. 
“Look through her archives.” 
he says. “She is bound to have •' 
a list of her sources. Just let me 
have a name. With one name I 
can dose the file. It wouldn't 
be nice if I have to call her in.” 

So, I am required to spy on 
my wife. I anv also asked to 
name Egyptians who meet with 
the foreign press. I refuse to 
name any names. “Think ab- 
out it." he says, “Drop round 
in a few days for a chat. Bring ' 
me^some of your plays to 

As I leave I pass the line of 
students waiting, to be interro- 
gated. Along foe main road,- 
the large posters of President 
Mubarak prodaim: "Mubarak ' 
ts democracy. Mubarak is free- 
dom. Mubarak is the future.” 

The writer is an Egyptian play- - 
wnght. This article reprinted 
from the Guardian.. 




eatures 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25-26, 1993 5-. 


S 

n 


Briton invented the Christmas card 150 years ago 
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By Henri Bouvier . 

Agen tx France Press* 

LONDON — It is 1511 years 
since Henry' Cole, a young 
British civil servant, sent the 
world's first Christmas card, 
beginning a tradition which has 

mushroomed into u multi-mil- 
lion pound industry. 

Cole (IK08-18K2) asked one 
of his friends, an unist called 
John Calcott Horsley to design 
a card of which he hud l . 00(1 
copies printed. The card, a 
lithograph coloured by hand, 
showed a bourgeois' Familv 
celebrating Christmas. drink's- 
in hand, and giving alms to the 
poor. 

Cole sent out ail he needed 
and gave the remainder to a 
Bond Street shop which put 
them on sale at one shilling and 
five pence each — quite a high 
price in a day when a shilling 
could buy a good meal in a 
London cafe. 

Fifteen examples of the first 
curd have survived to this day 
and are on show until January' 
9 at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London. 

Cole's idea rapidly caught on 
among those who previously 
had sent Their Christ mas- 
wishes just by letter. 


Today. Britons send 1.55 bil- 
lion cards a year — a market 
estimated to be worth £2 34 
million ($35o million). 

In Britain. Christinas cards 
are also status symbols and 
image-makers for public fi- 
gures and prominent firms as 
well. The royal family's cards 
are the object of particular 
attention in this respect. 

Up to Iasi year, the Prince 
and Princess or Wales sent a 
joint card bearing both their 
signatures and a photoyruph of 
the family. 

. In December |yv2 after iheir 
separation was announced, 
they still sent out a joint card 
bur only with a photo of their 
two children Princes William 
and Hurry. 

This year. Prince Charles 
and Princess Diana have sent 
separate cards. Princess Diana 
senr one with a photo of herself 
and her children signed onlv by 
herself. Prince Charles sent a 
card showing a watercolour by 
himself of their home in 
Sutherland with the mention: 
residence of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales. 

Some pubtic figures try to he 
funny like Chief Treasury 
Secretary Michael Portillo, a 


supporter of former Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
who sent a card this year with a 
Caricature of himself dressed as 
a bull-fighter (he is of Spanish 
origin! about to kill a bull 
named "budget deficit." 

Sometimes the humour is 
unintended like the card sent 
last year by the British Tourist 
Board. It showed an impress- 
ionist painting by Camille Pis- 
sarro representing... Paris. 

The smallest Christmas card 
ever sent was probably the 
grain of rice received in 1929 
by the future Edward VIII. He 
had to use a microscope to 
read the message. 

Undoubtedly 'the most ex- 
pensive was sent W) years ago 
bv an Indian prince. It w r as 
made entirely of ivory and 
showed nearly I (MX HI scenes of 
the life of Buddha. It cost 
£500.000 at the time. 

Ron Parkinson, the organis- 
er of the Victoria and Albert 
Exhibition said however that 
the future of the Christmas 
card might be jeopardised. 
Early next century, he said 
people would be able to design 
their own cards on the compu- 
ter and fax them direct to 
relatives and friends. 
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Is the Christmas card's future jeopardised by the electronic industry? Today, Britons alone send 1.55 billion cards a year. What can beat that? 
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Serbian pensioners fight losing battle with inflation 


By Jovan Kovacic 
Reuter 


BELGRADE — They queue 
before dawn outside Belgrade 
grocery stores and wait for 
hours — some mute, others 
vociferous — to buy their 
meagre daily ration of bread 
and milk. 

Some collapse and die while 
waiting. Every second day for 
the past three months one of 
them has committed suicide, 
giving up the personal battle 
for survival against hyperinfla- 
tion. 

They are Serbia's pension- 
ers. a corps of several hundred 
thousand elderly people, most 
of whom have to live on about 
$15 a month in a country where 
a kilo of meat costs $3 and 


daily inflation is 20 per cent. 

“Every cent counts, every 
cent.” says 73-year-old Milan. 

"Early morning the stores 
get cheaper bread costing 300 
dinars. It doesn't even make it 
to the shelf before being grab- 
bed. The bread that comes 
later in the day costs 200 dinars 
more." 

Stiff U.N. economic sanc- 
tions. Imposed against Bel- 
grade for its role in Bosnia, 
have crippled Serbia's eco- 
nomy and crushed welfare and 
social security programmes. 

Average monthly wages now 
total $20 and have reduced 
most of Serbia's 10 million 
population to below subsist- 


ence levels. 

The hardest hjr. officials say. 
are urban pensioners and war 
veterans. They are either left 
to fend for themselves with 
their meagre income or rely on 
the charity' of relatives. 

“If I did not have a brother 
living on a farm in Arandjelo- 
vac I would have been long 
gone." says Petar. "I have 
money only to buy milk and 
bread and an occasional toma- 
to and that is it. My brother 
supplies the rest." 

Another said he juggled his 
bank account. 

"The bank is charitable, it is 
turning a blind eye to my over- 
draft. but God help me when it 
hits me with interest rates." he 
said. 

A third pensioner standing 
in the same queue said the 
banks could never crack down 


on the many overdrafts run up 
by customers. “They would 
have ro put all of Belgrade in 
jail." he said. 

A retired university profes- 
sor begs not to be named be- 
cause he has many friends 
abroad. “Understand it is not 
that I am ashamed of myself — 
1 did the best l can. 1 am 
ashamed of my country for 
letting us down this way." 

He says his pension cannot 
cover his family's needs. 

“I occasionally sell family 
paintings, furniture. It helps, 
and it never ceases to surprise 
me how many people do have 
large sums of money to 
spend.” 

Another pensioner, who 
gives his name as Pero. points 
to three carelessly parked lux- 
ury cars. "The cost of petrol 
for these monsters would keep 


me going for a year." 

They are desperate and full 
of venom against the author- 
ities. but none show any signs 
of wanting to march in protest. 

"What is the use:" asks 
Pero. “There is a war on, 
sanctions, and what would be 
the use anyway, we wield no 
power anyway." 

He sighs: “Do you really 
think we could do anything 
against this new ruling class, do 
you think that those people 
who have grown rich off the 
misery of millions would let us 
do anything?" 

Djurdjica. S3, gets only $10 
a month. 

”1 have not seen any meat in 
months. I am still healthy, 
more or less.-but if I had to pay 
even for an aspirin. I would 
have no money to survive this 
month.” she says. 


A refugee from the predomi- 
nantly ethnic Albanian pro- 
vince of Kosovo, where she 
says she had to flee Albanian 
harassment in the 19K0s before 
the Serbian crackdown there. 
Djurdjica lives in an unheated 
basement room. 

She said she was quite well 
off after she sold an eight-room 
house in the Kosovo" town of 
Pec for a "good amount" of 
German marks and came to 
Belgrade. She deposited the 
money in a bank and her old 
age seemed secure until it de- 
faulted on foreign currency 
savings three years ago. 

Now she sees no way to get 
through this winter. 

“I absolutely do not have a 
penny for firewood or coal." 
she said, adding: “I don’t even 
have the money to have my old 
stove repaired." 


Djurdjica has two sons who 
she said once had quite good 
jobs in Germany. "They got 
laid off months ago. they are 
Serbs. They are now more or 
less illegal aliens there, and can 
send me no money.” 

The reason? “Sanctions, 
son. sanctions." she explains. 
“There are no money transfers 
now and all of their friends do 
not want to leave Germany in 
fear of being prevented to 
reenter. There is no one to 
bring me money from them." 

She says she gets by resting 
most of the day. "I conserve 
my energy. I spend most of my 
day in bed. moving as little as 
possible." 

She has contemplated 
suicide many times. 

“But it would bring shame 
on my sons," she sighs. “It is 
just not the way to go." 




Paris homeless sell self-help idea 
worth paper it’s printed on 
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By Claire Rosemberg 

Reuter 

PARIS — As another bleak 
winter of recession and unem- 
ployment sets in. a new self- 
help business is booming in 
France — newspapers pro- 
duced and sold by an army of 
destitute and homeless social 
outcasts. 

'‘People would rather buy 
our paper than have us rob or 
beg, said Christophe Mourry, 
orphaned at 1? and alone m 
the world with do job, no 
home and a fledgling criminal 
record. 

Since Mr. Mourry joined a 
legion of homeless newspaper- 
sellers now peopliog the streets 
and subways or Paris, the ran- 
gy 24-year-old can sleep in a 
hotel — albeit dingy — eat, 
wash and fantasise about 
embarking on the road to a 
fresh start. 

“I can survive now, earn an 
honest living, and not beg — 
anything is better than oeg- 

^Pour papers sold by the 
homeless for the homeless 
have appeared in France rince 
the summer. Whether out of 
pity, curiosity, guilt or fear, 
their sales are growing faster 
than those of glossy news 
magazines. 

Nearly 3.3 million people 
are unemployed. 

According to a public opin- 
ion poll published this month 
by one of the homeless maga- 
zines — La Rue (the street) 
after those who wane them ana 
sleep on them — 55 per cent of 
French people believe they too 
will be turned out to roam the 
roads some day. 

That fear -is shared by two- 
thirds of the under-5Gs. 

No one knows exactly how 
many people are homeless in 
France but charity groups say 
400,000 sleep rough and more 
than five million live on the 
fringes. - 

Like Mr.- Mourry, most 
homeless vendors are young, 
with sad histories of broken 
homes- and disrupted child- 
hoods. 

They tell devastating tales of 
life on the edge of society: 
pregnant women sleeping on 
pavements .because or lack of 
shelter. 15 people frozen to 
death since cold in settled in 
mid-November, cockroaches 
in sow. kitchens, lice in hostel 
beds, brutality. 

In the biggest Paris suburban 
shelter for the destitute, in- 
mates eat with their fingers 
because utenais axe banned on 
grounds of' safety. A single 


doth is passed around for 
washing, toilets have no paper, 
the place stinks and robbery is 
rife. 

“Times are worse now than 
last century,” said George 
Mathis, a 60-year-old former 
tramp who founded Le Rever- 
bere (the street lamp), current 
bestseller of the homeless 
press. “People should help 
their fellows. Meantime, we’re 
helping ourselves.” 

For Mr. Mourry and 1,200 
other officially baaged Le Re- 
verbere vendors, the day starts 
near a truck parked at the 
Gare de Lyon railway station. 

Popol, a big Belgian with a 
dried-out alcoholic's swollen 
and mottled face, stands guard 
over piles of Le Reyeroere, 
handing out stacks of Ilk and lOQs to 
the Waiting queue of scrubbed 
if slightly down-at-heel men 
and women. 

“The paper was set up to 
feed the hungry,” Mr. Mathis 
told Reuters. "So people could 
live like h uman beings, not 
animals.” 

An Arab man, his wife and 
three small children take 100. 
A 38-year-old former truck- 
driver takes 50. 

Mr. Mathis said most have 
changed beyond belief since 
they were plucked by the 1 
wayside- “They were filthy, in 
rags, some hadn’t eaten for 
days. Several vomited at their 
first meal.” 

He claims their new-found 
respectability to be responsible 
for a drop in petty crime in 
Paris. 

Each vendor must be spon- 
sored and spoken for by 
another, pledging to keep off 
drink ana drugs while selling 
and not to insult the public. 
Any breach leads to the loss of 
the vendor's badge. 

They pay Mr. Popol three 
francs (50 cents) a paper and 
sell it for 10 francs ($1,653, 
pocketing the profit. Should 
they need a payslip to register 
for health and welfare, they 
pay 4.50 francs. 

"I’m saving money to look 
for a job.” said Mr. Mourry. 
“This is a transition, a bridge 
for the future, a way out.” 

Because he has no job, he 
cannot Tent a room so he 
spends 4,000 francs ($660) a 
month on hotel rooms, more 
than an average bank clerk or 
schoolteacher might pay for 
accommodation. 

Outcasts, along with the 
organisations that support 
them, blame the government 
for failing to provide cheap 
housing, the system for failing 
to look after the destitute and 



Homeless people like this in France, look fate in their 
hands and started producing newspapers 

real homeless/’ said Mr. 
Mathis, criticising the com- 


the economy for galloping un- 
employment, at a postwar re- 
cord 12 per cent. The govern- 
ment has pledged more homes 
and shelters but die homeless., 
sceptical of officialdom, are 
increasingly taking matters 
into their own hands. 

With its profits, Le Rever- 
bere plans to buy and upgrade 
three broken-down barges to 
be converted into washrooms, 
laundries, a restaurant and 
rooms for the homeless. 

The newest, glossiest and 
most readable of the four pap- 
ers, La Faim du Siede (a pun 
on "end of the century ’ and 
"the century’s hunger* ). says 
its aim is to breathe new me 
into old trades, such as selling 
papers on the street, which baa 

died. 

"We are not just a paper for 
the homeless,” said founder 
and editor Marc Thoumyre. 
“We aim to fight unemploy- 
ment and help all those in 
need.” 

There is bitter rivalry among 
the four publications. 

Mr. Mathis started on the 
first homeless newspaper in 
France, the Belgian-owned 
tabloid Macadam, which 
appeared in May. He quit 
saying they had no plan to help 
the destitute. 

“At Le Reverbere we’re all 
from the streets, real beggars. 


petition for using professional 
reporters and institutional 
funding. 

A former truck-driver, he 
dropped out to sleep on de- 
serted river barges seven years 
ago. His friend Jo Beltran, in 
charge of sales, was an oil 
engineer until be slipped into 
drink and his marriage broke 
up. He still has the shakes. 

The paper’s layout man slept 
in cardboard boxes with his 
dog until he met Mr. Mathis, 
and vendor Didier Benavente, 
34, drifted on to the streets 
when 15 years of casual labour 
dried up- 

Early this month they all 
came together in the first street 
march organised in Paris by the 
homeless. “We want roofs,” 
they chanted. “This is 1993, it’s 
intolerable.” 


Four years after revolution, 
life is an icy street 


By Mark J. Porubcansky 

The Associated Press 

BUCHAREST, Romania — 
Four years after the revolu- 
tion, Bucharest's icy streets are 
a metaphor for post-commun- 
ist life: a few people rip ahead, 
but many tread carefully, 
liHtkinu no farther than the 
next footstep. 

Valentina Lupan, a 42-year- 
old architect, has enough ener- 
gy for the fast lane, but is 
plodding nonetheless. 

Ms. Lupan helped build a 
gargantuan palace that was dic- 
tator Nicolae Ceausescu’s 
monument to himself. But she 
also hoped for change, and 
took to the streets in the re- 
volution that overthrew him in 
December 1989. 

Today, Ms. Lupan has vir- 
tually no work as an architect, 
and like many other residents 
of Bucharest is short of heat 
and water. She sits in a chilly 
apartment, fishing designs out 
of fashion magazines and sew- 
ing dresses for the wives of 
former functionaries who knew 
when to jump Ceausescu’s 
sinking ship. 

She laughs at her former 
naivete and scolds herself for 
pjssjxiu. which die hv* j' a 
national affliction. 

“Passivity is bringing the 
death of a nation,” Ms. Lupan 
said. “I am passive. I don’t get 
involved. I laugh.” 

Life may be hard for most 
Romanians, but some are get- 
ting rich. 

For all its problems, the new 
Bucharest is a livelier, richer 
place than Ceausescu’s beaten- 
down capital. 

Jazz clubs, bars and res- 
taurants cater to rich locals and 
foreigners. Soot is being strip- 
ped crom some of the lovely 
old buildings in the city once 
known as the Paris of the East. 

Mercedes and BMW sedans 
share the streets with battered 
Romanian Dadas. Shop win- 
dows display western ap- 
pliances that cost months of an 
average wage. 


On Nov. 2, President Clin- 
ton signed legislation restoring 
most-iavoured-nation trading 
status, citing Romania's “signi- 
ficant pmurcrvv in rejoining 
the community »i democratic 
nations.” 

Romania also has joined the 
Council of Europe, but still 
seems to be going nowhere 
economically. 

Two reform-minded pre- 
miers, Petre Roman and 
Theodor Stolojan, pushed 
through painful legislation in 
1990-1992 that lifted most price 
subsidies, started land redis- 
tribution and offered a blueprint 
for privatisation. 

In September 1992, howev- 
er, Romanians reelected their 
go-slow president. Ion Iliescu, 
and he chose the Finance 
Ministry’s tax man, Nicolae 
Vacaroiu, as premier. 

Mr. \ is unpopular 

and can look forward to be- 
coming more so. Despite Mr. 
Iliescu s pledge of less pain, 
the premier has to implement 
policies approved by his prede- 
cessors: imposing a national 
sales tax ana lifting what price 
controls remain. 

But Mr. Vacaroiu appears to 
have no strategy for reform 
and international lenders want 
more of it than be and Mr. 
Iliescu are offering. They are 
withholding vital loans until 
Romania liberalises currency 
exchanges, passes bankruptcy 
laws and makes other changes. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
unemployed has readied 1 mil- 
lion, 9.4 per cent of the work 
force, and annual inflation is 
more than 300 per cent. The 
average monthly wage equals 
S*v A loaf of bread, at 13 
cents, costs six times what it 
did Jan 1. Gum«Iiik prices have 
riseu 60 per cent in two 
months. 

Dinu Patridu, who owns a 
construction company and rep- 
resents the Liberal Party in 
parliament, said inflation is out 
of control because Mr. Iliescu, 
fearing social unrest, continues 
to subsidise money-losing state 
factories. 


“If they don’t dose them, 
they won’t soceee^f in ending 
this nightmare,” he said. 

Mr. Patridu pins his hopes 
on rural people, almost halt of 
Romania's 23 million dtizens, 
and their growing sense of 
proprietorship on private 
farms. 

Ion Cristoiu, editor of Eve- 
nimentnl Zilei, the main 
Bucharest daily, said the new 
politics confuses a population 
emerging from communism. 

Unions support capitalism, a 
left-wing premier is forced to 
make conservative reforms, 
the conservative opposition 
supports union strikes, “and in 
the middle,” Mr. Cristoiu said, 
“you have the average person, 
who doesn’t understand any- 
thing.” 

Olxviu Gherman, president 
of senate and a leader of Hies- 
cu’s sodal Democracy Party, 
contends that opposition carp- 
ing has polarised society. 

“This is an extraordinarily 
dangerous climate that doesn't 
push the economy ahead,” he 
said. “Any quick progress 
means some sacrifice — sacri- 
fice that must be accepted by' 
the population.” 

But the only tilings that give 
many Romanians hope are 
payouts from a dubious pyra- 
mid scheme called Caritas, and 
Romania’s chances of winning 
the soccer World Cup next 
year. 

The feet that millions put 
their money into Caritas shows 
that “they want hope, and that 
tells you about politics,” Mr. 
Cristoiu said. 

In the view of Ion Ratiu, a 
legislator from the opposition 
Peasants’ Party, “people are 
afraid of change, but they are 
realising that life is chang ing 
and it’s getting worse.” 

Romania is simply stuck, 
said Ms. Lupan, the sewing 
architect: “It’s not making any 
progress. It’s not getting any 
better, but I don’t want it to go 
back, either.” 

“Maybe that's just how it’s 
meant to be.” 


Palestinians win ‘battle of flags’ in Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 1} 


history of our national snug- 
gle. the beginning of the end of 
Israeli occupation of our 
land," he said. 

“We are now at the heart of 
a process to build our renas- 
cent country, and to set up our 


structures and institutions in all 
walks of life." Mr. Arafat said. 

“We implore the Almighty 
to make next year a year of 
peace and prosperity for our 
people and for all the peoples 
of the region." he said. 

"We hope to pray together 
next year in the church of the 
birthplace (of Jesus Christ) in 


Bethlehem.” 

Mr. Freij Friday joined col- 
leagues from the neighbouring 
Christian villages of Beit Jaiah 
and Beit Sahur at the entrance 
to Bethlehem to welcome the 
Laiion patriarch. Monsignor 
Michel Sabbah. 

Manger Square was packed 
with pilgrims, as hundreds of 


soldiers stood guard. 

A boy scout leader, George 
Zeineh. said before marching 
in the square on Friday: “For 
26 years we have been living 
under Israel... it ise always 
thinking of force. We believe if 
Mr. Rabin wants to make 
peace he must change his and 
his soldiers’ ways.” 


Scientist 
confirms 
origin of 

Easter 

islanders 

By Erick Monod 

Agence France Prcssc 


HANGA ROA, Easter Island 
— A small bone pendant . 
shaped like a harpoon head has. 
provided the key for 
archeologists to confirm the 
origins of Easter islanders, ; 
long a subject of debate. 

Professor Yoshihito Sinoto, 
from Bishop Museum in Hon--' 
qlulu, believes the four-cen-. ; 
rimetre long pendant found on, 
the island indicates almost con- 
clusively that the original in--- 
habitants of the island came.; 
from Polynesia’s Marquesas Is-, 
lands around 500 A.D. 

Prof. Sinoto is one of the- * 
world’s leading authorities on 
the South Pacific. 

Standing in the museum at ' ’ 
Hanga Roa, the capital and.* 
only town on Easter Island, 
said the pendant was similar to ’ ' 
others found in the Marquesas 
Islands. 

So as not to overload their - 
canoes, Polynesian sailors used v 
to create small replicas of ev- 
eryday items which they then’’"' 
took with them to provide a •- 
model on which to reproduce 
the items when they arrived at 
their destination. 

The pendant, which dates -i 
from around the time the first . - 
people are believed to have . 
landed on the island, would 
have been just such a model, 
he said. 

“This object, added to all 
the other pieces in our posses- " ' 
sion, appears to be the proof; 
we were looking for to estab- ** 
lish conclusively the origins of - 
the islanders.” 

The irony is that the pendant 1 
was discovered during recent- 
digs by Swedish ethnologist 
Thor Heyerdahl, who has long ' 
defended the controversial ■ 
theory that the islanders are - 
descended from South Amer- 1 
icans. 

But the pendant adds to a 
body of evidence which - 
appears to support the Polyne- ■ 
sian origins including a similar - 
language, a common oral tradi- 
tion, physical similarities and a 
cultural and artistic heritage 
similar to Marquesas Islanders. 

The only beach on Easter " 
Island, where the first canoes ; 
are believed to have landed 
after a voyage of more than 
4,000 kilometres, has the same 
name, Anakena, as a valley in 
Hiva-Oa Island in the southern 
part of the Marquesas 
Archipelago, Prof. Sinoto said. 

The first European explorers 
also described the islanders as 
being tall and fair complex- 
ioned tike Polynesians. 

Research on skeletons has 
shown that 40 per cent have 
characteristics common among 
Polynesians, he aclded. 

Tools also bear striking re- • 
semblances, while art has come ■ 
from a common base but - . 
evolved into two different - 
styles, the Marquesas through 
the use of tatoos and the Easter ■ 
islanders with stone carving. - 

“Origins were exclusively . 
Polynesian, even if later con- 
tacts provide for the introduc- • 
tion of plants, tools and build- ■ 
ing techniques from Latin i 
America,” he concluded. 
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Beers reports record sales of diamonds 


•LONDON ( AP) — The spark- 
le may be back in the diamond 
marker. The De Been, group 
has said it sold $4.37 billion in 
rough stones this year, shatter- 
ing records as the industry re- 
bounded from a six-veur low in 
■IW2. 

•' The value of diamonds sold 
’.by. the De Beers Central Sell- 
■ ing Organisation (CSO) was up 
•bv 28 per cent over stiles of 
53:42 billion lust year. The 
previous record of $4. 17 biilion 
came in 1V88. 

The rising sales hy the 
. London-based CSO were attri- 
. buted mostly to a strong first- 
•half performance, when De 
Beers reported a 42 per cent 


increase over the first six 
months of 1992. But analysts 
pointed out that the jump may 
have been exaggerated be- 
cause the previous year had 
been so bad. 

The hard times in 1992 had 
prompted diamond cutters and 
retailers ro hold off on restock- 
ing. When, they began reple- 
nishing their supplies early this 
year, sales boomed. 

One analyst. Michael 
Spriggs of the London financial 
house S.G. Warburg, pre- 
dicted modest growth of di- 
amond sales in 1994 amid a 
sluggish global economy that 
has hampered sales of polished 

diamonds in Japan, the top 


retail market in terms of value. 
The United States is the no. I 
it tail market by volume. 

World diamond consump- 
tion probably won't show any 
t .amatic improvement until 
1 195. Mr. Spriggs said. 

Although many mining 
analysts had said over the sum- 
mer that De Beers would prob- 
ably set records for the year. 
Mr. Spriggs said De Beers had 
sold far more diamonds than 
he and others predicted. 

"What this actually means is 
open to question,” Mr. Spriggs 
said. "There is quite a lot of 
room for massaging the num- 
bers.” 


De Beers, which releases 
few details of its business, 
raised eyebrows in London’s 
financial community last year 
when Chairman J. Ogilvie 
Thompson made an unusual 
bullish sales forecast that did 
not pan out. 

During 1993. De Beers said, 
retail jewelry sales have held 
firm amid a” staggering world 
economy. But the low end of 
the diamond market shows 
signs of oversupply because of 
sales from Russia and U.S. 
stockpiles that had been built 
up for industrial and technical 
use. 

Mr. Spriggs said retail sales 


have suffered the most among 
purchasers of small diamonds. 

"The i -carat-plus end of the 
market, the person who's semi- 
immune from the recession, is 
holding up pretty well. Mr. 
Spriggs said. 

Atthe end of 1992. De 
Beers found itself holding onto 
a big stockpile of the gems, 
which it valued at S3. 77 billion. 
Despite the glut. De Beers 
raised prices by 1.5 per cent 
earlv this year. 

De Beers won’t immediately 
say how big the stockpile is at 
the end of 1993. but the group 
has apparently been cutting 
back on its supply by limiting 
its purchases from diamond 


mines at the same time sales 
are on the rise. 

Jn !9y2. a brief wave of 
diamond poaching in Angola 
prompted De Beers to buy 
millions in illegally mined gems 
so they wouldn’t end up on the 
market at low prices. As the 
De Beers supply mushroomed 
and sales stagnated, the group 
cut its producers to 75 per cent 
of their previous quotas. 

This has now been increased 
to 85 per cent of the old 
quotas. Mr. Spriggs predicted 
the lower quotas might be abo- 
lished in the coming year be- 
fore the CSO attempts further 
price increases. 


Pakistan to tax powerful landowners 


. ISLAMABAD. Pakistan (AP) 
— A tax increase on the weal- 
thy landowners could help 
Pakistan secure a much needed 
foreign loan, but a government 
official acknowledged Thurs- 
day -that the tax plan will be 
hard to sell. 

"It will have to be marked. 
We know; it is going to be 
hotly debated and some wilt try 
to make political capital out of 


it.” said Zafar Altaf. agricul- 
ture misistry spokesman. 

Some financial analysts say 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
has no choice but to raise 
taxes if Pakistan is to get a $1 .3 
billion loan from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and World Bank. 

Harry Snoek. IMF repre- 
sentative in Pakistan, said an 
agriculture tax is more a sym- 


bolic gesture than a big re- 
venue generator. 

By taxing big landowners, 
the government is demonstrat- 
ing that it is ready to satisfy 
international financial backers 
and tax the wealthy, said Mr. 
Snoek. 

Very few people pay taxes in 
Pakistan. Most of those who 
do are salaried workers who 
earn about $400 a year. 


Landowners, who run the 
country, are expected to resist 
a tax increase. Ms. Bhutto and 
her family own large amounts 
of land, and many members of 
parliament also are landown- 
ers. 

"We’re trying to break a 
mental block. We’re trying to 
change a mind set," said Mr. 
Altaf. "They (lenders) have to 
be convinced that everybody 


has ro contribute to the coun- 
try.” 

Ms. Bhutto's predecessor. 
Moeen Qureshi, a retired 
’ World Bank employee, tried to 
push rhe tax through by way of 
an ordinance, which expires 
Jan. 2 unless passed by the 
national assembly. 

Mr. Altaf said the ordinance 
will lapse, but tax legislation 
will be introduced to the 


national assembly in about a 
month, before the IMF meets 
in February to decide on Pakis- 
tan's loan. 

Ms. Bhutto set up a task 
force after her election last 
October to look at the agricul- 
ture tax. The body submitted a 
report on Wednesday that re- 
commended exempting small 
farmers and 1 taxing large ones, 
explained Mr. Altaf. 


Analysts expect upward pressure on yen next year 


Overview’ 


Fundamental view: The dollar has stalled around the DM 1.70 
level in thin year-end trading but has crept up to 111 yen in 
response to political uncertainty and stock market problems in 
Japan. We maintain our political target of DM/USD 1.85 based 
' on our expectation of a sharp drop in European interest rates next 
year and possible monetary tightening by the Fed. In view of 
Japan's fragile stock market, further yen weakness would not be 
surprising in the near term against a backdrop of firm growth in 
the U.S. We expect upward pressure on the yen to reemerge next 
year with Japan's current account surplus likely to remain large 
■ relative to private sector capital outflows from Japan. 

Technical view: The U.S. dollar was strong against most major 
currencies during the week ended Dec. 1, as it posted gains 
against six of the seven currencies we regularly discuss; the 
Australian dollar was the top currency that managed to post a 
week-to-week against the greenback. Nonetheless, short term 
momentum for the dollar index remains weak, medium term 
osdlators may be peaking, sentiment remains overbought. All of 
this suggests, that while some strength is still possible over the 
near term, the medium term outlook probably favours the 
currencies. Resistance for the dollar index is indicated at 
97.50-98.00. Nearby support is just above 94.00. , 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: The dollar has advanced to the yen 111 level 
in thin year-end trading in response to mounting political 
uncertainty in Japan and move negative news on Japan's 
-economy. With the U.S. economy likely to have posted growth in 
* ’the 4%-to-5% range in the fourth quarter, while Japan's economy 
' remains mired in recession, trends in short-term interest rates 
‘ suggest the possibility of further yen weakness in the near term. 
;!Onr U.S. analysis now expect the Fed to push short-term interest 
’rates up 50-to-60 basis points next year, ending the period of very 
!;easy monetary policy. 

' ■ In contrast, Japan is expected to cut its official discount rate by 
*!50 basis points sometime soon to an historic low of 1.25% in 
response to continued economic weakness and financial market 
;■ fragility. 

'! - Although Japan recently reported annualised growth of real 
’^GDP of 2% in the third quarter, other data depicts pronounced 
-economic weakness. Industrial production in October plunged 
5% from the previous month, the sharpest monthly decline since 
the 1930. The diffusion index of leading indicators also fell to 30% 
*. in. October, suggesting further weakness ahead. With U.S. 
officials expressing concern about the recent weakening of the yen 
and Japan's cyclical problems, U.S. -Japan trade tensions could 
flare again in the new year. 


Based on our view that Japan's current account surplus will fall 
only marginally next year to $125 billion from $137 billion this 
year, we expect upward pressure on the yen to eventually 
resurface, despite low interest rates in Japan. We look for the yen 
to move to the 105 and 100 levels against the dollar over the next 6 
and 12 months respectively. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen lost 1.0% against the U.S. 
dollar last week, making it the weakest of the six currencies we 
regularly review. Nonetheless, short term momentum did not 
confirm the weakness, medium term momentum appears to be 
bottoming (a rally through 108 JY/US.S would do much to 
complete the bottoming process), and sentiment remains near its 
most constructive readings of the year. Thus, the prospects for 
improved relative strength in coming weeks still appear to be 
good. While we may have to allow for a decline to the 113 area, 
we still believe that the stage is being set for a resumption of the 
Yen's underlying uptrend. Such a resumption would allow for at 
least a test of the high to date near 100. 

Dentschemark 

Fundamental view: The dollar has stalled at the DM 1.70 level in 
thin year-end trading but we continue to expect further dollar 
strength in coming months. Estimates of real GDP growth in the 
U.S. of 4%-to-5% in the current quarter have many U.S. analysts 
looking for the Fed to boost interest rates in the first half of next 
year, although the sharp decline in oil prices and political 
resistance could delay a tightening move. In contrast. German 
interest rates are likely to fall steadily next year in response to 
economic weakness and moderating inflation. The Bundesbank 
left rates steady in December, but we expect another 0.5% cut in 
official interest rates in January. Unexpectedly high money 
growth of 7.2 in November may have contributed to the bank's 
decision to delay easing until January. The bank may also wish 
not to appear “soft” ahead of new year’s labour negotiations early 
next year, especially since CPI inflation is still running at a 3.6% 
rate on a year-to-year basis. The German economy posted 
positive growth in the second and third quarters of 1993, but rising 
taxes are expected to depress consumer spending early next year, 
setting the stage for another year of weak overall growth in 1994. 

Against that backdrop, we continue to expect German short- 
term interest rates to fall by about 200 basis points from current 
levels to 4.0% by the end of next year. With our U.S. analysts 
expecting U.S. short-term races to rise to the 3.75%-to-4.0% 
range over the course of next year. Germany’s short-term interest 
rate advantage should basically disappear, even as its labour costs 
remain far out of line from an international perspective. 

Accordingly, there should eventually be little reason for the 
deutschemark to retain any overevaluation against its estimated 


purchasing power parity value, which we put in the range of DM 
1.85-to-DM 1.90. We continue to look for the dollar to reach DM 
1.80 and DM 1.85 over the next six and 12 months respectively. 

Technical view: The Deutschemark fell 0.6% versus the U.S. 
dollar last week. However short term momentum is constructive 
and sentiment is viewed as oversod. Thus, while medium term 
momentum remains down, there appears to be ample room for a 
potentially meaningful counter trend rally, with resistance for the 
currency indicated at 1.65-1.66 DM/USS. However, with the 
dominant trend remaining weak, surprises are likely to be to the 
downside, and an eventual decline to 1.75 and beyond remains a 
reasonably strong probability. 

The Mark/yen cross has moved back through the 65 area. Short 
term momentum has struggled to confirm this recent strength. 
However, there is strong resistance near current levels and 
medium term momentum remains weak. This, plus potential 
medium term strength in the yen, suggests that the foundation for 
a second leg of decline in the cross — with a possible test of the 
August lows below 40 — is being laid. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: The pound was little changed this week, 
edging up a cent to 1.49 US$ and holding steady at DM/;2.54. We 
continue to project a rising pound versus the- currencies of 
continental Europe. We expect another 50 basis point cut in the 
base rate this spring, but this is much smaller than our forecast of 
a 200 basis point decline in short-term continental European rates 
by the end of 1994. 

As a result, we look for the pound to appreciate to DM/:2.60 in 
22 months. We continue to expect the pound to depredate to 
US$/:1.41 in 12 months as U.S. short-term interest rates rise by 50 
to 75 basis points by the end of 1994. 

Technical view: The British pound last 0.5% versus the U.S. 
dollar last week. Sentiment has deteriorated a bit, but remains 
near oversold levels. Momentum has been weak of (ate and, from 
current levels, would require a rally back through 1.52 U.S$ to 
turn back up. The support/resisiance focal points remain un- 
changed: A break down through $1.46-$1.47 would imply a 
potential test of important long term support at $1 .40-SI .42, while 
a rally through $1.55 would see the stage for a challenge of long 
term resistance at $1.60. 

The DM cross- rate has been trading around the 2.54 area in 
recent days on relatively weak short term momentum. However, 
medium term osdllators remain constructive, suggesting that 
recent weakness in the cross rate will be short lived. An eventual 
test of the 2.59 area still seems indicated. Nearby support exists at 
2.51 and 2.485. 


Peanuts 


PIP YOU KNOW 
IT TOOK LEO 
TOLSTOY SIX 
YEARS TO WRITE 
^WAR AMU PEACE"? . 
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I KNOU) MOW HE 
MUST HAVE FELT. 



I VE BEEN WORKING ON 
THIS STORY NOW FOR 
OVER HALF AN HOUR.. 



Andy Capp 





THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


HARRIS io -27 



‘Don’t think of it. as kissing the same 
old mouth every day. Think of 
it as lip recycling P 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


'AMD IF IT'S VVET\ 
.nTS'RAlNlNGj) 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
<9 by Henri Arnold end Hike Argirior 


Unscramble mess tour Jumbles, 
one iBtter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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dbttenIMtPMi 

C -*n‘i — 
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DEEKY 


m mam 



RUFUTE 


IE 

■■ 


ZEFIRE 






HOW THE TRAINEE 
REACTEP TO THE 
BROKEN -STOPWATCH 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*■* w/iTxxrmcnT 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumWeS: BATHE POWER VALUED APPALL 
| Answer. What was the story aboul Moby DkX7 — 

A WHALE TALE 


China says new 
taxes more fait' 


BEIJING (R) — China’s top 
tax collector has promised 
sweeping tax reforms will not 
cause inflation and will give a 
better deal to state firms and 
the poor when they take effect 
next month. 

The People's Daily quoted 
Jin Xin, director of the State 
Administration of Tax, as 
saying taxes on state firms will 
drop from current rates that 
run as high as 55 per cent to 33 
per cent — the same as fore- 
i go-invested firms pay. 

Mr. Jin said industrial and 
commercial taxes, part of the 
package approved by the State 
Council (Cabinet) tor Jan. 1 
effect, will fall from 32 per cent 
to 28 per cent. 

Private, collective and fore- 
ign-owned firms, with lighter 
tax burdens, have rapidly 
gained market share at the 
snse of state firms. 

i’s 13,000 large — and 


expense 

China’ 


medium-size state firms 
account for only 2.6 per cen ^ 
all companies in the country 
but produce 46 per can of 
national output alto pay 6' P« 
cent of taxes. . 

The reforms also include 
new taxes on lsind and teal 
estate transactions, natmal re- 
sources. the stock exchange, 
social insurance, inheritances 
and donations. 

A new consumption tax on 
11 goods — inchwing tobacco, 
liquor, cosmetics, jewellery, 
petrol and cars — - will not be 
inflationary, Mr. Jin said, be- 
cause it will replace other taxes 
and overall pnees will not rise. 

The income gap is also wide- 
ning, officials estimate 4.3 mil- 
lion “rich” people cam 30,000 
yuan ($5,260) a year, against 
an average urban income of 
1,826 yuan ($320) a year, and a 
rural average of 784 yuan 
($138) in 199Z1 


Report: French arms 
industry likely to shrink 

PARIS (R) — France’s arms industry may have to shed more than 
one in three jobs over the next four years because of shrinking 
post-cold war markets, a state body bas said. 

The General Planning Commission, which advises the govern- 
ment on longterm planning, said in a report France needed to 
focus on essential weapons and would be unable to finance all its 
arms programmes over the next few years. 

The commission said 24 crucial sectors, including nuclear 
weapons and missiles, should remain in French hands. 

But the costs of industrial reconversion, modernisation of the 
armed forces and probable peacekeeping operations would hit the 
defence budget, it said. 

The commission said France would have to revise its doctrine of 
an independent defence and concede that some non-essential 
programmes should be left to better placed Western partners. 

It said the arms industry, which has lost 80,000 jobs over the 
past decade and now employs some 330.000 people, would have 
to cut between 58,800 and 131.800 jobs by 1997. 

A favourable envisaged markets shrinking five per cent this 
year and growing by five per cent a year from 1995. In the worst 
case, markets were seen shrinking five per cent this year and 10 
per cent a year over the next three years. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 25, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rtghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Wishing you a Happy and Holy 
Holiday ^Season where you go 
forward in a new light to greater 
accomplishments in the New 
Year before you. Be sure to 
make this a special day for you. 
and yours. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get involved with as many per- 
sons- as possible today and let 
them know of your affection for 
and devotion to them to create a 
quick more lasting rapport. 

TAURUS: (April 211 to May 20) 
You can enjoy ycur surroundings 
more than usual this Christmas 
so have about you as many of the 
conditions and things you enjoy 
the most. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
One from the outside cun be the 
means by which your happiness 
at this holiday season is greatly 
enhanced so do something spe- 
cial in return. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day for happiness and 
a sense of wellbeing and security 
should envelope you today and 
tonight so take full advantage of 
this good feeling. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't only be with and make- 
those about you happy by your 
presence now but atso communi- 
cate with those who live nearby 
and let them know of your affec- 
tion for them. 

VIRGO; (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You have a chance to 
show those who have been help- 


ful to you in practical and' mun- 
dane ways that, you value and 
appreciate their support so do so, 
LIBRA: (September 23 tb’6cto-! 
ber 22) You are endowed with 
super warmth and magnetism, 
and would be wise to express it. 
freely to whomever you come in : 
. contact with and have much love 
in return. 

SCORPIO: (Octohcr 23 to 
November 21) Put your close 
companions at ease by showing 
them in unmistakable terms of 
your devotion to them and wil- 
lingness to put yourself out for 
them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Extend your 
holiday greedngs to whatever 
friends and acquaintances come 
to your mind and be more lavish 
in letting them know of your 
interest in them. - 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you have a 
chance to let those who are in the 
outside work! be more aware of 
your interest in them and appre- 
ciation for their abilities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 tu' 
February 19) Bring some new 
associates into the picture this 
Christmas day and let them know 
of your love Tor mankind gener- 
ally and sptxific persons. 

PISCES: (February 2!> to March 
2(1) You are able- to make an 
even deeper impression upon (Ik 
one who means the most to you 
today and tonight so don't hold 
hack with personal fervour. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Eugene Puffonbergar 


3 


ACROSS 
1 Alphabet run 
4 Left-hand pan 
9 CM W8r tetters 
12 Placed down 
*14 Stranger 

15 San — Obispo 

16 Pond ptam 

17 Laughing 

18 Vases 
19-July to 

Septem ber 
21 Infantryman 

23 IroquotBn 
tribesmen 

24 Subsequently 

25 “Poverty a 

no — ” (Herbert) 

28 on a Hot Tin 
floor 

29 Witty rem ar k 

31 Food bit 

32 Way out 
34 Sttck fast 
38 Maananior 


37 Japanese 
parftamant 

38 German art 
songs 

40 Dawn goddess 

43 Border 

44 — tonga, vto 

urevta 

45 2,001 

46 Notable period 
*8 vehemently 
SO Well-known 
52 Sirius 

55 Virginia state 

Bower 

57 Not 'Ter' 

58 Whiskers 

80 Parry's creator 

81 Landteni'a due 
62 Aflayed 

83 Lob or mob end 

64 Vane tetters 

65 Sketches 
86 Draft org. 

DOWN 

1 Knives 

2 Heat 
unit 

3E*csvating 
4 Deviate 



•Wjgg^~emm»eLtee 


5 Ancient Wymote 
Ms 

6 Estuary 

7 Transmit 

8 Hap 

9 Museum 
director 

10 Earnest 

11 Maintain 

13 Miami's county 
15 Sal/ nearer the 
wind 
20 Rama 

22 Assemblage 

37 j Xou Gra nt" 

28 D espots 

28 "CeS Me — 

30 Antipathy 

33 Charlotte, tne 
actress 
35 DOF* 
commend 

38 French 

pereoMn 

39 Picture 

41 Rejoinders 

42 SmaB candles 


Ywntoy'a ftnrie Sotvwfc 


nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn.^ nnnnnnu 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn rimm 
nnmnnnnnn 
nnnnn nun nnnnn 
nnnnnnn 
onnnnn riiinnnn 
nnn 

nnnnn rsnn nnnnn 
rinnnnrinnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nmrcnmnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnnn 


43 Tracking 
devices 

47 Vipers 

48 “—It 
romantic?" 

Si is indebted to 


KJReefeg 

Storing up 

55 A Barrymore 
86 End's partner 
fflSMt . 


y „ 


vattva 

Wm 




A. 




t .. 


*?;• 

- v i 














JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25-26, 1993 


*-*®*L»V»4 rXHAKGZAX. KUUCXET /^9r^x\ 
.HIItUBIWieHB HHU - MOIIUI I C ( ft&U )?] 

nuniwii Mono / miiiq 

\ Stagg/ 

»***T 1M.8M ACnVRT n» THE PCX [Od 110/12/1*13 -2j7l»/Ulll 
«w nmn 


CWMT'I BuflS 


w. or ex cm cusirt 
omipb nun rnux 


m 

•O i, l{ t 


MUM n«MT am 

MUM W DUE 

MM MM i wim i ixi uw 

JPHM Uttlttt BMOC 

unou mm m nnn i u namui i 

■BRIESC ItB 

jcnu immqrr * mumcr mm 

■H* BMW. KVINHUretaTHEHT Mil NO 


- • _ A. 

•v 

V 

: ‘“V.. 

•r. . ''‘ l 

; ' 


*' r iiis ' 
,0 shrin 


'i-V- 


• j is 




MM vat t Occa m amuxa 
*•*» n * B * IX CMM WBIUUi lUSUMm 
W1 UT10ML MUD WouKt 


Btnro pinwicr aienicin 

Hl.MI 
U. 113 

2-340 

1-300 

2.140 

2-240 

2 

I 

300 

300 


11, «■»! 
11, HI 

7.000 
4. TOO 

C.1M 

4,150 

C 

4 

700 

700 


2,940 

2.080 

1-980 

1 

fftO 

jmh» nun c cm couplet 

42. OKI 

D.S30 

O-SM 

0 

IN 

mxwam. mnrauo xuuutiu 

7S.H1 

4.050 

4 .000 

3 

9C0 

IBM nan uvnwm 

S.4S0 

1-400 

1 -ftas 


370 

■RM BnttPMSM l lUUlftUXH VXA1ZK 

0,443 

1.000 

1.040 

1 

038 

jotBMt rpiznouTOBu. lutmn emn 

1.1*4 

1.890 

1-57D 

1 

590 

«vn..rr inuit. mnaa t wnnuicc 

3,140 

1.100 

2.0SB 

1 

oto 

JWBM pmm nnunw / MU-C 

21.713 

U-1QQ 

13.900 

13 

10* 

• mLIHIM /AD-Dllvnm 

24,140 

14.000 

13. SOO 

13 

090 

wrta inu wi i cohhddqm *»u 

2*1,912 

2.250 

2.300 

2 

110 

in* ma. Ton MWEinum i mwww 

1.02C, 1*9 

8. S2D 

2.840 

J 

089 

stMout tDMcco t craurzu 

1,720 

20.000 

19.000 

19 

300 

vn»»atr> com. nnaoL NunrwciBUM 

21, *04 

1.700 

1.700 

1 

no 


we wwsinxAL commcuL ■ Juatxcunwu. 

WE RMU KC4usi.ll> rULLa 

((.<11 

11,210 

210,719 

7,790 
10. *M 
0.400 

7.700 

10.100 

1.3*0 

7. CM 
10.750 
8.190 

jorau Mm 

Wi tan tut pzra maniragnixiAC 
jmomm mm * cunous nuanucs 

4,191 

US 

14,4*4 

1.0*1 

7.110 

3.300 

3.700 

4.200 

7.100 
J.JM 
3.130 
4. 290 

7.100 

3.330 

3.410 

4.230 

wt muc Mirun 

a.oi* 

2-330 

2.700 

7-900 

IU* CHEKIC4L DETBbWPlB DOMWXr. 

Si, 331 

20.900 

20.990 

19.950 

07MTUC * HMVIKI 

117,(34 

3.020 

3.000 

2.3(0 

MTIA 1MKHHUW 

11,9*3 

2.300 

7.430 

2.440 


dm al nm nviuMn * pwcaiAMT 

393,51* 

19. *00 15.150 

IS. 080 

mm Inman c nanuiaWL dam 

131.293 

1.910 

1.470 

2.470 

MM AUXUXIM MDKTKY 

in. *94 

10. 154 10.134 

10.199 

MM um coKMUim. • nua* 

24.1*7 

1.3*0 

1.330 

1.870 

Jcmlui medical eaxunai 

1C.C0 

0.130 

3.3(0 

0.390 

i At v 

:«,cos 

5.100 

3.130 

5.010 


25.312 

3.410 

3.3(0 

J.HD 


17,4(1 

3.300 

1.3M 

7.200 

0MEVEMM. CUnXCU KBUITKIE* 

55,13* 

7-330 

7.100 

7.090 

hmoo 

*3.11* 

*.300 

4.300 

4.480 

MAi ZADOSntlES 4 KMO/JUCO 

37.34* 

1.1(0 

1.140 

1.110 

atm m H2CMI cukreze inarm 

(,322 

0.370 > 

9.3(0 

0.370 

JDMM (MOO XMMMtXIES t JW10B 

22.(01 

(.030 1 

(.030 

8.180 

Pnom aui * win HwinnnuM 

1*1,399 

1.030 

1.000 

7.990 


14.373 

3.(00 

1.3(0 

3.810 


10, *31 

7.(10 

3.7*0 

3.2*0 


11,1(4 

1.410 

1.350 

I.3SO 

E*MWZ> MVEIXHBT 

1*2,193 

2.440 

2.330 

7.410 



comu —y»t njumae i iomim 

joau bum ncxuriM 

MHDI XMBTXK COM. 

iuoou EMC na scvt.c nunc on. mi 

Mun m sxvmzMCs invxstxnT aunc 

MM! unmiu DHumCEE CD. 

anoH cnotn co.no 

BOM H1TIL» l PLASTICS DO, CO 73* 
MM MW CUU CWMT 

w n i am unnKi ngsraua 

.B-in DSMr MM juunmurrmuJE CO. 

0 I A M » TOTAL 


MANAMA (R) — A pan- 
Arab financial services Firm 
has been forced to halt its 
credit card and dollar travellers 
cheque transactions because of 
sanctions imposed on Libya, a 
spokesman for the company 
has said. 

The U-S. government this 
week froze the U.S. assets of 
the Bahrain-based firm, Arab 
Financial Services Co E.C. 
(AFS). public relations execu- 
tive Nigel Peiyy said. 

“The American assets have- 
been frozen in New York,*' 


Arab Financial Services Company hit over Libya 


Mr. Perry told Reuters. 

An account that was frozen 
was used by AFS to settle 
dollar travellers cheques and 
credit card transactions, he 
said. 

The U.S. Office of Foreign 
Assets Control took the acrion 
under the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolution which froze Li- 
byan financial assets worl- 
dwide from Dec. 1 over the 
bombing of an airliner over 
Scotland in 1988. 

AFS is owned by 58 Arab 
financial institutions. Libya has 


share in the company but Mr. 
Perry said it was well below a 
controlling interest. 

As of the last annual report. 
end-1992, Libya had less than a 
12 per cent direct interest. 
Other companies in which 
Libya had shareholdings, such 
as Arab Banking Corp (ABC), 
also had shares. 

“The total is still much less 
than 50 per cent, so it's not a 
controlling interest," Mr. Per- 
ry said. 

A precise figure was not 
iinini-riiately available. 


Four or five of the board’s 15 
members were Libyan, and 
one of them. Chairman Abdul- 
la Saudi, was not representing 
Libya but ABC, of which he is 
president and chief executive, 
Mr. Perry said. 

The company's management 
was deciding how to proceed. 

Dollar travellers cheques 
constituted its main business. 
Its sterling travellers cheque 
business was not affected but 
was significantly smaller than 
those in dollars. Mr. Perry 


said. 

It appeared likely that those 
dollar travellers cheques 
already sold would be hon- 
oured but AFS credit card hol- 
ders received letters saying the 
card operations were sus- 
pended. 

All transactions above floor 
limits — small amounts which 
do not require checking with 
AFS — will be declined. 

The number of credit cards, 
issued with the Visa logo, was 
relatively small, Mr. Pern* 
said, since they were issued to 


corporate customers rather 
than to general public. 

The sanctions were imposed 
to pressure Libya to surrender 
two men accused of blasting: a 
Pan Am jet from the skies over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 19BS, 
and to satisfy demands of a 
French magistrate over -the 
bombing of "a French fliqhi-in 
I9S9. “ : 

AFS registered S3.54 million 
net profit in 1992. down from 
S6.45 million in 1991 due to 
reduced sales of travellers che- 
ques and lower interest rates. 


Kuwait expects no foreign rush for bank stakes 


KUWAIT (R) — Foreigners 
are unlikely to buy 'into 
Kuwaiti banks soon, even if 
Kuwait lets them, bankers say. 

The deterrents include wor- 
ries about Iraq, the stagnant 
local economy and the bad 
debt problem which has dog- 
ged the Kuwaiti banking sys- 
tem since the early lysik. they 
say. 


"There certainly aren't any 
immediate obvious targets for 
foreigners at the moment. 
Whaf would be the point?" 
asked a senior commercial 
banker. 

The cabinet has passed a bill 
allowing citizens of Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCCl states 
— Kuwait. Bahrain. Oman. 
Qatar. Saudi Arabia and the 


United Arab Emirates — to 
own up to 49 per cent of local 
banks and insurance firms. 

- The authorities are also 
studying a proposal to let fore- 
ign banks from outside the 
GCC own up to 411 per cent of 
local banks. 

Both measures would need 
parliamentary approval. 

But even if foreigners did 


not take advantage of the 
opportunity, the opening could 
be a psychological boost for 
the banks, which are showing 
sporadic signs of recovery from 
Gulf war losses and the effects 
of the debt problem. 

"It (the bill! does help inte- 
grate the local banking scene 
into the GCC and prepare the 
way for any future investment. 


and that is a key government 
aim." the senior banker said. 

The six commercial banks 
are currently owned solely by 
Kuwaitis, although foreigners 
hold small stakes !n other areas 
of the financial sector such as 
foreign exchange companies. 

The authorities, gradually 
liberalising the tightly reg- 
ulated banking sector to try to 


revive economic activity. 1 say 
foreign involvement in hanks 
could help stimulate a non-oil 
sector hit by a drop in popula- 
tion and low business confi- 
dence. 

Officials insist they see signs 
of foreign interest in local 
bunks but are not sure if the 
proposals arc attractive 
enough. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR -to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 



Tel. No. 810605/BI 0609 
Fax No. 810520 



The Best Oriental F/x/d in Town 
THE 



RESTAURANT 


■ Chinese . Thai, Phillipino 
fndonislan & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 

12:00 - 3 : 30 p.m 
6:30-11: 30p.m 

(7 days a week) mSOm 



2 nd Circle. Jalwl Amman 
Opposite French loaf 

. Tel- 653482 


Celebrate at 
The Celebrated: 



Club Restaurant. 


Reserve 


NowJ^>| 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
VOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


816690 

XMAS EVE 

Special Dinner Menu 

XMAS DAY 

Special Lunch Menu 


Bookfaws«13S72/63057l 



Financial Jor,tan T,m « 

Marbaec ,n OH,B,ratto " wtth 

lwarKTO Cairo A mm an Bank 

U.S. Dollar in Uitamattannt Marfcats 


d-k ll 


Currency 


Sterling Found' 


Don be be Mark 


Sals* Franc 


French Franc 


km* •!3 , l2i93 


1.499 J*“ 



5.7J70** 



PEKING 

RESTAURANT 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:10 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 



# 

SZECHWAN BARDENS 
CHINESE REST AQRANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skated Chinese Chefs 


Open 1130- 330 i&OO- MSdfagta 


Take away is available 

Snai AMrsb Street 
Urn Wftanoft Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 881174 
f ncc Tasted AiwtysLctcd 



SANlAi 


The first* best . 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Arman near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Takeaway Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


* w Restaurant 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 


Soft fit Alcoholic Drinks. 

g__Also 

^ Take-Away Service 


% 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold swaAe dollar at nudaion 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Thursday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sorting 
One ounce of 


1.3325/35 

1.7000/10 

1.9035/45 

1.4420/30 

3538/42 

5.7735/85 

1665.3/6.8 

110.85/95 

8.1990/90 

7.3480/80 

6.6160/60 

$1.4995/05 

S386.5G/3S7.00 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 








Veritable Cuisine Franpaise 
Live Entertainment 

685746 

Shmessani 



gjigliiptl 

Bi l i ti 


AVIS 


St 699-420 



Cj 5 y ? s % z j 

Qc&LauranL & Tapas 

iebel Amman. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfae 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



TALK OF THE TOWN 




OpM nightly From MO PJf to LM AJI 
Erapt Sunday Froro 4 JO PM (s3iH A.M 
Tuesday Closed 

Tel: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hold - Shmeisani 


Daily Lunch 
-Skf 7f£c*c*c 


— NIGHTLY— 
Fine Dining 
and. 

live Music' 


Parole 


Ai-.iJonn •Jt.idan Supcnnarkc: BLDG. 
- nd Tel: 824677 



IIAINITEL 

iks 2 «l*l»= 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


j? Restaurant WH-th 
fln Artistic Sbn6iance 


Valentino 

"restaurant 


JABAL AMMAN TOST CWCU 

Opposite the Iraqi embassy tel, man 


«&, EXOTIC $$ 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 

5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 



"CALL HISHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 


Special Executive Luncheons i 

Take away service j 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm ! 
7. 30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel] 

Ibwards 3rd circle i 


Tel: 659519 659520 

Happy Hour 

At 


1 f \ / 


From 6 to H pm. 
One drink free for 
each drink 

please call for reservation) 
Trt 6X9671/2 -666 ISO 
S/nneisani -.Xexrio 
Sight <fe Sound 
















































































Yeltsin elected to head CIS; 
no deal on economic union 


ASHGABAT - (AFP) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
was elected Friday to head the 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) at a summit 
here marking the alliance's 
second anniversary, but the 
CIS leaders failed to iron out 
details of an economic union. 

CIS leaders unanimously 
voted in favour of the Russian 
leader who will serve out the 
first term of a six-month rotat- 
ing presidency of the Com- 
monwealth, .. Turkmenistan 

President Saparmurad Niyazov 
announced. 

The newly-created rotating 
chairmanship was described by 
the Turkmenistan leader as a 
mechanism to distribute and 
bolster responsibility for the 
alliance among its 12 members. 

“This procedure will allow 
us to make the work of the CIS 
executive bodies more effec- 
tive and it will facilitate organi- 
sational and other matters in 
between meetings of CIS heads 
of states, Mr. Niyazov said. 

The decision was viewed as 
confirming Russia's dominant' 
role in the CIS which Yeltsin 
founded along with Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk 
and Belarussian leader Stanis- 
lav Shushkevich at a meeting 
near Minsk in 1991. 

The leaders adopted a dec- 
laration on “cooperation and 
confidence-building'* among 
member-states modelled after 
statements from the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). 

The 12 leaders proclaimed 
their respect for the sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity of 
each country and to reject the 
use of force or the threat of 
force and of economic sanc- 
tions in relations. 

They called for resorting to 


peaceful means in resolving 
conflicts and voiced “a shared 
concern for the broadening of 
armed conflicts fuelled by ex- 
pansionism, nationalism and 
religious intolerance." 

Azerbaijani President 
Geidar Aliyev, whose country 
has been waging a six-year 
undeclared war with Armenia 
over the enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, urged leaders to 
force Armenia to end its 
“aggression" against his repub- 
lic. 

Mr. Aliyev said heads of 
.state should “demand that 
Armenia cease its military ac- 
tions” and called for a CIS 
commission to be set up to 
investigate the “criminal ac- 
tions'* perpetrated by the 
Armenians. 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrossian shot back that 
the war between Azeri forces 
and Armenians in Nagorno- 
Karabakh had dragged on “be- 
cause of the unwillingness of 
the Azeri leadership to settle 
the conflict by political 
means.” 

The war of words between 
Mr. Ter-Petrossian and Mr. 
Aliyev came as Azeri forces 
launched a large-scale attack 
on the enclave early Friday, 
according to Armenian forces 
in Nagorno-Karabakh in a re- 
port from tiie Interfax News 
Agency. 

The Azeri land forces were 
supported by about 10 
armoured vehicles in assaults 
on Mkrdakert, in the north, 
Martuni. in the southwest, and 
Gadrout, in the south, the In- 
terfax News Agency reported, 
citing the press service at Ste- 
panakert, the enclave's capital. 

The offensive, launched at 
dawn, was still under way in 
mid-afternoon, the enclave's 


foreign affairs spokesman 
Arkadi Goukassian said. 

He described the offensive 
as an attempt by Baku “to 
force out by arms all the Arme- 
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh." 

Thousands of people have 
been killed in six years of 
fighting over the status of the 
enclave, which is seeking to 
remove itself from the Azer- 
baijani authority under which 
it was placed by Stalin. 

Successive attempts by 
Soviet or Russian authorities 
and by international mediators 
to resolve the conflict have 
failed. 

The fighting erupted again in 
mid-December after several 
weeks of calm following a 
series of victories by Armenian 
forces drat saw them break 
through deep into Azerbaijani 
territory. 

The presidents of Azerbai- 
jan and Armenia met Friday in 
the sidelines of the CIS summit 
without any sign of rapproche- 
ment. 

In separate statements after 
the meeting, Mr. Aliev called 
on CIS member states to de- 
mand the withdrawal of Arme- 
nian troops from Azerbaijani 
territory, and urged the crea- 
tion of a special commission to 
determine the “material dam- 
age” caused to Baku, and to 
“condemn the criminal actions 
by the occupiers.” 

He said more than 18,000 
people bad been lulled, with 
50,000 wounded and 4,000 
taken prisoner, since the start 
of the conflict. 

Mr. Ter Petrossian said the 
fighting was continuing be- 
cause Baku was not willing to 
settle the conflict by political 
means and was acting in de- 
fiance of United Nations re- 
solutions. 


CIS heads of state were 
unable to make progress in 
setting up an economic union 
in line with a treaty signed at 
the last summit meeting held in 
September and a proposal 
from Russia to establish a 
minority rights convention 
never materialised. 

. In . another development, 
Turkmenistan . the host city of 
the talks, decided to join the 
economic union as an associate 
member of the treaty. 

Leaders failed to agree on 
coordination of pricing, tax 
and customs policies, a key 
aspect of the economic union 
treaty aimed at establishing a 
common market among mem- 
bers. 

The item was knocked off 
the agenda of talks as was the 
proposed minority rights char- 
ter that Russia was pushing in a 
bid to guarantee the rights of 
the 25 million ethnic Russians 
living outside its borders. 

A Russian Foreign Ministry 
official said Thursday that 
Ukraine and Uzbekistan were 
opposed to the convention and 
argued that provisions on pro- 
hibiting assimilation of minor- 
ities were in violation of 
national legislation. 

The summit however paved 
the way to several one-on-one 
meetings between leaders, in- 
cluding key talks between Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Kravchuk on 
disarmament while Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevardnadze 
held separate meetings with 
Kazakh President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, Uzbek President 
Islam Karimov and with Mr. 
Kravchuk. 

All heads of states of the 12 
former Soviet republics were 
present except for Belarussian 
leader Shushkevich who sent a 
representative. 


Christmas truce spurned in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — A 
Christmas ceasefire agreed by 
Bosnia's three warring factions 
was in tatters Friday as militias . 
in the capital and the rest of 
the country continued to 
ignore the truce call after in- 
conclusive Brussels talks. 

“There is no ceasefire at the 
moment,” said U.N. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) 
spokesman Major Idesbald 
Van Biesebroeck. 

Fighting on the ground per- 
sisted before, during and after 
the-Bnissels negotiations on a 
political settlement despite the 
ceasefire agreement 
announced Wednesday. 

The three contending forces 
— the mainly Muslim Bosnian 
army, the Bosnian Serbs and 
the Bosnian Croats — agreed 
under UNPROFOR auspices 
to a ceasefire for the year-end 
holidays, from Dec. 23 to Jan. 

In Croatia, however, the 
truce ceasefire was being 
observed Friday between 
separatist Serbs in the Krajina 
region and the Croatian army, 
U.N. officials said in Zagreb. 

Bosnian Serb shelling “re- 
mained at a high level” in 
Sarajevo, where the situation 
remained “tense and unst- 
able," said Maj. Van Bieseb- 
roeck, adding that fighting was 
going on in other regions — 
mainly in central Bosnia, Bihac 
in the northwest, and Mostar 
in the south. 

The situation further de- 
teriorated in the Muslim en- 
clave of Gorazde in eastern 
Bosnia, where 20 shells fell on 
the town, leaving, one person 
dead and nine injured. 

Even though the ceasefire 
theoretically went into effect at 
2301 GMT Wednesday, U.N. 
Military spokesmen said the 
Serbs had fired more than 
1.300 shells at Sarajevo Thurs- 


day, while the government 
forces, the majority of whom 
are Muslims, fired 14. 

The U.N. force spokesman 
said the areas hit hardest by 
die Sarajevo shelling were the 
Kosevo and Bistrik residential 
areas and the city centre, as 
well as the area in which die 
main post-office building and 
the U.N. forced headquarters 
are located. - - * 

, . A French corporal was 
wounded by a mortar shell 
here and flown home for treat- 
ment, a spokesman for the 
U.N. Protection Forces said 
here Friday. 

The incident happened 
Thuisday in Zetra, in the north 
of the Bosnian capital, when a 
shell exploded 30 metres from 
the military headquarters 
where a French contingent 
serving with the UNPROFOR 
are based. 

The attack came as French 
Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard arrived Friday in the 
former Yugoslavia for a Christ- 
mas morale-boc^ang visit to 
French U.N. troops. 

The corporal, whose identity 
was not revealed, was flown 
home suffering from head in- 
juries. 

Mr. Leotard is due to spend 
Christmas Eve with French 
troops in the Muslim enclave 
of Bihac after visiting infantry 
in Glina, in the north of break- 
away region of Krajina in 
southern Croatia. 

UNPROFOR reported five 
dead and 68 injured in 
Sarajevo, while Boanan Radio 
Thursday evening announced 
10 dead and 62 injured. 

The hardest hit areas around 
the front lines were Butarir and 
Dobrinja in the west and part 
lof Vogosca, in the north. 

Fighting with heavy weapons 
and small arms was still intense 
late Friday morning, both 


along the front lines around 
the capital and in the centre. 
There were loud explosions on 
the heights and in the western 
part of the city, and snipers 
were very active. 

In central Bosnia, where 
Croat forces are pitted against 
the Bosnian government army, 
fighting continued in Gomji 
Vakttf, 60 kilometres west of, 
Sarajevo, and in Vitez, further 
north where mortar shelling 
and small arms fire was re- 
ported. 

The situation remained 
tense in the northwestern 
pocket of Bihac, where gov- 
ernment troops were fighting 
surrounding Serb forces on the 
periphery, and outside the en- 
clave where forces loyal to 
secessionist Muslim Fikret 
Abdic were challenging the 
regular Bosnian troops, UN- 
PROFOR said. 

In Brussels Thursday, three 
dayse of talks wound up with 
little apparent progress except 
to endorse the ceasefire call. 
Mediator Lord Owen urged 
the belligerents to hold Ire 
until the next round of negotia- 
tions in Geneva on Jan. 15. 

The talks, winch involved at 
famous times die EC's foreign 
nnnistcre and the leaders of all 
the parties to the Bosnian con- 
flict, notably failed to settle a 
dispute over the three-way 
partition of Bosnia into Serb, 
Croat and Muslim republics. 

The Serbs, Croats and Mus- 
lims bad agreed in Geneva to 
increase the Muslim share of a 
three-way partition of Bosnia 
from 30 to 33.33 per cent. 

But when the talks moved to 
Brussels Wednesday, the Mus- 
lims said the quality of the land 
offered was not good enough. 
They demanded that land 
seized from them through 
“ethnic cleansing” campaign^ 
be returned. 


Ghali crosses into N. Korea amid reports 
of breakthrough in t alks 


PANMUNJOM. Korea (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali walked across 
the demilitarised zone into 
North Korea Friday amid re- 
ports that Pyongyang was 
ready to resume talks on nuc- 
lear inspection. 

Dr. Ghali, on a personal 
mission to defuse the impasse 
over Pyongyang’s alleged 
efforts to build a nuclear bomb 
told reporters: “Christmas is 
about peace, and peace is the 
purpose of my goodwill visit.” 

Waving and smiling the 
U.N. chief then crossed over 
the narrow cement military de- 
marcation UnejMDL) at 12:04 
local time (0504 GMT) accom- 
panied by bis wife Elea Maria. 

His personal peace effort 
coincided with a South Korean 
report of a breakthrough in 
the impasse — saying the Com- 
munist North had agreed to 
resume talks with the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 


(IAEA) on inspection of its 
nuclear facilities. 

In the report, the South Ko- 
rean Yonhap News Agency 
said that direct talks with the 
IAEA, if successful, would be 
followed by a third top-fevel 
Washington-Pyongyang meet- 
ing in late January or early 
February. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the Yonhap 
report, which said the move 
was linked to South Korea and 
the United States halting 
annual joint military exercises 
in the South — known as 
“Team Spirit.” 

Foreign Press covering Dr. 
Ghali' s departure here bad no 
visas to accompany him into 
the rigidly Stalinist and iso- 
lated North, and had to drive 
back South. 

But North Korea's Korean 
Central New Agency (KCNA) 
monitored in Tokyo, said he 
had arrived in Pyongyang, 


where a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman took a sidewipe at 
the U.N., saying it was partly 
to blame for the division of the 
Korean peninsula where U.N. 
troops fought North Korean 
and Chinese troops from 1950 
and 1953. 

On crossing into the North 
ride Dr. Ghali was met by the 
Secretary of North Korea’s 
Military Armistice Commis- 
sion, General Kim Ryon Ki 
and Choi U-Jim, the North 
Korean chief of the joint Nuc- 
lear Control Committee 
(JNCC), a North-South body 
inoperative since the nuclear 
crisis began. 

The U-N. chief is scheduled 
to spend Christmas Day in the 
North Korean capital of Pyon- 
gyang, where he will meet with 
82-year-old President Kim Tl- 
Sung before travelling on to 
China on Dec. 26. 


Moldovan 
rebels to 
surrender 

Romanian 

militants 

BUCHAREST (R) — The for- 
mer s Soviei.Repu.blic of Moldo- 
va said Friday that Russian-led 
rebels in the Dnestr separatist 
enclave would surrender six 
ethnic Romanians — one 
under a death sentence — who 
were jailed on terrorism 
charges. 

Presidential spokesman 
Vasile Grozavu told Moldovan 
and Romanian radio the trans- 
fer of prisoners to the govern- 
ment resulted from an initia- 
tive by President Mircea Sne- 
gur at this week’s summit 
meeting of ex-Soviet states.. 

He said all participants at 
the summit of the 12-member 
Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS) had backed 
Mr. Snegur. 

Hie flascu. who was sent- 
enced to death two weeks ago 
on a terrorism charge linked to 
ethnic clashes last year, and 
the other members of the so- 
called “Tiraspol sw”’. would be 
handed over to Moldovan legal 
bodies in Kishinyov soon, he 
said. 

No precise date was given. 
The group were among ethnic 
Romanian militants detained 
by the Russian separatist rulers 
of the self-styled “Dnestr Re- 
public" after violence in June 
1992. 



South African police Friday cordon off the scene after a 
over a limpet mine outside Soweto (AFP photo) 


was derailed after raffing 


8 killed in S. Africa township massacre 


DURBAN, South Africa (R) 
— Gunmen killed eight peo- 
ple, one of them a baby, and 
wounded four in an attack on a 
squatter camp fn the Natal dey 
of Durban, police said Friday. 

Police had arrested one man 
over the attack Thursday 
night, a spokesman said. 

A group of heavily-armed 
gunmen opened fire at random 
after entering the Krishna 
Road Camp Thursday evening. 
Police film showed at least two 
women among the victims and 
the baby, wearing only a nap- 
py, with its stomach ripped 
open. 

Police said the motive for 
the attack was believed to be a 
power struggle between rival 
black political factions. 

The spokesman declined to 
say which factions were 
thought to be involved but 
other officials said police were 
investigating the possible in- 
volvement of rival groups with- 
in the African National Con- 
gress (ANC). 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la, state President F.W. De 


Klerk and Inkatha all appealed 
in Christmas messages for an 
end to political violence in 
which more than 13,000 people 
have died since Mr. De Klerk 
started to dismantle apartheid 
in early 1990. 

In Pietermaritzburg, a Natal 
Supreme Court judge Friday 
sentenced a man to death for 
the massacre of six schoolchil- 
dren in the Table Mountain 
area last March, state radio 
reported. 

Jeremiah Zulu was con- 
victed of gunning down the 
children who were among 22 
youngsters on tbeir way to 
school in a truck. Seven chil- 
dren were wounded in the 
ambush. 

The Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party said five of the 
dead were children of senior 
Inkatha officials and blamed 
the ANC for the attack. 

Jeremiah Zulu was also sent- 
enced to 15 years imprison- 
ment for attempted murder. 
His 19-year-old nephew Sibus- 
iso Zulu was jailed for 25 years 
for murder and a concurrent 12 


years for attempted murder. 

The South African Broad- 
casting Corporation said sup- 
porters of Inkatha and the 
ANC attacked each other with 
whips outside the court after it 
adjourned. 

Meanwhile, assassins shot 
dead the ■ personal a ssistant of 
African National Congress De- 
puty General Secretary Jacob 
Zuma, the ANC and police 1 
said Friday. 

police said Patford Strama 
was standing at a bus stop in 
the Johannesburg!! suburb of 
Yeovil le when two gunmen 
fired at him on Thursday night. 

The ANC called the killing a 
“premeditated assassination." 

“We hope the police will do 
everything in their power to 
bring the killers to book as 
speedily as possible,” said 
ANC spokesman Carl 
Niehaus. 

In a separate development, 
saboteurs derailed an empty 
passenger train in South Afri- 
ca’s black township of Soweto 
early Friday, police said. 


N. Ireland takes 3-day break from war 


BELFAST (R) — A three-day 
IRA truce took effect in 
Northern Ireland Friday but a 
-leading politician said it only 
delayed the next killing by 72 
hours. 

As hopes of a permanent 
end to the conflict faded, Ken ■ 
Maginnis of the Ulster Union- 
ist Party said the only pebple 
who enjoyed Jho+truce were 
140 IRA prisoners on Christ- 
mas leave. 

“They gain more than the 
community gains because the 
next victim is only having his 
death delayed by 72 hours,” 
Mr. Maginnis told British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio. 

Mr. Maginnis, whose party 
wants the province to stay Brit- 
ish, said the truce was a Christ- 
mas bonus for paroled IRA 
prisoners who were jailed for 
fighting rule from London. 

“It enables the provisional 
IRA to know that some of 
their own activists can come 
borne to their own families 
without much chance of the 
police or army arresting 
them ” he said. 

The truce was announced 
Thursday amid increasing signs 
that an Anglo-Irish initiative to 
end 25 years of war in northern 
Ireland is close to collapse. 

The two governments have 
challenged the Irish Republi- 
can Army to end its war 
against British rule in return, 
for a seat at peace talks for its 
political wing, Sinn Fein. 

A spokesman for British 


Prime Minister John Major 
said the truce was “another 
distraction from the real issue. 
The people of Northern Ire- 
land want a permanent end to 
violence, not a temporary ceas- 
efire.’’ 

But Sinn Feiu,- which seeks 
to uniteTbe province with the 
Irish Republic, has given acobl 
response to the initiative and 
demanded am' amnesty for 
hundreds of IRA prisoners. 

Top Sinn Fein official Mar- 
tin McGuinness said in re- 
marks published Thursday that 
the Republican movement saw 
the plan as “a beginning” but 
demanded direct talks with 
London and Dublin. Both gov- 
ernments have rejected the de- 
mand. 

“It remains to be seen if the 
British government will play a 
positive role or continue to 
mount roadblocks and barriers 
to this (peace) process." he 
told the Derry Journal. 

Republican sources said Mr. 
McGuinness appeared to be 
preparing party activists for an 
eventual rejection of the plan if 
Sinn Fein failed to win conces- 
sions from the two govern- 
ments. 

Britain and Ireland said their 
Dec. 15 initiative was not up 
for negotiation and called on 
Sinn Fein to get the IRA to 
end the war and join talks to 
discuss the details. 

Britain has ruled out an 
amnesty for any of the 1,600 
prisoners jailed for security 


breaches. One hundred and 
forty, including 100 serving life 
terms, are being allowed home 
this Christinas under a five- 
year-old parole scheme. 

Republican sources said 
many of tire 140 IRA prisoners 
would spend most of their 
week’s leave, with their families. 
’ and much of the rest with IRA 
officials ^tll&xfeSrag 7 the peace 
plan. 

Traditionally, Northern Ire- 
land's top security jails have 
been the IRA’s debating socie- 
ty and the views of jailed activ- 
ists will be crucial in shaping its 
definitive response to the 
Anglo-Irish plan, the sources 
said. 

Sinn Fein President Gerry 
Adams, who is reported to be 
suffering from exhaustion, said 
this week that the party's re- 
sponse to the plan would take 
weeks to draw up. 

About 115 Protestant ex- 
tremists battling to keep the 
province British have also been 
released for Christmas. Their 
umbrella organisation has 
taken a wait-and-see attitude 
towards the initiative. 

The initiative says the peo- 
ple of Northern Ireland and 
Ireland should determine the 
future of their island but gives 
the Protestant majority in the 
province a veto vote. 

Sinn Fein wants Britain to 
acknowledge the right of a 
united Ireland but the Anglo- 
Irish declaration fell short of its 
demands. 


Allegations against Clinton appear to fall apart 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Allegations that President Bill 
Clinton made job offers to 
cover up a sexual scandal have 
appeared to unravel while the 
U.S. leader, in a separate con- 
troversy. moved to clear his 
name of financial wrongdoing. 

New charges against Mr. 
Clinton of womanising while 
he was governor of Arkansas 
made by state troopers first 
surfaced over the weekend. 
After a brief media frenzy, the 
story seemed to be losing 
steam. 

Arkansas state trooper Dan- 
ny Ferguson reversed himself 
by stating that contrary to ear- 
lier assertions, the president 
never tried to silence him and a 
fellow trooper with an offer of 
government jobs. 

“President Clinton never 
offered or indicated a willing- 
ness to offer any trooper a job 
in exchange for silence or help 
in shaping their stories.” 
trooper Danny Ferguson said 
in an affidavit released 
Wednesday in Little Rock. 
Arkansas, signed by his lawyer 
Robert Barton. 

Mr. Ferguson was the pre- 
viously unidentified trooper 
who had told the Los Angeles 
Times that the president had 
telephoned to offer a federal 
job for’ him and a second 


trooper. Roger Perry, in ex- 
change for silence or for in- 
formation on what Mr. Perry 
was telling reporters about Mr. 
Cl inton’s extramarital trysts. 

The alleged offer of a federal 
job, would violate federal law. 
Mr. Clinton Wednesday de- 
nied the earlier allegations, 
saying: “That absolutely did 
not happen.” 

Mr. Perry, Mr. Ferguson, a 
third trooper named Larry Pat- 
terson and a fourth as yet 
unidentified trooper have been 
the primary sources for a spate 
of allegations that Mr. Clinton 
used the troopers to arrange 
extramarital trysts. Mr. Clin- 
ton had denied the charges. 

The Arkansas Democrat- 
Gazette reported in its Friday 
editions that Betsey Wrieht. 
Mr. Clinton's former chief of 
staff when he was governor 
and who is now a lobbyist in 
Washington, had met with the 
state trooper shortly before he 
backed off the charges. 

Ms. Wright said "she had 
spoken Monday with trooper 
Danny Ferguson during a trip 
to Little Rock this week, the 
paper said. 

news P a per quoted un- 
identified sources as saying that 
Ms.- Wrig ht ’initi ally wanted 
Mr. Ferguson to hold a news 


conference to recant the 
charges. Ms. Wright told the 
newspaper she did not come to 
Little Rock at the request of 
administration officials. 

Ms. Wright was not im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. 

Mr. Ferguson's wife, 
reached at the state trooper's 
home, said her husband would 
not be making any comments 
beyond the affidavit. 

White House Communica- 
tions Director Mark Gearan 
said he believed the firestorm 
sparked by the charges of state 
troopers that Mr. Clinton used 
official perks while governor to 
carry on extramarital affairs 
was dying out. 

“f think their credibility has 
been impeached time and time 
again, and I think that people 
are much more aware of Cliff 
Jackson's role.” he said. 

Mr. Jackson, a Little Rock 
lawyer who represents the 
state troopers, is a longtime 
Clinton political enemy. 

In an attempt to defuse the 
controversy over alleged finan- 
cial wrongdoing in a real estate 
deal, the president ordered his 
personal lawyer to give federal 
investigators all relevant pap- 
ers, the White House said 
Thursday, 


It said the files to be turned 
over to “appropriate law en- 
forcement authorities at the 
Justice Department” included 
those removed from the office 
of Vince Foster, his White 
House lawyer who committed 
suicide last July. 

The files pertain to an in- 
vestment by Mr. Clinton and 
wife Hillary in the Whitewater 
Development Corp., a real 
estate investment firm in which 
Mr. Clioron and Arkansas 
businessman James McDoug- 
al were partners. 

**As stated previously, there 
has never been any suggestion 
by any law enforcement official 
of any impropriety regarding 
the Clintons' investments in 
Whitewater,” said Mr. 
Gearan. 

"He concluded this was the 
appropriate action at this 
time," Mr. Gearan told Reu- 
ters. “The decision was made 
just in case any of it had any 
relevance.” 

Mr. Clinton's dealings with 
Mr. McDougal. an old Arkan- 
sas friend and political suppor- 
ter. have been described by the 
White House as a bad invest- 
ment and nothing more — but 
by others as the core of a 
scandal that could shake his 
presidency. 


outranked in private 
row 

BANGKOK (R) — A Thai 
army major-general got him- 
self into a royal row. when he 
drew a pistol on a police pri- 
vate after a traffic accident, the 
Bangkok press reported Fri- 
day. According to the mass* 
circulation Thai. Rath news-f 
paper, Major-General Bun* 
such Ruangrat drew bis auto- 
matic when private Chaleo 
Sunthom asked him to movn 
his car after a minor coH&on 
Wednesday so that the fkw of 
traffic could resume. ."You: 
don't have to interfere since 
you're only a police private 
who cannot compare with an 
army majopgeaeral like me,” - 
the general was .-quoted m 
saying. Thai Rath ran photo- 
graphs showing the: generar 
knocking Chafec’s sunglasses 
from his face and standing be- 
fore the poticeman with htsgurt 
in his hand. On Thursday, af- 
ter the incident was publicised, 
private Chalee was granted an 
audience by Thailand's power- 
ful crown prince. His Royaf 
Highness Maba Vajiralong- 
kom, first in fine to succeed 
Thailand’s beloved King Bhu- 
mibol Adulyadej. The prince 
told the private’s superiors to 
take action agarostthe major- 
general, the Nation reported 

Castro’s daughter 
granted asylum In 
US. 

COLUMBUS GA (AP) — 
Fidel Castrb’s daughter said 
she used a faked Spanish pass- 
port and a wig to sneaic out of 
Cuba and appealed to her 
father's government to let her 
16-year-old daughter join her. 
Anna Fernandez Revueita* 
who has long been estranged 
from her father, fled Cuba 
' Monday, leaving her daughter 
behind. She flew to Spain and 
was granted political asylum by 
the United States. “You have* 
to realise the desperation it 
takes to turn a person’s core to 
iron to withstand the hardship 
of escape and the possibilities 
that there may be no hope of 
seeing your child again,” she" 
said Thursday. Ms. Fernandez, 
believed to be in her mid to 
late 30s, said her daughter _ 
knew of her escape but "acted' 
unaware of my plans as she was: 
celebrating her 16th birthday 
.the day before;" She said she.- 
spoke to her daughter early ^ 
Thursday, ahd'&.of thgraftc - 
iro'‘aatiK>rities had comedy to" 
see the girl. With a im- 
migration official actings* an 
interpreter, Ms. Fernandez 
spoke at a news conference in 
this Georgia- town where she 
was staying .with a wealthy 
Cuban- American, Elena 
Amos, who has assisted other 
Cuban defectors. She said she 
■had no message for her father, 
but “my message for the 
Cuban government and the 
people of Cuba would be to 
help my daughter. 1 cannot 
stop drinking of her while I'm 
here.” She gave few details of 
her escape, but did say she 
used a wig, gained extta 
weight, wore a heavy coat, and 
used heavy makeup to alter her 
appearance. When Fernandez 
left Cuba, it was the first time 
she had been off the island 
since she and her mother were 
in Paris in 1964. 


Lawyers aim to block 
nude Jackson potos 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — U.S. 
pop star Michael Jackson’s de- 
fence team will fight to exclude 
nude photographs of the enter- 
tainer from evidence in any 
child molestation trial. “We 
will be litigating whether or not 
the photographs will be 
admissible at a later time in 
court,” attorney Johnnie 
Cochran Jr. said Thursday. In 
a live message carried by satel- 
lite worldwide, Jackson de- 
scribed a body search by cri- 
minal investigators, adding, “H 
was the most humiliating 
ordeal of my life." The 13- 
year-old boy -suing Jackson 
S? ve police a detailed descrip- 
tion of discoloration of the 
entertainer's private parts, 
which could be crucial to 
verifying the boy’s claims; 
sources have told the Associ- 
ated Press. A highly placed law 
enforcement source, speaking 
on condition of -anonymity, 
told the AP Thursday that ifU 
vest! gators had compared the 
boy’s description to the pic- 
tures* of Jackson. The source 
would not say if the boy’s 
description was correct and 
said no immediate decision an 
whether to file criminal 
charges Against- Jackson was 
expected because authorities 
want to be "extraordinarily 
thorough” and fair. Earlier this 
year, Jackson said he has vitili- 
go, a skin condition that causes 
blotches. Neither side has said 
whether the exantfoaftm, coa. 
fumed the boyVlfcscription. 
No criminal charges have b tea 
filed. Trial in the civil molesta- 
tion case is set for March ZL 
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Charlton tops Irish popularity poll 

DUBLIN (R) — Englishman Jack Charlton, who steered the Irish 
Republic's soccer team to the 1994 World Cup finals, was picked 
Friday’s as the most popular man in Ireland. The blunt-spoken 
football manager, revered in sports-mad Ireland, was chosen by 
38 per cent of those polled by the Irish Press Group, Beaten into 
second place was moderate Irish nationalist John Hume, who has 
been a prime architect this year of moves to bring peace to 
Northern Ireland after 25 years of guerrilla conflict. Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams, leader of the political wing of the Irish 
Republican Army fighting to oust Britian from Northern Ireland, 
won just one per cent of support in the poll. 

Brundle eyes Indycar circuit 

LONDON (AFP) — British driver Martin Brandle may try his 
luck on the Indycar series next year after failing to obtain a 
leading Formula 1 contract. Having finished seventh in the World 
Championship this year with French Ligier outfit, he is annoyed 
at not being signed up by one of the top tames and believes the 
Indycar circuit is becoming more attractice. ‘The teams have to 
find less money to be competitive and the cars are much more 
equal," be said. 

Advocaat to coach in finals 

AMSTERDAM. Netherlands (AP) — Dick Advocaat. who took 
the Dutch through the qualifying rounds, wfli coach the team in 
the 1994 World Cup finals -in the United States, Dutch soccer 
officials said. Advocaat accepted the Dutch Football Associa- 
tion’s offer, made collapsed, the association said. Advocaat led 
the Dutch past England to second place in their qualifying group 
behind Norway. He had already signed a four-year contract to 
manage the national side up until the 1998 World Cup finals in 
France. Cruyff was to take over for the 1994 finals, but had 
reportedly asked for too much money. His insistence on wearing 
and marketing his own brand of sportswear during the toumar 
meat was also an obstacle. 

Robson: United still have work to do ■ 

LONDON (R) — Manchester United may be racing towards a 
second English premier championship and the record books but 
their former England captain Bryan Robson believes there is still 
a lot of work to do. ‘To compare ourselves with the great 
Liverpool teams of the past or Sir Matt Busby’s side in the 1960s, 
we have to prove ourselves over a four or five-year period," 
Robson said. “The first step is to make sure we become the first 
United side to retain a championship since Sir Matt Busby's 
Babes in the 1950s.” United could go 15 points dear if they beat 
third-placed Blackburn at Old Trafford Sunday at the start of a 
busy holiday programme. “After an away match at Oldham on 
Dec. 29. United return home to face second-placed Leeds on New 
Year’s Day and then go to Anfiekl to play Liverpool three days 
later. If they come through that, and their rivals slip up at all. 
United will be well on schedule to record the quickest title of 
modem times. That honour belongs to Liverpool who settled the 
1983 championship on April 12, with six games still to (day. 
Robson, who turns 37 in the new year, is in his 13th season with 
United and has found it difficult to maintain a place in a side 
acd aimed as the best for years. 

Cardiff faces more punishment 

CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — Cardiff City’s Soccer team isT likely to 
face disciplinary action after a pitch invasion and other Can 
disturbances at Wednesday's night game against Welsh rival 
Swansea. The game was delayed by some 40 minutes as fans from 
both teams ran onto the field at Ninian Park. Mounted police and 
officers with dogs-took several minutes to dear the playing area. 
During the second half, after Cardiff's Gary Thompson scored the 
game’s only goal, seats ripped from their mountings and other 
objects were hurled from a section of the grandstand reserved for 
Swansea supporters. Several spectators were injured. “We wDI 


have to examine all the evidence and see exactly what the 
circumstances were before we can dedde what action, if any, to 
take,” Football Association of Wales chief executive Alun Evans 
said Thursday. Cardiff has already been fined £25,000 ($75,000) 
for fan incidents at two games earlier this seasons. The Cardiff 
chairman, Rick Wright, said surveillance cameras would be able 
to identify fans who were involved hi die trouble and those guilty 
would be banned from die stadium. 

Bangladeshi is fastest man in South Asia 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh's Bimal Chandra Taraftiar became 
South Asia’s fastest man Friday when he won the 100-metre sprint 
in record time on the fifth day of the week-long South Asian 
Federation Games. He docked 10.61 seconds against die previous 
record of 10.68. Sri Lankan K. V. Damaynathi Darsha snapped up 
the fastest woman title when she won the 100-metre sprint in 
11.78 seconds. In the marathon. Sri Lankan K.A. Karunaratne 
took the gold with a time of two hours 21.38 minutes followed by 
compatriot K.L. Samarasuigjhe with two hours 21.58. India's 
Bhanwerial Deka and Roopa Unnikrishanan won the shooting 
golds in the men’s and women’s individual events. Sri Lanka 
clinched the gold for the shooting team event. Sri Lankans Lihini 
Weerasuriya and Saranga Sangakara won the women’s doubles 
tennis gold, beating Indians I. Rashmi and J. Parekh 6-0 6-3. 

Dutchman vows to stop swearing 

SWINDON, England (AFP) — Swindon town’s Dutch midfielder 
Luc Nijholt has promised to cut out the foul language that cost 
him a two-match suspension and- a dob fine. Nijholt, 32, 
expressed bitter regret over an outburst for which he was sent off 
in the home premiership match against Queens Park Rangers on 
Nov. 24. He said: “It was a bit stupid and I certainly regretted it 
— especially when we went to Liverpool. To play at Aufield was a 
great occasion for the other lads — l bad to miss it “It was 
enough for me to make up my mind I would never swear at a 
referee again.’’ 

Lewis camp slam IBF decision 

LONDON (AFP) — Lennox Lewis' camp are furious that a world 
heavyweight title unification bout between the Briton and 
American Evander Holyfield will not be sanctioned by the 
International Boxing Federation (IBF). Holyfield regained the 
IBF and World Boxing Association crowns by beating compatriot 
Riddict Bowe last month, and Lewis is the World Boxing Council 
champion. But IBF President Bob Lee stressed that American 
Michael Moorer bad been first in line to fight Bowe and was now 
the scheduled opponent for Holyfield should he decide to 
continue boxing. “I drought the whole world wanted an undis- 
puted champion," said Frank Maloney, Lewis’s manager. “We’re 
flabbergasted by Lee’s statement. “One man is denying Lennox 
the chance to fight for the undisputed championship of the world 
and denying fans the bout they really want to see. Everyone had 
agreed to it in principle and we are looking at an April date.", 

Navratilova set for grand finale 

TOKYO (AFP) — Martina Navratilova’s final season will start in 
Tokyo when she goes onto the court to defend her singles and 
doubles titles gt the $750,000 Toray Pan Pacific Open Women’s 
Tournament oh Feb. 14>. She will slop the Grand Slam Australian 
Open in January. Bat her way to another new'record of 167th 
singles vdtory will be a tough challenge, as die Tokyo field 
includes current world -number one Steffi Graf of Germany, 
three-time champion Gabriela Sabatini of Argentina and Jana 
Novotna of the Czech Republic. Another entrant sure to attract 
attention will be a player at the start of -her career — the 
impressive Iva Majoli of Croatia. The winner on the artificial 
indoor at the Tokyo Metropolitan Gymnasium will receive 
$150,000 and the runner-up $67,500. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BADGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hokb 

*QG <?A CAJ1066 *KQ984 
The biddias has proceeded: 

South West North Eeat 

1 6 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 2 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner has shown a six-card 
spade suit and a hand of hunted 
value. With your prime cards, ruff- 
ins value and filling honor in 

North's sint. raise to four spadea. 
Three spades is for the weak-kneed. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*9543 TA72 06532 *65 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump, showing 21-22 points. 
What action do you take? 

A— If you elected to pass, this de- 
partment won’t quibble. Nonethe- 
less, the odds favor bidding close 
games when vulnerable, eo we 
would choose to act. Our choice 
would be a Stayman bid of three 
clubs en route to three no tramp to 
check on the possibility of a 4-4 
spade fit 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ6 TK9852 05 *7653 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 7 Pan 

2 0 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — While the prospects of playing 
two diamonds are not enthralling, 
any action could carry you from the 
pot into the Crying pan. Partner al- 
most surely has a six-card suit on 
this auction and to rebid a weakish 
five-card suit courts disaster. We 
trust bidding no trump didn't even 
• cross your mind. Pass. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AJ105 9AQJ8 08 *KQ72 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — If you play splinter bids, thh 
is the hand for a jump to four dia- 
monds, showing game-going values 
and shortness in the bid suriLjf not, 
jump to four spades — your hand re- 
values to 20 points in support of 
spades, so you want to be in game 
no matter how sketchy partner’s 
response. 

Q4S — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*7 7AKQ109 OAQJ +J1095 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 <? Pass I NT Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— It is tempting to make an invi- 
tational jump to three hearts, but 
avoid that temptation whan you 
only have a five-card suit, even one 
as good as this. Our choice would be 
two. dubs. If partner cannot bid a 
second time, we don't think game is 
in the cards. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*782 9AKQJZ05 0KQ6 *8 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one no tramp (IS- 
IS points). What action do you 
take? 

A. — We’re certainly going to bid; 
it's just a question of how high- We 
think four hearts is overly aggres- 
sive (after all, we need two phis 
tricks Grom partner), but two hearts 

b much too conservative. That 

makes three hearts the pundi t s* 

choice- 


Macari hunts premier lead 


GLASGOW, Scotland (AFP) 
— Glasgow Celtic's new mana- 
ger Lon Macari is chasing two 
Christmas victories which he 
believes will put the side on top 
of Scotland’s premier division 
for the first time in 16 months. 

Celtic are a point behind 
co-leaders Motherwell, Glas- 
gow Rangers and Aberdeen, 
and play the first two sides 
within tiie next eight days. 

Motherwell, Celtic’s oppo- 
nents Monday, have produced 
the biggest shock this season, 
at the corresponding time last 
year they were 13 points be- 
hind leaders, and eventual 
champions. Rangers. 

Macari, mindful of Celtic's 
poor performances in recent 
seasons, said: “We have not 
been in contention at this stage 


in recent years so this is the 
most important period for 
quite some time. Most people 
expected Rangers to be well 
ahead but we are within strik- 
ing distance. 

“To be honest, I expected it 
to be nip and tuck after we won 
at Rangers last time. I thought 
there was nothing between the 
teams and couldn’t see a gap 
forming between us." 

Winger Pan! Byrne should 
be fit for Celtic despite a re- 
currence of a knee complaint 
while Motherwell striker 
Dougje Aroott is ready to re- 
sume after a three week abs- 
ence. 

Motherwell have emerged 
from tiie relegation worries of 
12 months ago to be one of the 
title contenders 


SSSS 5 

StttPS 

PJ? IN JOD : 
125,000 IN DBL 

318700 ) ^ 

.2 - 621108 ) 


Anand gamble stops Beliavsky’? 
run at PC A chess qualifier 


GRONINGEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — Top-seeded Indian 
Viswanathan Anand claimed a 
share of first place at the PCA 
qualifier chess tournament by 
breaking Ukrainian Alexander 
Beliavsky’s 14-game undefe- 
ated streak against grandmas- 
ters. 

Anand has struggled to find 
bis form here, and he took a 
big chance by playing the short 
attack with white, pioneered 
by British grandmaster Nigel 
Short. Beliavsky responded 
with the Sicilian Najdorf, 
world champion Gany Kaspar- 
ov's favourite defence. 

Beliavsky and Georgian 
grandmaster Zurab Azmaipar- 
ashvili were Kasparov’s 
seconds when he defeated 
Short in the first Professional 
Chess Association world cham- 
pionship in London earlier this 


year. 

Anand was convinced he 
bad walked into a trap during 
the game. . 

“Beliavsky was smiling all 
the game. He never smiles. 
During the game ■ Azmaipar- 
ashvQi would walk past and 
they would both smile at each 
other," Anand said. “I thought 
I'd walked straight into Kas- 
parov’s preparation." 

The Indian grandmaster said 
be then started to play for a 
draw and was amazed when 
“inaccurate play by black” 
gave him a chance to win. 

‘Tm just relieved to stop Big 
Al," he said, using Beliavsky’s 
nickname. 

‘ Anand said he would avoid 
the short attack in the future, 
but it did help him become the 
first player to beat Beliavsky m 


the Ukrainian’s last 14 games 
against grandmasters, includ- 
ing four in this t ournament. 

Anand: and Beliavsky now 
share the top spot in the 
tournament with American 
Joel Benjamin and Russian 
Sergei Tiviakov, all with four 
points out of five games. - 

Benjamin, playing black, 
scored an impressive victory 
over Russian Evgeny Bareev, 
who used his queen to counter 
Benjamin’s Nimzo Indian de- 
fence. 

The Russian took the initia- 
tive, but Benjamin's scrupu- 
lously accurate play neutral- 
ised his attack. 

Benjamin is now due to play 
with the advantage of white 
pieces Friday, against either 
Beliavsky or Anand. 

Tiviakov crushed Michael 


Adams* Sicilian Taimanov. . y 
opening after the British’- 
grandmaster created a weak* ^ 
ness in the hear of his owr\ 
defence and ti»m blundered, .., 
the game aw?’ - - , Lj 

The top spyen grandmaster^-* 
here and Short will compete iri \ 
elimination matches next year’-, 
to dedde who will challenge . . 
Kasparov for the PCA title irC * 
1995. * 

The PC/-'., which Kasparov 4 j 
and Short founded in February* r \ 
after quitting the rival chef:’, l 
ruling body FIDE, has sue-.*, 
ceeded in ' attracting 54 top “I 
grandmasters to this $230,003*. 
event. . ^ . 

Eleven rounds of chess wifi^ , H 
be played according to the’ . j 
Swiss system, with players., ! 
meeting different opponents; ; 
each day. The last . round is * t 
scheduled for Dec. 30. 


B ecker : Fashanu escapes misconduct charge 

^_1 L LONDON (AFP) — Wimble- cleared Fashanu. ball’s Players’ Unioi 

Uld.yCi o IldVC don striker John Fashanu was He said: “After considering Gordon Taylor called 

-A J cleared by an English Football the evidence presented to the creation of an independ 

11 np/-| nTllGC Association (EFA) inquiry commission of inquiry by rep- tiplmary tribunal. 

UjvU. kll into an incident which left Tot- resentatives of Tottenham, _ . ... 


BONN (Agencies) — Tennis 
players have tested positive for 
cocaine, amphetamines and 
marijijaana bat the sport's gov- 
erning body has kept results 
secr et, Bo ris Becker has said. 

Asked in a newspaper inter- 
view if he believed players had 
been tested positive for drugs 
but not punished, Becker said: 
“Yes. I don’t mean that it has 
necessarily anabolics but certainly 
cocaine, speed or marijuana.” 

“The question is whether the 
ATP can even allow a doping 
test to have a positive result 
because then the whole sport 
gets a bad reputation and tiie 
sponsors will really go away,” 
Becker said in the interview 
published Friday in the daily 
Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung. 


LONDON (AFP) — Wimble- 
don striker John Fashanu was 
cleared by an English Football 
Association (EFA) inquiry 
into an incident which left Tot- 
tenham captain Gary Mabburtt 
with multiple fractures of his 
cheekbone and eye socket, it 
was revealed Friday. 

But the decision immediate- 
ly sparked calls for more action 
to be taken to stop dangerous 
injuries caused by reckless 
play. 

Mabbutt was struck by 
Fashanu’s elbow as the pair 
contested a header in a pre- 
miership match on Nov. 24. 

Tbe Spurs skipper suffered 
four fractures of the cheek- 
bone and three fractures of the 
eye socket. The blow to the 
eye socket was so severe it bad 
to be rebuilt with the help of a 
metal plate. 

A three-man commission of 
inquiry spent four-and-a-haif 
hours watching video evidence 
Thursday. On Friday FA 
spokesman David Bloomfield 
issued a statement which 


CAR FOR SALE ; 
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BMW 320i 1985 customs duty unpaid stereo-computer 
controlled-alarm system, perfect running condition. 

Please contact 641759 


Al Dalai Establishment 

Offers the largest and widest assortment of perfumes 
and embroidery. 

There is no need to look for the best and most 
competitive prices in Jordan. 

Our address: Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


Furnished Appart. For Rent 


* NEWLY BUILT { behind Phlladelphya Hotel > . 
‘consists of ( 2 bedrooms , salon + dining + 
living room } , fully equlped kitchen, TV + satillite 
telephone , Full Secrttartal Service Is available . 
695573} 
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SALE 30% OFF 


Ctolhlno ter AH HoMay Occation 
*5 DaysONLY JJ* . 
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AI-Rabieh 
Al-Dabbas Trading Center 
Tel. 694077 LA . Q 


Nadera 

Flowers 





Show year lovei 
respect ibid 
appreciation with 

Fresh Iwwers. 

Opposite Queen 
Alia Fund 
Abdoun Tel: 829422 


cleared Fashanu. 

He said: “After considering 
the evidence presented to the 
commission of inquiry by rep- 
resentatives of Tottenham, 
Wimbledon and the three 
match officials, tiie members 
of tbe • commission are not 
satisfied that they can justifi- 
ably recommend a charge of 
misconduct preferred against 
John Fashanu.” . 

The Wimbledon striker, 
dubbed “Fash the bash” be- 
cause of his uncomprising 
approach to tbe game, sat 
alongside Mabbutt before the 
inquiry. 

Fashanu emerged tight- 
lipped after the inquiry and 
refused to comment. 

Mabbutt, wearing dark glas- 
ses to hide the damage to his 
right eye and face was more 
forthcoming, saying: “It was a 
business-like and fair hearing.” 

Suigeons told him he had 
.come within a millimetre of 
losing the sight in his right eye. 

'Afterwards English foot- 


Encyclopedia 

of jordanian 
Laws and I 
i regulations i 
new edition ' 
in Arabic 
fax 691 128 


ball’s Players’ Union chief ' - 
Gordon Taylor called for the - 
creation of an independent dis- - 
ciplmary tribunal. 

Taylor said he was appalled- 
but not surprised at tbe lack of, - . 
action taken by tbe game's^., 
ruling, body after a series of-' : , ; 
disfiguring injuries caused by.-., 
flying elbows. 

He said: “Tbe game can't- 
ignore the dangerous injuries., 
suffered by Gary, John Uzzell - 
and Peter Beardsley as a result . 
of reckless challenges with the . ' 
elbow. 

“We can’t keep brushing this; 7 ' 
under the carpet. One of these* 
days it will be too late, when- - 
someone has lost an eye or.-, 
suffered brain damage. ; 

“To ask a referee to recon- ■ ' 
sider after he has initially de- 
cided to take no action places' 
him in an invidious position. * -- 

“There should be an inde-.* 
pendent system, a panel of 
experts from the different < \ 
bodies — players, referees and. - 
managers, along with repre- . * 
sentatives from the FA Disci-' 
plinary Organisation — to give ■: 
h more objective view. *. : 

■ “No-one- saying- Jobfr.^ 
Fashanu wanted to injury Gary r * 
Mabbutt. He’s a big, strong lad’ 
who uses his height and.- 
strength to best advantage and:'-, 
it would be naive not to expect"*; 
him to get into scrapes. : • 

“But if playeis are jumping 
with elbows coming in from the ‘ 
side, it's going to cause probi - 
lems and you can’t wrap it op . 
any other way/’ 



Usama Jabri 
Company 

Congratulates you on the 
occasion of Christmas and the 
new year and offers the public 

Al BIche (log) cake 

at the rale of JD $ only 

Shmeisani-ftableh District 
Dabbas Shopping Centre 



fernand aubry 

Beauty Center 


La Vie CENTER 

Wishes to invite its customers for a 
Luxury Beauty Session 
with its highly qualified Beauticians for the 
Christmas & New Year Events. 

For appointments contact 661217 


Quern* 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD ‘1 


Shows: 1230, 3 JO, 6:15, 8:30 

CONCORD ‘2* 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

. Shows: !£30, 3:00. 4:45, 6:30 

Hi America Play, 8:30 





Td.: 634J44 


Td.: 675571 


Ahmad Zaki and Mahmoud Hamideh 
In 

ALB ASHA 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 1230.3:15.5:00.630.8:30. 1030 ' 

dally at 11:00 a.m. 

HOME ALONE “2” 


STONE COLD 

Shows: 330. 6:15. 830. 10:30. 1230 

NINJA DRAGONS 


presents a play entitled: 

AL 11m Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajei, Has- 
san Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabif & Hisharfi’s Td.: 625155 

AftiLAM THEATRE 


The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 pjn. 

The theatre doses Saturday 
and Sunday 
English synopsis avaSabie 
The Theatre wffl be closed from Dec. 24 
1993 until further notice. 
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PLO wants to use several 
currencies in occupied lands 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
wants to use a mixture of 
.Jordanian, Israeli and Egyp- 
tian currencies well as the 
American dollar m the- auton- 
omous territories envisaged 
under the Sept. 13 agreement 
with Israel, Palestinian sources 
said. 

; The sources said the PLO 
■ position was conveyed to Israel 
during talks on economic coop- 
eration in Paris over the past 
two months, adding that the 
Israeli team had not formally 
responded to the request yet. 

But indications are that 
Israel would agree to the PLO 
request after “certain mod- 
ifications," said a senior PLO 
source. The source declined to 
elaborate. 

According to the sources, 
the PLO’s move to have the 
Israeli shekel and Egyptian 
pound along with the dinar and 
American dollar stemmed 
from a desire to "keepall op- 
tions open" during the “final 
status negotiations" scheduled 
to begin in the third year of 
autonomy under the Sept. 13 
accord. 

“Given the inevitability that 
large numbers of Palestinians 
will have to continue to work 
in Israel and will get paid in 
Israeli shekels, it is only logical 
that the Israeli currency will 
have to remain valid in the 
occupied territories until such 
time the Palestinian economy 
is totally independent of 
Israel.” said the senior PLO 
source. 

The sources said the PLO 
wanted to “progressively ex- 
pand” the use of the mixture of 
currencies to the rest of the 
West Bank during the interim 
accord. 

In the same vein, the source 
said, the Gaza Strip will have 
dose links with Egypt if only 
because of the dose proximity 
of the Mediterranean strip with 
Egyptian territory and the fad 
that Egypt ruled- Gaza until the 
1967 war had led to many de 
facto situations where such re- 
lations cannot be shed over- 
night. 

“The move (for a mixture of 
currencies) has little to do with 
tile PLO’s quest for an inte- 
grated economic relationship 
with Jordan, and the use of 
non-Jordanian currencies 
along with the dinar in the 
occupied territories will have 


no political bearing," accord- 
ing to the source. 

"The PLO remains commit- 
ted to the ultimate objective of 
very dose economic relations 
with Jordan," said the source 
when asked why PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat had not yet 
endorsed a draft economic 
accord with Jordan. 'The idea 
is to keep all Palestinian op- 
tions open and preempt any- 
moves that might be used by 
Israel to deny Palestinian state- 
hood.” 

No Jordanian official was 
immediately available for com- 
ment. But offidals have said 
that Jordan would have to ex- 
ercise its own options to main- 
tain the stability of the dinar if 
the PLO did not ratify the draft 
economic accord. 

Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi said last week 
that a Jordanian decision to 
enter an agreement with Israel 
to reopen Jordanian commer- 
cial banks in the occupied terri- 
tories was independent of the 
proposed economic accord 
with the PLO. 

Jordan had started negotiat- 
ing the agreement with Israel, 
which was signed early this 
month, many months before 
the PLO and Israel signed their 
Sep L 13 autonomy accord. 

Officials say that the bank- 
- Ing accord was an essential 
element to allow Jordan to 
have a say in the monetary and 
banking affairs of the occupied 
territories by virtue of the fact 
that between JD 300 million 
and ID 400 million are now in 
circulation among the two mil- 
lion Palestinians living there. 

Officials say Jordan has in- 
formed the PLOthat any deci- 
sion it takes in the context of 
currency and other monetary 
affairs of the occupied territor- 
ies should be closely coordin- 
ated with the Kingdom if only 
to enable Amman to adopt the 
necessary measures to protect 
its currency. 

“The quest for Israeli per- 
mission to set up an indepen- 
dent Palestinian authority has 
been temporarily set back,” 
said the senior PLO .source, 
confirmiif| that' Israel had 
turned down the request saying 
a Palestinian central Batik or 
even a monetary authority was 
a token of Palestinian inde- 
pendence and sovereignty, 
which the Jewish state argues is 
beyond the realm of the Sept. 
13 accord. 

“But they have promised to 


look into the PLO’s request to 
use the mixture of currencies in 
the interim period,” said the 
source. 

An option being entertained 
by the PLO is a “Palestinian 
national bank" without the 
term "central” or “monetary” 
authority. - This proposal re- 
ceived British government 
backing during the London 
visit in mid-December of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, other 
sources told the Jordan Times. 

According to the sources, 
although the PLO wants Israeli 
permission to print and issue 
Palestinian currency the orga- 
nisation does not believe that it 
could release any independent 
currency if only because of the 
lack of monetary cover re- 
quired under international 
standards. 

“In the negotiations with 
Israel, we have demanded the 
right to determine our own 
monetary policies and the right 
to issue a Palestinian curren- 
cy,” an unidentified member 
of the Palestinian delegation 
was quoted as saying by the 
Jerusalem Post. 

“According to the delegate, 
tiiis deos not mean that the 
Palestinians would start to 
print Palestinian money," the 
Post said. “He said they de- 
manded the right to do so once 
they see they can back the 
currency with reserves.” 

According to the delegate, 
the Israeli negotiators did not 
reject or accept the demand. 

“They told us that it is a 
political issue, a matter of 
sovereignty, and therefore 
needs to be referred to the 
Israeli government for approv- 
al,” the delegate was quoted as 
saying by the Post. 

“We argued against this 
point, assuring the Israelis that 
a- currency is not a sign of 
independence,” the delegate 
told the Post. “...Other en- 
tities — like Scotland — have 
their own currencies without 
being independent states." 

According .to independent 
Palestinian sources. Mr. Ara- 
fat wants “as many tokens of 
eventual Palestinian independ- 
ence as possible" to go afong 
with' the bdated beginning of 
PatestiiuaA ' autonomy! ' ' 

“He Wants to reassure the 
Palestinians ■ in the occupied 
territories that self-rule is not 
an end in itself, but the .begin- 
ning of Palestinian independ- 
ence," said a source closely 
familiar with the thinking of 
the PLO chairman. 



India’s finance minister resigns 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s finance minister and architect 
of its free-market reforms has submitted his resignation, under 
criticism for foiling to check a massive stock scandal, a news 
agency reported Friday. It was not' immediately dear if the ' 
government was accepting the resignation. Government 
spokesman S. Narendra said the report by United News of 
India was inaccurate, but he gave no further details. An 
official in the Fmaxice Ministry also said the report was untrue. 
Manmohan Singh was faulted by a parliamentary committee 
for failing to supervise the stock exchange while banks were 
illegally siphoning more than $1 billion into the market for 
speculation. Mr. Singh handed his resignation to Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao on Tuesday after the commit- 
tee’s report was released, said United News. 

Hanoi welcomes easing of U.S. sanctions 

HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam welcomed Friday as a “fmsitrve 
measure" Washington's decision to ease its economic sanc- 
tions against Hanoi. The decision to ease the embargo — 
imposed at the end of the Vietnam war in 1975 — is good for 
American companies and for Vietnam, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. Under the new eased restrictions U.S. firms 
will be allowed to take pan in development projects in 
Vietnam if they are approved by international financial bodies 
such as the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and 
the United Nations Development Programme. The U.S. 
decision was announced in Washington on Thursday 

Ghali backs. larger German U.N. role 

BONN (R) — U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Ghali called 
Friday for Germany to play a larger role with the United 
Nations — including peace-keeping duties. In an article for the 
East German Leipriger Volkszeitung newspaper. Dr. Ghali 
said Bonn had to assume a “strong and engaged new role in 
the U.N. in order to counter political isolation; active 
participation m the work and all the responsibilities of the 
U.N. is necessary. That is why Germany must participate in 
expanding the perspectives of the U.N-, especially in peace- 
making, environmental protection, defending human rights 
and in many other global problem areas.” 

Bangladeshis rally against Islamic sect 

DHAKA (R) — Nearly 15,000 members of Islam’s largest 
Sunni sect rallied in the Bangladeshi capital Dhaka on Friday 
in an attempt to force the government to declare the smaller 
Qadiani sect non-Muslim, police and witnesses said. Organis- 
ers said the Qadianis had already been declared non-Muslims 
in many Islamic countries. The rally, organised by the 
international Maj lis-e-T ahafuz-e-Khatmun Nabuwat, also de- 
manded an immediate ban on all publications by the Qadianis 
and the sacking of all members of the sect from government 
jobs. 

3 Saudis beheaded for armed robbery 

RIYADH (AFP) — Three Saadis convicted of aimed Rob- 
bery were beheaded Friday in the eastern city of Dammam, 
the Interior Ministry said. It said Mohammad Sibati, Hani 
Ramih and Abdul Ghani Abdul Aziz had stolen cash and 
jewellery from banks in Dammam and nearby A1 Khubar< 
One person was shot and wounded in the Dammam hold-up. 
The latest executions bring to 85 the number of people 
beheaded in the kingdom so far this. year, mainly for drug 
trafficking. 


Libya denies 
knowledge 
of vanished 
dissident 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The Li- 
byan government,' making its 
first public comment on the 
disappearance of a Libyan 
opposition leader in Cairo two 
weeks ago, has said it knows 
nothing about the case. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA said foreign. 
Minister Omar Montasser told 
a news conference in Tripoli on 
Thursday: “We have no know- 
ledge about the disappearance 
of the man called Kikhia.’ 
Mansour Kikhia, a former 
foreign minister in exile since 
1981 who beads a Libyan 
opposition alliance, vanished a 
day before Libya publicly 
vowed to crush- exiled oppo- 
nents of revolutionary leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

JANA quoted Mr. Montas- 
ser as saying that investigations 
would dear up Mr. JQkbia’s 
fate and “we have great confi- 
dence in the Egyptian security 
agencies, since it is said that he 
disappeared in Egypt.” 

The disappearance has 

seriously embarrased the 

Egyptian government. Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s senior 
foreign policy adviser, Osama 
AI Baz, paid a sudden' visit to 
Libya tiiis week for talks which 
diplomats believed must have 
covered the case. 

A senior Egyptian govern- 
ment official said on Friday 
that Egypt would take a posi- 
tion on tiie. Kikhia case when 
security agencies had com- 
pleted their investigation. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified, said the Egyp- 
tian position Would take into 
account “the feet that Egypt 
and its people do not tolerate 
anyone trying to harm the 
security of Egypt and the sanc- 
tity of its. guests." 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa described the dis- 
appearance as an “abduction.” 
Mr. Musa immediately 
toned dpwn the comment, not- 
ing that Egyptian investigators 
had not determined whether 
Mr. Kikhia was kidnapped. 

- (Continued on page 3) 
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SANTA IN GAZA: A Gazan Santa Clans posted 
on a cart, waves to children while holding a 
Palestinian flag before distributing sweets for 
(Ti rptimw at Ddr Al La tine school in Gaza City. 


It is the first Christmas celebrated in Gaza by the 
Palestinian Christians since the beginning of the 
intifada in 1987 (AFP photo) 


Hurd due here in January 
for talks on peace, bilateral ties 


By a Jordan Times 
• Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd is ex- 
pected here on a short visit in 
the fust week of January as 
part of his country’s follow up 
efforts on the Arab-Israeli 
peace process, officials and di- 
plomatic sources said Friday. 

They said Mr. Hurd’s visit 
would be part of a Middle East 
visit which was scheduled to 
begin in Israel on Jan. 3. The 
secretary mil meet with Israeli 
leaders as well as Palestinian 
leaders from the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
held talks with Mr. Hurd last 
week shortly before he ended a 
private visit to the United 
Kingdom. The talks focused on 
the Arab-Israeli peace process 
and Jordanian-British rela- 
tions, reports said. 

During Mr. Hurd’s visit 
here, the- King, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Nas- 
sau and Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali are expected to 
hold talks with the British 
minister. - 

Officials said the talks would 
cover details of British involve- 
ment in the peace process as 
well as London's contribution 
on the bilateral level as well as 
a member of the European 
Community (EC) to ensuring 
the success of the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

“Mr. Hurd would like to 
have a firsthand information 
on the status of implementing 
the Israel-PLO (Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (dec- 
laration of principles signed on 
Sept. 13) ana ascertain 
whether Britain could contri- 
bute to accelerating the pro- 
cess,” said a senior source. 

Mr. Hurd told reporters 
Tuesday: “The peace process 
has to be made by the people 
on the spot, but from time to 



Douglas Hard 

time it is useful to listen and to 
be able to pur in a good word.” 

Mr. Hurd's visit to the re- 
gion comes close to the heels of 
the first official visit PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat paid 
to Britain. •• 

The British position in the 
context of the peace process 
during the talks Prime Minister 
John Major and others held 
with Mr. Arafat was, according 
to the sources, that while Lon- 
don would like to see the nego- 
tiations bit implementation of 
Palestinian self-rule get out of 
the deadlock it does not feel 
that outsiders could do any- 
thing to force an agreement 

At the same time, the Bril 
government stands ready to 
extend help to help facilitate 
the success of the IsreeB-PLO 
accord in terms of aiding 
Palestinian development pro- 
jects and encouraging the Brit- 
ish private sector to invest in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Stnp, they said. 

Mr. Hurd said Tuesday that 
Britain was willing to respond 
positively if called upon to 
• contribute to an international 
force to interact with the 
Palestinians and Israelis in im- 


plementing Palestinian self- 
rule. 

“I did not exclude it, but it is 
not yet an actual proposition," 
Mr. Hurd told reporters Tues- 
day, expanding on earlier com- 
ments he made in the House of 
Commons. “I have not heard 
either from Chairman Arafat 
or the Israelis a practical prop- 
osition.” 

Britain is not expected to 
announce any dramatic in- 
crease of its direct financial aid 
to the occupied territories or 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agencies (UNRWA). 
The British government is con- 
tributing 16 per cent of an 
emergency EC aid of $24 mil- 
lion to the Palestinian eco- 
nomy during 1994. 

Britain also shares a streng- 
thening views on the part of 
donors, who have pledged up 
to S2.4 billion in assistance to 
the Palestinians in the next two 
years, that credible Palestinian 
institutions be. set up before aid 
is actually channelled. 

“It is very important that 
there should be assurances on 
all sides that this money is 
properly spent." Mr. Hurd 
said. 

“It is important that 
there should be on the Palesti- 
nian side the structures to 
make sure of that.” 

Reports had said that Mr. 
Arafat was expected to raise 
with British leaders the issue of 
up to SI .5 bilion in gold that 
was used as a cover for Palesti- 
nian pounds issued in the 40s 
when Palestine was under Brit- 
ish mandate. 

According to the reports, 
the gold was not accounted for 
when Britain left Palestine in 
1948. 

However, there was no re- 
port whether the PLO chair- 
man raised the issue with Mr. 
Major or other British leaders 
during his visit to London in 
mid-Deoember. 


CIS summit 
considers 
‘Zhirinovsky] 
factor’ 

ASHGABAT (AFP) - CIS 
leaders ' discussed Friday the 


ists in Russia’s elections to 
parliament, with some raising 
in private meetings the possi- 
bility of joint action to counter 
a possible threat from Russia, 
officials said. 

Heads of state wrapped up a 
summit meeting of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) one hour earlier 
and opted instead for one-on- 
one meetings that would allow 
leaders to better sound each 
other out on what was termed 
here as the “Zhirinovsky fac- 
tor,” the threat posed by radic- 
al nationalist Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky. 

Vadim Kuznetsov, an aide 
to Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, said that CIS 
leaders failed to agree, on key 
issues at the summit out of 
concern that agreements with 
Russia could bind them in the 
future to a new hardline reg- 
ime. 

“The Zhirinovsky factor was 
in the air throughout the sum- 
mit, which is why republics 
became more pragmatic and 
driven by their own interests,” 
said Mr. Kuznetsov. 

Officials accompanying 
Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze raised the. issue of 
mounting Russian nationalism 
m separate talks with Azerbai- 
jani President Geidar Aliyev, 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, Kazakhstan Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev 
and Uzbekistan President 
Islam Karimov. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition they not be named, 
said that the five leaders had 
agreed to press Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin during a 
private meeting on whether 
Mr. Zhirinovsky’s strongly 
nationalist ideas were shared 
by die government. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky vowed dur- 
ing his campaign to build a 
“greater Russia” that would 
include former Soviet republics 
but he. fes since toned dow? 
bis plans, calling instead for 
economic sanctions against 
neighbouring states that ate 
considered to be discriminating 
against their Russian minor- 
ities. 

Mr. Karimov, m talks with 
Mr. Shevardnadze, expressed 
the view that leaders should 
begin laying the groundwork, 
for joint action if Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky’s election in parlia- 
ment forced the Russian lead- 
ership to opt for a more aggres- 
sive policy towards its neigh- 
bours, a Georgian official said. 

Mr. Nazarbayev, in talks 
with Mr. Kravchuk and Mr. 
Shevardnadze, raised concerns 
that Russia “wanted to annex 
territories of the republic 
where the majority of Russians 
live, according to a member of 
the Kazakh delegation. 

Leaders reportedly agreed 
that the new constitution gave 


Kuwait’s Bush plot 
verdictis due today 


KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti 
court Saturday is due* to deliver 
judgment of 11 Iraqis and 
three Kuwaitis accused of in- 
volvement in an alleged plot to 
assassinate former U.S. Presi- 
dent George-Bush. 

The state security court pro- 
secutor has demanded the 
death penalty for 11 -Iraq is and 
one Kuwaiti charged with plan- 
ning to blow up Mr. Bush 
during his April 14-16 visit to 
Kuwait. 

The prosecutor has also de- 
manded 10-ycar jail terms for 
two Kuwaitis accused of com- 
plicity in the plot. 

The verdicts are expected at 
around 0700 GMT to 0800 
GMT, lawyers say. 

Police have told the four- 
month-old trial that the group 
was found in possession of a 
Toyota van packed with 80 
kilogrammes of sophisticated 
explosives. They had arrived in 
Kuwait from Iraq in the van 
and another vehicle carrying 13 
cases of illicit whisky, two pis- 
tols, a rifle and a bag of explo- 
sives. 

The United States launched 
a cruise missile attack on Iraqi 
intelligence headquarters in 
Baghdad on June 27 after 
saying it had found compelling 
evidence Iraq was involved in 
the plot. 

At least six people were kil- 
led when a number of missiles 
went astray. • 

Mr. Bush’s visit, to com- 
memorate his leadership in the 
1991 Gulf war that ended 
Iraq’s seven-month occupa- 
tion, went off without incident. 


Iraqi defendant Wali Al 
Ghazali, 36, has admitted 
being instructed by Iraqi in- 
telligence to blow up Mr. 
Bush. 

^ co-defendant Raad Al 
i, 33, has admitted being 
told by Iraqi intelligence to 
help Ghazali set bombs in 
shops and car showrooms but 
has denied knowledge of any 
plot to assassinate Mr. Bush. 

The other defendants say 
they came to Kuwait to see 
friends and family, seek loans 
or co Ilea money owed or to 
help smuggle or sell alcohol. 

On Nov. 1 Al Thawra, the 
newspaper of Iraq’s ruling 
Baath Party, warned Kuwait’s 
leaders they “shall pay the 
price of their crimes" for de- 
taining the 11 Iraqis. 

Iraq says Kuwait and the 
United States concocted the 
plot to try to tighten economic 
sanctions, against Baghdad. 

In an apparent reference to 
Mr. Bush, Judge Salah Ai 
Fahad told reporters at a ses- 
sion in October: “The perso- 
nality of the (intended) victim 
does not affect the course of 
the case. 

“We are trying to determine 
the positions of the accused 
and our only concern is that no 
innocent should be done injus- 
tice. We look for evidence of 
innocence before evidence of 
accusation. 

“The defendants are in safe 
bands, regardless of their 
nationalities. We have not 
been affected by any external 
factors throughout the course 
of the case.” 


Miserable Christmas for 
thousands of Europeans 


AMSTERDAM (Agencies) — 
Thousands of families across 
•northwest Europe faced a 
damp and miserable Christmas 
in evacuation centres after the 
worst floods in decades forced 
them to abandon their homes. 

Floodwaters were still rising 
in parts of the southern and 
eastern Netherlands by midday 
on Friday, and scores of river- 
side towns and cities in eastern 
France and Germany remained 
under water after days of 
heavy rain that have killed six 
people. 

More than 8,500 residents 
had been moved out of their 
homes in the southeast pro- 
vince of Limburg, Dutch Tele- 
vision reported, and more than 
460 square kilometres of Dutch 
land were under water. 

An official from tiie south- 
ern Dutch town of Gennep 
said the next few hours would 
be critical. 

“The dyke along the River 
Neirs is slowly collapsing, 
which will mean another 1,250 
inhabitants will have to be 
evacuated,” he told Dutch 
Television. 

Police said authorities would 
use special powers to prevent 
looting, and outsiders who 
came to flooded areas would 
be questioned. 

There was little sign Friday 
that the storms which have 
battered Europe since Monday 
were abating as the army in the 
Netherlands and the Ukraine 
were put on alert. 

The storms hit northern Italy 
Friday forcing Genoa airport 
in the northwest to dose, caus- 
ing snow in Venice, and creat- 
ing havoc on Alpine routes as 


avalanches held up traffic. 

French weathermen put out 
a warning of avalanches in the 
Savoie and Haute Savoie re- 
gions of southeast France, 
where high winds and snow- 
falls have increased the dan- 
gers to skiers in this popular 
Alpine region. 

In the Netherlands there 
were growing fears that dykes 
in the Gelderiand province, 
which includes the town of 
Arnhem, would collapse under 
the pressure of flood waters. 
Twelve local councils had by 
Thursday declared a state of 
emergency. 

The River Meuse continued 
to rise at between two to five 
centimetres an hour in the 
southern Limburg province 
where some 10,000 people 
have been affected by the de- 
luge. 

Crisis centres have been set 
up across the country as there 
were worries about the Rhine 
breaching its banks in the Lek, 
Waal ana Ijssel areas. 

Dutch papers were warning 
Friday that the damage caused 
so far by the flooding could 
cost up to 100 million guilders 
($50 million). 

In Germany flooding from 
the Rhine has already brought 
misery to thousands living 
along its banks in what has 
been termed the worst floods 
of the century. 

Friday the situation seemed 
stable along the Rhine, but 
authorities were turning their 
attention to the maine -as 
Frankfurt and Hessen, in 
southern Germany, were 

(Continued on page 3) 



Powerbali 
winners come 
forward 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A 
retired bricklayer with 17 chil- 
dren and 29 grandchildren said 
he plans to buy a country 
home for his wife with some of 
his £45 million in lottery win- 
nings. And the other £45 mil- 
lion winner said he plans to 
move "to a place with a lot of 
palm trees and a lot of umbrel- 
las." Percy* Ray Pridgen, 69, 
could speak only a short time 
before burying his head in his 
hands and’ crying. After dis- 
closing his plan to buy a house, 
he said. “Somebody’s going to 
have to tell me” how to spend 
the rest $6,000 a day for the 
next 20 vears. The Powerbali 
Game is’ the closest thing the 
United States has to a national 
lottery. It is played in 14 states 
and the nation’s capital. Six- 
teen previous drawings over 
the past eight weeks had not 
yielded a winning ticket. 
Pridgen, a Washington resi- 
dent who formerly worked for 
a construction company, said 
he wasn't certain of his good 
luck until Thursday even 
though the drawing was 
Wednesday night. He had a 
friend help him identify his 
ticket and make sure he had 
actually won. “1 couldn’t trust 
nobody but him.... I was 
trembling so fast." he said, a 
man who identified himself as 
C. Gill of Richmond. VA., 
also is the sole owner of a $45 
million ticket. He showed up at 
lottery headquarters later in 
the day with his wife and 4- 
year-old daughter, saying, "it's 
going to be an early Christ- 
mas." Gill. 35. resisted being 
pinned down on just what he 
does for a living. But he said he 
hoped to move to a warmer 
climate: "sooner or later.”‘He 
added, “I'm going to try to 
give something back to my 
neighbourhood." Tong Kim, 
who owns the liquor store 
where Pridgen bought his tick- 
et. said he was. eager to meet 
the wjnner, Kim. as well as 
Roland Shaw, who owns the 
liquor store where the other 
winning ticket was purchased, 
will receive $25,000 each. 
Shaw called his winnings “a 
beautiful bonus — Christmas 
present.” 


Thieves steal 
charity’s 
Christmas food 

FLRMINY, France (AFP) — , 
Thieves broke into a ware- : 
house here and stole stocks of : 
food which the charity orga- • 
nisation Res tu rams Du Coeur < 
(Restaurants Of The Heart) 
planned to distribute to poor 
people at Christmas. Aid * 
workers said the theft occurred \ 
Wednesday night. ] 


Foreigners visit 
Santa in Finland’s 
far north 

ROVANIEMI. Finland (AP) 
— The Finns are doing a pretty 
good job of convincing some 
people that Santa Claus really 
lives in Lapland. More than 
10.000 foreigners! are trekking 
to this Arctic Circle town this 
holiday season to visit a Santa 
Qaus village, travel executives 
said Thursday. That's nearly 18 
per cent more than the 8,’ 500 - 
who made the trip last year. 
Fifty special flights were sche- 
duled to bring in foreign tour- 
ists. who mainly come from 
Britain. Germany, the Nether- 
lands, France, the United 
States and Japan. “More and 
more people are beginning to 
realise that Santa's home is hi 
northern Finland," said Yrjo- 
Pekka Kurki, managing direc- 
tor of Lapland Travel, which, 
promote Santa in drumming up 
tourism for Finland's far north- 
visitors can sit on Santa’s 
knee, shop in Santa's work- 
shops and ride over frozen, 
lakes in sleighs drawn by rein* 
deer. The foreigners are 
pected to spend more than $7 
million this year, Mr. KurW 
said. A typical British to* 
charges the equivalent of $950 
for a two-night visit, which' 
includes lodging, nVeals, the 
&nta visit, skiing and reindeer 
ndes. The marketing of Sana 
is a year-round occupation to 
Rovaniemi. which compete* 
with similar projects in Nop 
way. Sweden and Greenland- 
Of course, many people can’* 
make it to see Santa i n a town 
only 1.400 miles from the 
North Pole. They write. 
are so excited this year. The* 
are letters from more theft j 
countries and we expected the-i 
total will exceed 400,000 ** saMj 
Tuija Tonttu, a helper at 
ta’s Rovaniemi Post Office J 







